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personal invective, as it seemed to me, was as | chusetts, or what he supposed was disparaging 
bitter as anything 1 have heard from the Senator to that State 


nember that the Senator from Kentucky spoke 
twice, | think, at great length; and in the course 
of his remarks Lam quite confident that he in- 
dulged as much perhaps in the use of adjectives 
and epithets as any other Senator in the course 
of that debate. But supposed that that ques- 
tion was disposed of, and that that was not now 
the subject-matter ot controversy ; that the per- 
sonal question had passed by. At all events, the 
of the Senate 1s too precious to be thus wasted, 
and Lthink the dignity of the body ought to be 
preserved above such personal vituperation, 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, | think—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator will 
pardon the Chair for a moment, the Chair, on the 
suggestion of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
did rule that in his opinion the Senator from Ken- 
tucky was out of order; thatit was unparliament- 
ary and undiguified, at least, to use the epithets 
which the Senator uttered. Such language is cer- 
tainly not in accordance with parliamentary law, 
and the Chair so rules. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 withdraw the language. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator there- 
fore isnow under the control of the Senate, and he 
cannot proceed, under the rules of the Senate, 
without the leave of the Senate. 

Mr. WILSON. In calling the Senator to order, 
[did not by any means intend to prevent him 
voing on with his speech. I hope he will be al- 
lowed to finish hisspeech. I thought the language 
certainly-of an unparliamentary character, and I 
wished also to say a word in reply at the same 
time. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection on the part of the Senate, the Senator from 
Kentucky will proceed in order. 

Mr.GRIMES. | must object. 

The VICEPRESIDENT. Ifobjected to, then 
it must be a vote of the Senate that will authorize 
him to foon.,. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I hope the Senate will per- 
mitthe Senator to proceed, I concur entirely with 
the member from Wisconsin and the Chair, that 
agreat deal of what has fallen from the Senator 
from Kentucky is not suited to the forum in which 
heis. A debate carried on in that spirit, the spirit 
of invective and personal crimination, answers no 
good and can answer no good, and, in my opinion, 
is attended by nothing but mischief, 
tor from Kentucky, however, has perhaps some 


Line 


excuse (for in my judgment he can have but | 


an excuse, not a justification) in the course which 


the Senator from Massachusetts, who has called | 


him to order, himself pursued. [| understand him 


now to be replying to what has fallen from the || 


Senator from Massachusetts throughout the de- 
hate. Tn the speech with which the Senator from 
Massachusetts first supported his resolution of 


expulsion, which was written out, if I recollect | 
aright, and which was read by the member from || 


Massachusetts, there were a great many things 
that am sure he would not have inserted if he 
had reflected at the time upon their effect, and the 
rights and the feelings of the member from Ken- 


tucky, and upon the decorum, if he will permit | 


jie to say so, that should characterize the debates 
f this body. 

| regretted it very mach at the time, and I have 
regretted it ever since, and when the Senator from 
Kentucky in reply dealt in terms of crimination, 
which I suppose he would not have done but for 


what he believed to be a sufficient provocation, | 


! sugzested—without saying to whom—that I 
ought the Senator was going rather beyond the 
tcense which parliamentary rules gave him, and 
the answer I got was that it was true, but it was 
Justified by whathad fallen from the Senator from 
Massachusetts. 


When the resolution of expulsion was about 


to be withdrawn, as the Senate will recollect, the | 


Senatog from Massachusetts, instead of asking 
leave to withdraw it, as | was in hopes he would 
have done, without making any explanation ex- 
ept such as was necessary to justify his with- 
drawing it, indulged in very severe remarks. His 
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| 


The Sena- | 


| adopting the same course. 


from Kentucky. It was because, as I suppose, 
of the last remarks of the member from Massa- 
chusetts and his opening remarks that the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky thought himself justified in 
But the Senate have 
already told him by the decision of the Chair, 
which nobody finds fault with, 1 am sure, but 
which everybody approves, that that kind of de- 
bate Is not within the parliamentary rules of the 
Senate and the license which they give, and not 
suited to the decorum of the Se nate, lam satis- 
fied, therefore, that, with the reflection with which 
the Senator from Kentucky thinks atall times, he 
will see that it is not only due to the body and 
due to the Senator from Massachusetts, but due to 
himself, that in further prosecuting the debate he 
should abstain very cautiously from indulging in 
versonul criming tion. ; ; 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senator will allow me 


a word, | hope there will be no objection to the 





Senator from Kentucky going on and coneluding | 


his speech. I certainly should not have risen to 


a point of order if | had supposed that it would | 


have interrupted the course of his spe ech. 
The Senator from Maryland has alluded to my 
remarks ona former occasion. ‘The Senator spoke 


| to me personally the other day in regard to one 


expression of my speech, and I told him that | 
certainly did not wish te be understood to mean 
what some persons had inferred I did mean in 
that remark. In my remarks then, and in with- 


| drawing the resolution, while | spoke and eriti- 





cised plainly the language of the Senator from 


Kentucky, | do not know that I uttered a word 
to demean or to degrade him or to wound his feel- 


| ings—nothing more than what I supposed to be 


legitimate debate. If Ihave ever done so toward 

any man in the Senate, it has always caused me 

more pain than it did that person, I am sure. 
The Senator in his reply, it will be remembered, 


spoke very freely, and traveled, as I thought, out | 


of the record, and I felt thatl had aright to com- 
plain of it. He referred to anonymous informa- 
tion, &c.; and certainly anybody who will turn 


back and will read the debates will see that that | 
Senator indulged very freely in comments and in | 


remarks upon me personally. He has done so 


| to make the amende honorable at once. 


, or in connection with the past po- 
litical career of the Senators from Massachusetts, 
and vomit it here in the presence of the Senate. 
But if Senators see fit to continue to listen for two 
successive days to a speech of this description, 
1 suppose I can stand itaslong as they can. In 
withdrawing my objection I wish it distinetly un- 
derstood that 1 only withdraw it upon the con- 
dition that the Senator from Kentuck y shall here- 
after proceed in order, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the rule. 
If, therefore, there be no objection, the Senator 
from Kentucky will proceed inorder. The Chair 
hears no objection. The Senator will therefore 
proceed in order. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I make my ac- 
knowledgments to the Senate for this privilege, 
and | will make this remark in connection with 
it: it has been the rule of my life never to be an 
agegressor,and where I, from the heat of the mo- 
mentorany other infirmity, become an aggressor, 
the greatest pleasure that can be afforded me is 


gut itis 


| an irrepressible principle of my nature, and f can- 


not avoid its operation, that just as any Senator 
or any gentleman meets me in the Senate or out 
of the Senate, precisely in the same temper and 
manner do Lreply to him. Now, sir, | do not 
wWigh toattempt toabuse the privilege the Senate 
has granted me, but I do claim here, after the 
three speeches of the Senator, the amount of 


| abuse, contumely, reproach, opprobrious epithets 


that he threw upon me—* babbling fool,’’** liar,” 
‘*that is a lie,’’ * fierce,’’ * *“brutal,”’ 
66 fle Petes 
Mr. WILSON. 
single word there? 
Mr. DAVIS. In reply to my statement about 


. e ? 
savage, 


Will the Senator allow mea 


| your refusal to help aman to remove his wounde id 


to-day to a considerable extent, and held me re- || 


sponsible for meetings which | have never heard 
of and never attended, and for one meeting, | 
think, in particular, in regard to which | wrote a 
letter condemning it, which was published in the 
Louisville Journal, which I have in my posses- 
sion, with nearly a column of commendation for 
its devotion to the country, its nationality, and 
spirit of patriotism. | refer to the Worcester 
meeting. I hope, however, the Senator will be 
permitted to go on and finish his speech in his 
own Way. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will ask leave of the Senate 
and the Chair to make a remark. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
make his remark, if there be no objection. 

Mr.SUMNER. Before the Seygator mafes his 
remark, if the Senate will pardditiths, I wish to 
say | am not aware that since the Senator has 
been in this body I have ever made any allusion 
to him in debate. Certainly I took no part in 
the discussion the other day to which reference 
has been made. 

Mr. DAVIS. I concede that. 

Mr. SUMNER. 


as long as the Senate will listen, and attack me till 
doomsday. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
versy between the Senator from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Wirson] and the Senator from Kentucky 
was settled some days ago; and I did not think 
that it comported with the dignity of the Senate, 
saying nothing about the dignity and character 
of the Senator from Kentucky himself, for him 
to come in here after having gathered up every- 
thing in connection with the history of Muassa- 


I supposed that the contro- | 


I mean now simply to add | 
that the Senator is perfectly welcome to go on just | 


and dying son, you said it was a lie, an unmiti- 
rated lie. 

Mr. WILSON. You said that you had it on 
information. LT said your informant was an un- 
mitigated liar. I did not mean to say that you 
originated it or told a lie. 

Mr. CONNESS. I so understood it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The member from Ken- 
tucky will permit me to say a word before he 
I understood the Senator from Massa- 
chusctts to say in his place just now that, what- 
ever he may have said on a former occasion, he 
had no purpose at all to wound the feelings of 
the Senator from Kentucky, and I think that 
should bea sufficient satisfaction, and | submit it 
with due deference to the better judgment of the 
Senator himself, 

Mr. DAVIS. I will wholly forego the personal 
notice which [ intended to take of the S 


foes on. 


nator 


| from Massachusetts. I felt that | had an aceount 


| to settle with him, and it was my purpose to have 
a full settlement; but [ acquiesce in the judgment 


| of the Senate, and I will now proceed to the le- 


gitimate conclusion of my speech, the terms of 
which [ suppose will be literally in order. It 
would dovetail a little better if Tecould have got 
the interlude; but, be that as it may, I will pro- 
ceed. Before which I will set the Senator from 
Wisconsin [Mr. Doonirrie] right on a few 
points of fact. The Senator from Massa: husetts 
opened the debate on the resolution for my ex- 
pulsion ina written speech, full of personal in 

vective and coarse abuse. I re plied at length, but 
no other speech. The Senator immediately re- 
joined in a very abusive and vituperative speech. 
Some days afterwards the Senator withdrew his 
resolution, but, before doing 80, made another 
speech fraught with gross personalities, I had 
made asummary from all the Senator’s speeches 


| of his many agtacks upon me personally, and in- 


| tended to square the account, 


The Senate have 
cut me off from that privilege, and I think have 
done me injustice; but I must submit to its judg- 
ment, and will conclude my remarks. 

Mr. President, the people of Massachusetts, as 
a whole, have always been strongly marked. In- 
tellectual, energetic, active, latently brave, arro- 
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pant, conceited, inquisitive, meddlesome, not sat- 
£ ' 

isfied to manage their own business but ever try- 
ing to take charge of other people’s, communica- 


a 
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imburse the States of Indiana and Ohio for their losses sus- 


She has since been working with 


| all her characteristic activity, energy, and auda- 








city for the overthrow of that wonderful fabric of 


|| tained in the Morgan raid; and whereas Kentucky is ong 
ot the United States, and as Joyal as any State in the Union 
and has been subjected, not only to Morgan raids, but rebe| 












tive yet secretive, alert, inventive, covetous, self- || government in the building up of which she bore || raids of every kind, since the beginning of this accursed re- eon 
ish, practical in business,ideal in doctrine, rational || so conspicuous a part. She has kept up an in- re ear : large Saar = See having been devas. a 
wid skepticai in religion, with amoral sense con- || cessant attack upon all its compromises except oo ES SS OES Seng ee eer ean Share 
sisting rather of habit than sentiment, swaying | those which redound to her own advantage. She 1.’ Resolved by the General Assembly of the Common. os 
from one extreme opinion to another, and in all || has repudiated all herableand enlightened national || wealth of Kentucky, That our Senators in Congress be in. i 
degmatical, intolerant, fanatical, persecuting, and || men, with their broad and statesmanlike views of || structed, and our Representatives requested, to use their ; . 
cruel, her people cherish and hug to their boso Constitution, laws and policy; she has surren- |) pote! effort to procure the passage of a bill to reimburse : 4 
ruel, her peoy lerish and hug r m | itu ’ ‘By | y; a || Kentucky for losses sustained by rebel raids of all kinds tr 
all their peculiarities, though many of them are || dered to sectionalists, radicals, and factionists, to || 2, That our Governor be requested to forward a copy of : 
revolting deformities, \| knaves and demagogues, to factitious philanthro- these resolutions immediately to our Senators and Repre- : a 
It is seen from this sketch that her character- || pists and clerical politicians and hypocrites, to | ante 1864 A ant 
istics are strikingly and extensively mixed, giving || men of one idea, and fatally bent on carrying that - wera Saert Co 
efficiency at the same time for great mischief and || out, though Constitution and liberty thereby per- SALE OF GOLD BY THE UNITED STATES. } 
great good. Yet no State of the Union, and few || ish, to mannikins in intellect and soul, who are | Mr. HOOPER. 1 ask the unanimous consent reg 
communities of her numbers in any age, have pro- || wholly incapable of her wise and good govern- | of the House to report from the Committee of 4 
: duced a larger aggregate of mind or more numer- || ment, or any Just appreciation of her relations, || Ways and Means a joint resolution authorizing Jaane 
ous or higher specimens of individual men. At || duties, and obligations both to the United States || the Secretary of the ‘Treasury to sell any surplus stal 
the era of the Revolution she gave, not only || and the other States. She has permitted men, || gold in the Picco : ond 
to the colonies but to mankind, Franklin, the || who at pti the on to make a. - | Mr. COX. I object to that now. to | 
Adamses, Hancock, Quincy, Warren, and Pres- || principal architects of the great national ills that ’ rr ; : d . , 
sak. taal Guaiees hp cael meant. | aaa ae ig 5 | UNITED STATES COURTS IN CALIFORNIA, Er, w i 
King, Jonn Quincy Adams, Story, and Parsons, | She once garnered for herself and the whole | Mr. WILSON, by unanimous consent, from Lili 
Whittimore, Whitney, Bowditch; and at a later || country a great crop of imperishable glory; but || the Committee on the Judiciary, reported back ord 
day Everett, Davis, Choate, Winthrop, and Cush- she is now working as efficiently as the southern | Senate bill No. 51,amendatory of and supplement. N 
ing, Shaw, Parker, and the Curtises, Hilliard, || rebels for its degradation and ruin, When she || ary to an act to provide circuit courts for the two 
Hillurd, and Thomas, Prescott, Bancroft, and || shall have returned to her old political moorings, || districts of California and Oregon, and for other My 
Motley, Longfellow and Bryant, Perkins and || to the principles and spirit that ruled her when || purposes, approved March 3, 1863, with the rec- will 
Healy, Morse, Story the sculptor, and Morton, || the foundations of ourGovernment were laid,and || ommenda.ion that it do pass. 
and a host of others who have shed unfading lus- || shall have thrown from herself the perverted and | The bill was read in extenso. 
ter not only upon their own names but upon || deformed dwarfs that now beset her like a legion Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I do not think M 
i America. High above all of them, that product \| of horrible incubuses, and have called back into there will be any objection to that bill. It relates duce 
: of New Hampshire and development of Massa- her service herable, patriotic, and virtuous states- || to the circuit and district courts of California and cons 
. chusetts, is the intellectual giant, Daniel Webster, | men, the work of reunion and reconstruction will || Oregon, and fixes the time for holding them, and whi 
who as a constitutional lawyer, Senator, and Sec- || be speedily consummated. For that mighty work || the practice in the same. orn 
relary, 1s withouta peer. In Plato, Bacon, Burke, || then, indeed, would Massachuseets be potential. || Mr. WASHBURNE,of Illinois. Hasit been M 
and Webster, man made his grandest developnftnt | EXECUTIVE SESSION. considered by the Committee on the Judiciary? “ee 
of pure intellect; while oratory and statesman- | oO ite ult Ble. FLAT es Genatavieeedaa | Mr. WILSON. It has been reported from that Wi 
ship have had their highest illustrations in De- | h ae — fe oer f ae 4 " eg nd | committee. I demand the previous question. ' 
mosthenes, Cicero, Chatham, and Clay. Se Ses oe Seen eer ae The previous question was seconded, and the SALI 
Massachusetts has had one unadulterated he- after some time apent therein, the doors were re- || main question ordered; and under the operation M 
role age, commencing with the dawn of the trou- | opened, and the Senate adjourned. thereof the bill was ordered to a third reading, inne 
bles of the colonies with the mother country and | oe ot, ek a and it was accordingly read the third time, and lle 
coming down to the adoption of the Federal Con- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | passed, sate 
sutution. During that eve ntfal period there is | Wepvespay, February 17, 1864. Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote hy aie 
no stain upon herescutcheon, She was aboutto |} ,, oe P || which the bill was passed; and also moved that porta 
acta first and principal part with the other col- | Phe House net at Ewenee en rayer |! the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table, I'rea 
ones im a great political drama, involving not | by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuaxnine. | The latter motion was agreed to. y 
only the destiny of them all, and of “a continent, Phe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. THANKS TO I EENI ST id ? TQ akan 
but which was to influence materially the woof | NAVY SUPPLIES. aoe , me —— enoeAne, a bs 
and color of the world’s after-history. In mind, || The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- || . Mr. FARNSWOR' H, by unanimous consent, Or 
enlarged views, and wise Statesmanship; ina just || munication from the Navy Department, transmit- introduced a joint resolution tendering the thanks ket 
; and true appreciation of her rights and duties, and | ting, in compliance with resolution of the House, | of Congress to veteran soldiers who have reén- an an 
those of Lhe other colonies; in courage, fortitude, || a statement in reference to supplies furnished for | listed in the Army; which was read a first and gul, 
wisdom, disinterestedness, and moral principle, || the Navy. : second ume, ordered to be engrossed and read a disch, 
she was up to the great occasion, She was in || Mr, FENTON moved that the papers be re- | third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- of the 
siigleness possessed of and inspired bytrue,noble, || ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and | ingly read the third time, and passed, L rise 
unselfish, and patrioulic purposes, and throughout || ordered to be printed. Mr. F ARNSWORI H moved to reconsider the ernie 
all the perils and trials of that momentous time || The motion was agreed to. vote by which the resolution was passed; and techn 
Massachusetts showed no weakness, but always | also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid pal « 
strength and greatness. She made no mistakes, GRANT OF LANDS TO IOWA. | upon the table. — Un 
she committed no crimes, no excesses. Her peo- Mr. ALLISON, by unanimous consent, intro- The latter motion was agreed to. $ aut 
ple had the good sense to call for the counsel and | duced a bill to amend an act making a grant of | GRANT OF LANDS TO OREGON. New 
guidance of her wise, virtuous, and great men, || lands to the State of Iowa, in alternate sections, to | : ually 
and the fruits were for the colonies aaalonalion i| aid in the construction of certain railroads in said | Mr. FARNSWORTH. I ask the Branimene the ii 
and independence, and for herself one of the pur- || State, approved May 15, 1856; which was read a | consent of the House to report from the — ney 
: est and brightest chapters in history. | first roa second time, and referred to the Com- | mittee of Ways and Means a bill Panne on . the na 
: The enon ee oppressive policy for || mittee on Public Lands. beer rary pote riled ty in the construction ae 
the colonies first struck Massachusetts. She at | ’ » AOATNAT SUP ONITE . as > oe , ars, ¢ 
once invoked the aid of the southern colonies, and er es a re — | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I a, I Sa 
it was rendered not only without hesitation, but || Mr. HARDING, by unanimous consent, pre- think that a bill of that magnitude ought to be Treas, 
with heartiness fora common cause. They knew | sented the following joint resolutions of the State || considered in the Committee of the Whole onthe ae 
that one fate awaited them all. in the imperish- | of Kentucky; which were read, ordered to be state of the Union. York | 
able language of Mr. Webster, ‘Shoulder to || printed, and referred to the Committee of Claims, | MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. It ie 
e shoulder they went through the Revolution, hand | ages mee ee ea srs tag || A message in writing was received from ne Ways 
to hand they stood around the Administration of | PRankronr, Kestrexy, January 25, 1664, || President of the United States, by his Private be mat 
W ashington, and felt his own great arm jean on I] To the President of the Senate, and || Secretary, Mr. Nicoxay. 1 Teast 
them for support. Purified by the bloody or- ” Congress of the United States: site Sell the 
; deal of the ong war, and instructed by the in- | I herewith transmit joint resolutions of the Legislature || SALE OF GOLD BY THE UNITED STATES—AGAIN. ume, | 
; efficiency of the Articles of Confederation in peace, || of Kentucky in regard to the payment of claims of loyal Mr. HOOPER. I hope thatthe gentleman from i the: 
the Constitution was the product of all the lessons pa eaten - pe einen ante eS national |) Ohio will withdraw his objection to my reporting will al 
of their experience, of their concessions, and of cpditausamaanaiile malasd coutaiates sid alone, the bill I have indicated from the Commitice of amoun 
their harmonized counsels. It was the consumma- and have their prompt payment secured. | Ways and Means. Slant d 
tion of ell their work, the perfection of man’s | 1m many instances, the sufferers are reduced to absolute Mr. COX. I will if the gentleman will not call States 
siatesmanship. Ifit were possible for the people | want, and reparation is demanded by every consideration for the previous question, and will answer one oF New } 
: of justice and humanity. . a 
of the United States to uphold, to guard, and de- | THO. E. BRAMLETTE, || two questions. believe 
fend it in the same spirit in which dt was formed || By the Governor: ’ || Mr. HOOPER. Iam willing to agree to that. SIXtyeg 
it would be perpetual; the degree of its security || E. L. Van Winkte, Secretary of State, || Mr.COX. How much gold is there in the Treas- zed to 
will always be proportioned to the prevalence of | . : = | ury? Next, what is the object of selling Yat this and thy 
; that spirit. | Resolution requesting “pe Senators oe we ale net in || time—the peculiar urgency? And what, in the the city 
Lt But after a time Massachusetts swung awa ae eres a pe a || judgment of the gentleman, will be the effect of fect y 
: ¢ ” Lust - 7 tucky for loss sustained by rebel raids. j JUGE ma ’ ket? Will a 
a3 rom the great political principles and ends to || Whereas a bill pas been introduced, or is about being ! throwing so much gold upon the market: , ate me 
t which she had so steadily adhered for more than || introduced, into the Congress of the United States, to re- || It cause a convulsion in our commercial system: demanc 
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liccussion 1s to proceed by unanimous consent, 
- < ne our right to the introduction of the res- 
re st bila 

nin a. — . . 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I object. I think thatgold 
1) bring more after a little. 


STREET RAILROAD IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. PAT PERSON, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to authorize ihe construction of a 
~Jeoad inthe District of Columbia, and for other 
rail 


surposes; Which was read a first and second time, 


‘nd referred to the Committee for the District of 


Columbit 


i. | 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, I call for the | 


regular order of business. " 

‘Vir. KASSON. Lask the gentleman from Il- 
jinois to yield to me, that | may be allowed to 
erate the reasons why the Committee of Ways 
and Means bill respecting the sale of gold ought 
to be reported and acted on this morning, and 
why I think it will require little if any debate. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Iilinois withdraw his demand for the regular 


order of business? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. There are | 


two gentlemen asking this favor at my hands, | 


My friend from Wisconsin asked me first, and I 
will yield to him. 


MILITARY ROAD IN WISCONSIN. 


Mr. McINDOE, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill granting lands to the State of Wis- 
cousin to build a military road to Lake Superior; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gen- 


tleman from Lowa appeals to me to be heard, and | 


| withdraw my demand, if the House does not 
ject. 
SALE OF GOLD BY THE UNITED STATES-——AGAIN. 
Mr. KASSON. The bill to which the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hooper,] my 
olleaguge on the Committee of Ways and Means, 
isks the attention of the House this morning, 
rests upon this condition of facts: the large im- 
portations into the country have deposited in the 
I'reasury of the United States an amount of gold 
youd the demands of the Treasury for the pay- 
ment of interest and for all disbursements which 


by law are required to be made in gold. ‘The | 


sequence has been to withdraw from the mar- 
ketin the leading centers of commerce so large 
in amount of gold as to seriously embarrass the 
egular merchant in getting the gold necessary to 


discharge his liability in gold to the Government | 


of the United States, and has necessarily caused 
i rise of gold in the market, thus putting the Gov- 
ernment in the position of being really, in the 
nical term of the brokers’ board, the princi- 
pal ** bull’? in the New York market. 
Unless, therefore, the Secretary of the Treasury 
s suthorized to relieve this condition of things in 
New York, the inevitable tendency will be event- 
iy to enhance the price of gold and increase 
the difference between gold and the common cur- 
cy ofthe country. Last Saturday, for instance, 
e payment into the United States custom-house 
at New York amounted to over half a million dol- 
ars, and all of it was obliged to be paid in gold. 
Sotrom day to day the amount of gold in the 
lreasury of the United States at New York is 
increasing, and the facilities of merchants in New 
York to obtain gold are diminished. 
ltis for these reasons that the Committee of 
Ways and Means have authorized this report to 
e made to the House, that the Secretary of the 
‘el the entire amount at once, or in any limited 
‘ime, bat to dispose of some amount of the gold 
‘i the Treasury from time to time, as the surplus 
Wil allow, and put it upon the market to an 
‘Mount sufficient to meet the legitimate and con- 
oan demand created by the laws of the United 
‘ew York and of other commercial places. I 
*eileve on yesterday the price of gold ran up to 
‘iXty-one premium, 
ed to place in the market from time to time, 
re (hus to restore to the commercial channels of 
‘ecity, the surplus in the Treasury, the inevitable 
“tect will be to keep down the price of gold toa 
Tale more ne 


Cemand for the regular transactions of commerce, 


Mr. BROOOKS. I wish it understood that this 


| eral debate in the House. 


1 . . 
‘treasury may be authorized, not necessarily to 


‘ates on the part of the merchants of the city of | 


If the Secretary is author- | 


arly corresponding to the legitimate || 
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It is for this reason, and because the merchants | 


of that and other cities need gold daily for makine 
their payments to the Government itself, that the 
Committee of Ways and Means ask very early 
action upon the part of the House, so that the 
merchants may be relieved, and the importers, 
who require this gold daily, may have an oppor- 
tunity to get it without paying the enormous pr 


mium created by those who deal in it purely asa 
matter of speculation,and who enhance the pric 


in proportion as the stock accumulates in the | 
| vaults of the Government. 


Mr. BROOKS. This is a bill of great import- 
ance, and oye which should not be hurriedly 
assed. In the first place, the Secretary of the 


freasury has the control of all the paper money | 


of the country. He is the great rag baron. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Dol under- | 


stand the gentleman from New York to object to 


| the introduction of the resolution? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from lowa | 


is on the floor and speaking by unanimous con- 


| sent. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the res- 


olution is not to be introduced by unanimous 


| consent, I shall object to continuing this discus- 


sion. 

Mr. BROOKS. 
one side with no discussion upon the other. 

Mr. KASSON. My object was to make this 
explanation of facts to the House. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object un- | 


less the bill is brought before the House by unan- 
imous consent. 


The SPEAKER. This debate has proceeded | 


by unanimous consent pending the question of its 
introduction. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I wish, then, 


the gentleman from Iowa would ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
introduction of this resolution and to any debate 
upon the question unless it is to be op n to gen- 
I did not understand 
that the gentleman from lowa[Mr. Kasson] was 
speaking by unanimous consent, or | certainly 
should have objected, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated the ques- 
tion distinetly as to whether the Elouse would 
grant unanimous consent. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman was proba- 
bly engaged in private conversation; butthe Chair 
did ask unanimous consent. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Possibly; but I did not in- 
tend to object to the resolution being considered 
provided it should be open to general discussion 
in the House. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman object 

‘ 


| now? 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
is to be open. 


The SPEAKER. 


I do unless the discussion 


Then the jotnt resolution is 


| not before the House. 


Mr. KASSON. I will state that I have not 


| proposed to debate the joint resolution, but sim- 


ply to explain the facts which led the Committee 
of Ways and Means to urge its early considera- 
uon. 

- The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin objects, and therefore the resoluuion is not 
before the House. 

Mr. KASSON. Does the gentleman object to 
the joint resolution being introduced to-day and 
made the special order for to-morrow? 

Mr. RADFORD. I object. 

Mr. DAWES. I rise toa question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot entertain 
a question of privilege, as the House is now act- 
ing under the previous question. 

Mr. DAWES. I propose, if the House will 
permit me, to make a report from the Committee 
of Elections. 

Mr. BROOKS. 

Mr. COX. 
ing on? 

The SPEAKER. On the amendments of the 
Senate to the internal revenue bill. 

Mr. DAWES. I merely desire to make a re- 
port from the Committee of Elections that it may 
be printed and laid upon the table. ’ 

Mr. BROOKS. Is that all? 

Mr. DAWES. ‘That is all | desire. 

Mr. DUMONT. I object. 


1 object to that, 
W hat is the previous question act- 


I do object to discussion upon 


| intended to object to the 


We did not hear it here. | 


=e 


INTERNAL REVENUR. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of the amendments ot 
the Senate to the bill of the H nse (No. 29.) to 
the internal revenue, and for other pur- 
poses. The pending question is upon a motion 
to lay upon the table a motion to reconsider. 

The Chair will state the effoct of the motion. 
The House by a vote of 106 to 4] non-concurred 
in the amendment of the Senate imposing addi- 
tional duties ona sliding seale upon “ hisky. The 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wasusurne) moved 


| to reconsider the vote by which the House non- 
coacurred in that amendment, and the gentleman 


from Indiana (Mr. Houox}] moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table, and the yeas 
and nays were ordered on that motion. The Clerk 
will now report the amendment. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

On page 1, line ten, after the word * gallon,”’ insert the 
following: 

And upon all liquors that may be distilledatter the passage 
of this act, and sold, or remeved for consumption or sale, 
on and atter the Ist day of July next, and previous to the 
Ist day of January next, seventy cents on each and every 
gallon; and on all liquors that may be distilled after the 
passage of this act, and sold, or removed for consumption 
orsile, onandafterthe Istday of January next, eighty cents 
on each and every gallon 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 94, nays 44; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Alley, Allison, An- 
cona, Arnold, Beaman, Bliss, Boutwell, Brandegee, James 
S. Brown, Chanler, Ambrose W. Clark, Clay, Cox, Cres- 


well, Dawson, Deming, Dennison, Dixon, Eckley, Eden, 


Edgerton, Eldridge, Farnsworth, Finek, Frank, Ganson, 
Gooch, Grider, Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, Harding, Harring 
ton, Herrick, Highy, Holtman, Asahel W. Hubbard, John 


| H. Hubbard, Uulburd, Hutehins, Jenekes, Julian, Kalb 


fleisch, Kasson, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Ker- 
nag, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Long, Mallory, Marey, Me 
Allister. McDowell, McKinney, Middleton, William Hi. 
Miller, Moorhead, Daniel Morris, James R. Morris, Mor 
rison, Norton, Odell, John O'Neill, Pendleton, Perham, 
Pomeroy, Price, Radtord, Samuel J. Randal!, John tl. Riee, 
Ross, Scott, Spalding, Stebbins, William G. Steele, Stites, 
Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, Upson, Elibu B. Wash 
burne, William B. Washburn, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton 
A. White, Joseph W. White, Wilson, Windom, Winfield, 
and Pernando Wood—94. 

NAYS—Measrs. Baily, Jobn D. Baldwin, Jacob B. Blair, 
Blow, Broomall, Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Henry Win 
ter Davis, Thomas 'T. Davis, Dawes, Dounelly, Driggs, Du 
mont, Eliot, English, Penton, Hall, Hooper, Kelley, Long 
vear, Marvin, MeBride, MeClurg. Metndoe, Samuel F. 
Miller, Amos Myers, “Leonard Myers, Charles O'Neill, 
Orth, Patterson, Edward H. Rollins, Schenek, Scofield, 
Shannon, Smith, Smithers, Stevens, Tuayver, Tracy, Van 
Valkenburgh, Wadsworth, Webster, and Wilder—44, 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

During the rol!-call, 

Mr. NOBLE stated that he had paired with Mr. 
Asuiey, who was sick at his room. 

Mr. BAXTER stated that Mr. Morriti was 
confined to his room by sickness. 

Mr. HUBBARD, of lowa, stated that Mr. 
AsuLey was confined to his room by sickness, 
but if he had been present he would have voted 
against the Senate amendment, 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, the question recurred upon 
the sixth amendment of the Senate, which is as 
follows: 

Page 4, line six, after the wor “ recovered,” insert 
“and applied.” 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventh amendment: 


In line seven of the same section, after the word “ and,” 
insert “also that.” 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighth amendment: 
Page 4, line fourteen, after the words “ provided, how- 


| ever, strike out all down to the end of the section, as 


follows: 

That where, owing to the perishable nature of the prop- 
erty seized, expense of storage, or other circumstances, the 
value whereot may be diminished by delay of sale, the 
OWner Licreol may, il tie so choose, apply to the assessor 
of the district, who shall, if le decin it expedient that the 
property so seize d should be sold, appraise or have the same 
appraised under his direction aud control, and the owuer 
may give bond or bonds in an amount equal tothe appraised 
valuc, With such sureties as the assessor shall adjudgegood 
and sufficient, which shall be by him transmitted to the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, to be held and col 
lected, or any part thereof, or surrendered in accordance 
with the final judgment, order, or deerce of the eourt hav 
ing jurisdiction of the case; or, if the owner shall not ap 
ply as aforesaid, the assessor, upon the application of the 
marshal of the said district in whose custody and control 
said spirits or other articles seized as aforesaid may be, shall 
appraise Or have the sawe appraised under bis direction and 
control, and shallissue and return to the marshal aforesaid 


1) an order to sell the same, and the said marshal shall there 








a 
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upon advertise «nd sell the shine, and the procecds of saje, 
niter deducting therefrom the costs ot seizure and sale, 
shall be paid into the court having jurisdiction of the ea 

aad paid outas the said court shall on final judgment order 


ord 

And insert in lieu thereof the following: 

Pinat when the property so ized may be liable to peril, 
or bn e greatly reduced in value by keeping, or when it 
‘ j K L without great exp , the owner loere 

I i iO! the district, nia) pply to) Lie Assessor 
the district to examine said property. And if, in the opin 


jon of said asvessor, it vhall be necessary that the said prop 
erty should be sold to prevent such waste or expense, he 
shall appraise the same; and the Owner thereupon shall 
have said property returned to him upon giving bond, in 
such form as may be prescribed by the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, and in an amountequal tothe appraised 
valine, with such sureties as the said appraiser shall deem 
good and sufficient, to abide the final order, decree, or 
judginent of the court having cognizance of Uie case and 
to pay the amount of said appraised value to the marshal, 
or otherwise, as he may be ordered and directed by the 
court, Which bond shall be filed by said appraiser with the 
Commissioner of Iuternal Revenue. But it said owner 
shall neglect or refuse togive said bond, the appraiser shall 
Issue tothe marshal aforesaid an ordertosell the same, And 
the said marshal shall thereupon advertise and se ithe said 
property, at publie auction, in the same manner as goods 
may be eold on final execution in said district. And the 
proceeds of the sale, after deducting the reasonable costs 
of the seizure and sale, shall be paid to the court aforesaid, 
to abide its tinal order, decree, or judgment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Ninthamendment: 

In the phrase “and to be placed,” strike out the word 
*€ 10,’ 

The amendment was concurred in, 

Tenth amendment: 

In the phrase “ or which provides forthe manufacture,”’ 
&c., strike out the letter “s’? in “ provides.”? 

I'he amendment was concurred in. 

Eleventh amendments 

Add the following: 

Or which provide for an allowance or drawback on cor- 
dials and other liquors when exported. 

The amendment was concurred in, 

Twelfth amendment: 

Strike out the following: 

Provided, That on all cotton on which the daty of a half 
cent has been paid, the additional duty of one and a haif 
cent shail be levied and collected: nd provided farther, 
That all provisions of low whereby cotton in the hands oi 
manutlacturers of cotton fabrics on October 1, 1868. and 
prior thereto, is exempted trom taxation, are hereby re 


peated, and the same shall be subject to the rate of taxation 
imposed by this bil. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 

fo section five strike out the words “which shall be dated 
and contain a description, including the weight and other 
tnarks of the bates or packages, and a statement of the fact 
that the duty bas been paid 5°? and insert in lieu thereof the 
followtng 

Stating thercin the amount and payment of the duty, the 
time and place of payment, the weight and marks upon the 
bales and packages, so that the same way be fully iden- 
titied. : 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Fourteenth amendment: 


In section seven, alter the word “ countries,” insert the 
words *‘ previous tothe Ist day of July next;” so that it 
will read: 

Sec. 7. dnd he it further enacted, ‘That from and after 
the passage ot this act, in addition to the duties heretofore 
imposed by law, there shall be levied, collected, and paid 
ou spirits distilled from grain or other materials, whether 
of American or foreign production, imported from foreign 
countries previous to the Ist day of July next, of first proof, 
a duty of torty cents on each and every gallon. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifteenth amendment: 

After the foregoing insert: 

And on all such spirits imported from foreign countries, 
on and after the Ist day of July next, and previous to the 
Ist day of January next, a duty of fifty ceuts ou each and 
every gallon; aud on all such spirits imported trom foreign 
countries, on pnd after the Ist day of January next, sixty 
cents en each and every gallon, 

Mr. KASSON. I wish to call attention tothe 
fact, and ask the Speaker if it is not so, that this 
amendment depends upon that other amendment 
of the Senate which we have rejected, 

The SPEAKER, 
date, and the Chair cannot answer it. 
ter for the House. 

Mr. KASSON. It is a fact, and I wish to call 
the attention of the House to it. 

rhe “uestion being on the fifteenth amendment, 
Mr. KASSON called for tellers. 


[tis a mat- 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WEBSTER 


and ‘Thayer were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 47, noes 60. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Raprorp 


and Hooper were appointed, 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
iyes thi y-one, noe 


So the yeas 


$ not counted. 


and nays wore ord red, 


‘Lhe quest m Was taken; and it was decide din 


the negative—yeas 57, nays 76; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Baily, John D. Baldwin, Broomati, 
James S. Brown. Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Cox, 


Thomas T. Davis, Donunetly, Eden, Edgerton, Fenton, 
Finck, Hall, Harding, Higby, Holman, Hooper, Hutchins, 
Kelley, King, Le Blond, Long, Longyear, Mallory, Marvin, 
McBride. MeDowell, McKinney, Middleton, Amos Myers. 


Leouard Myers, Norton, Charles O'Neill, John O'Neill, | 


Orth, Patterson, Pomeroy, Alexander H. Rice, Edward H. 
Rollins, Schenck, Seofield, Seott, Shannoyg, Smith, Smith- 
ers, Stevens, Stuart, Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, Van Valk 
enburgh, Wadsworth, Wheeler, Joseph W. White, and 
Wilder—57. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Al 
ley, Allison, Ancona, Arnold, Augustus C. Baldwin, Bea 
man, Jacob B. Blair, Bliss, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, 
Chanler, Ambrose W. Clark, Clay, Coffroth, Craveis, 
Creswell, Dawes, Dawson, Deming, Dennison, Driggs, 
Dumont, Eldridge, Etiot, English, Farnsworth, Prank, Gan- 
son, Gooch, Grinnell, Hale, Herrick, Asahel W. Hubbard, 
Johu H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Jenckes, William Johnson, 
Julian, Kaibfleisch, Kasson, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando 
Kellogg, Kernan, Knapp, Law, McClurg, Samuel F. Miller, 
Moorhead, Daniel Morris, Morrison, Odell, Pendleton, 
Perham, Pike, Price, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, John H. 
Spalding, Stebbins, 
Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Upson, Voorhees, Elihu B. Wash 
burne, Chilton A. White, Wilson, Windom, Winfield, and 
Fernando Wood—76. 


Pin rr! ’ , 
Rice, Robinson, Ross, 


William G, | 


| &e. If they furnish information of the viola 
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Mr. KASSON. I ask whether that is tp, 

amendment which the House agreed to oy my 
motion? 

Mr. HOLMAN. The House refused to ner, 
to that in the original bill. ce 
Massachusetts [M Boutwe.} suggested 
insertion of these words, 

Mr. BOUTWELL. The amendment m 
by the gentleman from Lowa was quite a differs, 
one from this, and with the consentof the Hous; 
I will state what it was. : 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BOUTWELL. The amendment of th. 
gentleman from Towa had this effect, that inform. 
ers were entitled to one half of the penalty. [| 
law as it now stands limits the moiety to those 
persons who inform officially, deputy collectors 


The gentleman fy 


a al : 


of the law they are to receive one half. 


| fect of this amendment is to limit the moiety to 
| official persons. 


Mr. HOLMAN. With that understanding | 


| withdraw my motion to reconsider. 


The question then being on the remaining mo- 


| tion, that the House ask a committee of conference: 
| on the disagreeing votes between the two Hous &, 


So the fifteenth amendment of the Senate was || 


net concurred in, 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. NOBLE stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Asutey, was sick and confined to his room, and 
had requested him to procure a pair. His col- 


| league was opposed to all the amendments of the 
Senate, but he did not know how he would have 


That is in the nature ofde- | 


Mr. STEVENS called for the yeas and nays, | 


and for tellers on the yeas and nays, 


voted on this subject. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to re- 


consider the vote by which the fifteenth amend- | 


ment of the Senate was non-concurred in; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

‘The latter motion was agreed to. 

Sixteenth amendment: 

Strike out the following trom the seventh section: 

\nd thatupon all such spirits imported prior to the passage 
of this act there shall be levied, collected, and paid an ad 


ditional tax of forty cents per gallon, to be collected under | 


the direction and according to regulations established by 
the Secretary o! thie Treasury. 

The amendment was not concurred in. 

Seventeenth amendment: 

Strike out section nine, as follows: 

Src. 9. dnd be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the assessors and assistant assessors appointed as 
provided in the act to whieh this act is an amendment, to 
assess the additional duties levied by this act upon all spir- 





| its and cotton on which the duty preseribed in said act 


shall have been paid or assessed at the time when this act 


| takes effect; and the lists thereof shall be returned to the 


' several collectors, and the collections made in the same | 


manner as in the ease of montily returns of manulacvires. 


And the duties so assessed shal! be alien in favor of the | 


United States upon all the real and personal estate of the 


owner of such spirits or cotton, to be enforced in the same | 


inanner as is provided in the case of the manufacturers who 


| neglect or retuse to pay the duties provided by the act to 


| no duty has been paid a duty of two cents per pound shall || 


Which this is in fiddition: Provided, That the additional 
duty of one and one hail cent per pound shall be levied apon 
cotton sold by the United States previous to the passage of 
this act, and on which aduty of one half of one cent per 


pound has been paid; and upon all cotton so sold ou which | 


|} be assessed and collected. 


titled to all the 


And insert in tieu thereof the following: 





Sec. 9. Mad be it jurther enacied, ‘That the provisions of | 
the act entided “Anactiutherto provide forthe collection | 


of duties On imports,’? approved March 2, 1833, now in 
foree, shall be taken and deemed as extending to and em 
bracing all laws for the collection of internal duties, stamp 
duties, licenses, or taxes Which have been or may be here- 
alter enacted; and all persons duly authorized to assess, 


receive, or collect such duties or taxes undersuch lawsare | 


hereby declared to be, and to have been, “ revenue officers”’ 
within the true intentand meaning of the said act, and en- 
exemptions, immunities, benefits, rights, 
and privileges therein enumerated and conferred. 

ep 

Che amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the House concurred in the sixth amend- 


ment of the Senate, inserting in section two the 
words * and applicd,’’ so as to make the clause 
read: 

And any person who shall have in his custody or pos- 
session any such spirits or other articles, subject to duty as 
aforesaid, tor the purpose of selling the same with the de- 
sign of avoiding prywentotthe dutics imposed thereon, shall 
be liable to a penalty of $500, or not less than double the 


} amount of duties trandulently attempted to be evaded, to 


be recovered and applied as other penalties provided by the 
act heretofore mentioned. 








proposed before the seconding of the previous 
question, it was agreed to; and the Speaker ap. 
pointed Mr. E. B. Wasusurne of Illinois, Mr. 
‘Tuappeus Stevens of Pennsylvania, and My, 
Frernanpo Woop of New York, as such com- 
mittee on the part of the House. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by Mr, 
Forney, its Secretary, notifying the House that 


| that body had passed an act (H. R. No. 145) for 





the relief of the heirs of Noah Wiswall. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fal- 
lowing message from the President of the United 
States: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I transmit to Congress a report from the Secreta-y of 
State, with the accompanying papers, relative to the elaiu 
on this Government of the owners of the Freneh ship La 
Manche, and recommend an appropriation for the satis! 
tion of the claim, pursuantto the award of the arbitrators. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

Wasuineton, February 16, 1864. 

Mr. STEVENS moved that the message be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Waysand Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MASSACIIUSETTS CONTESTED-ELECTION CASH. 
Mr. DAWES, from the Committee of El 
tions, submitted a report, accompanied by the 
following resolutions; which were laid upon ! 

table, and ordered to be printed: 


Resolved, That John 8. Sleeper is not entitled to a s 
in this House as a Representative in the Thirty-Lighth C 






| gress from the third congressional distriet in Massachuset! 


Resolved, That Alexander H. Rice is entitled to a seat 
this House as a Representative in the Thirty Eighth 
gress from the third congressional district in Massachusetts. 

FREEDMEN’S AFFAIRS. 

The SPEAKER stated that the next business 
in order was the consideration of House bill No. 
51, to establish a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs, 
reported from the s« lect committee on the subject, 
on which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cox) 
was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COX, Mr. Speaker, I did not rise for the 
purpose of discussing this measure—only to hav 
it referred for discussion. The discussion of 1's 
details will be ably conducted by the minority «' 
the committee, the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Kanprieiscu] and the gentleman from tiit- 
fois, [Mr. Knapp.| I shall only eal] atiention 
to its general features. ‘The member who nt 
duced it [Mr. Exior}. commended it to this side 
for its humanity. He recalled to our minds (i 
fact that we opposed the confiscation bill for tts! 
humanity. He hoped that humane considera’ 
would prevail as to this bill, 1 wish that he bad 
set a better example, by his voice and vote upe! 
the other measure... This. bill is founded m pe" 
on the confiscation system. If that were Wmit- 
man, then this is its aggravation. The forme! 
takes the lands which are abandoned by loyal 0" 
disloyal whites, under the pressure of war; hile 
the present bill turns these abandoned lands ov"! 
to the blacks. But motives of humanity, !0¥ 
ever pure, are not the motives that should prom) 
legiolation altogether, 
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} only re fer to the confiscation part of the meas- 
a \w how comprehensive and all-reaching 


eme. The industrious gentleman from 


“7 husetts [Mr. EvioT] states that he ts the 


rof the confiscation bill, of which this bill 
sequel 


a Mi ELIOT. I did not say that I was the au- 


voeof the confiscation bill. [said that f reported 

- om the select committee that had that matter 

pL aru 

yn charge. 3 P } 
Mr. COX. I misapprehended the tenor of the 

eontieman’s remarks. Ihave no doubt that he 

had a good deal todo with getting it up. The 

jad 4 ; 


“ man’s modesty will not permit him te claim 
the credit of it. T rather think that all of these 
measures spring from the fertile brain of the So- 
itor of the Treasury, (Mr. Whiting.) He is 
the reservoir of all the Republican heresy and 
jnislation proposed in this House; though he is 
ofwen coufounded, L think, with divine Provi- 
dence, to Whom gentlemen are erroneously in the 
habit of attributing these abolition measures. 

But to return to the member from Massachu- 
setts, The effect of former legislation has been, 
in his opinion, to bring under the control of the 
Government large multitudes of freedmen who 
«had ceased to be slaves, but had not learned 
how to be free.’? To care for these multitudes 
he presents this bill, which, if not crude and un- 
digested, yet is sweeping and revolutionary. It 
bevins a policy for our Federal Government of 
limited and express powers, so latitudinarian that 
the whole system of our Government is changed. 
If the acts of confiscation and the proclamations, 
on which this measure is founded, be usurpations, 
how ean we who have denounced them favor a 
measure like this? | 

According to Mr. Whiting, this system, to be 
complete, must include in its provisions all the 
abandoned lands, all lands forfeited for taxes, all 
confiscated lands, all derelict personalty, all col- 
ored men free before the war in rebellious districts, 
and all fugitives thereto from loyal States, all le- 
il proceedings of confiscation, all migrations of 
wks to and from rebel States, all laws compen- 
ting masters for slaves, and all other matters 
relating to the colored people, whether bond or 


‘ 


‘This is a new system introduced into our Gov- 
ernment. It opens a vast opportunity for greed, 
tyranny, corruption, and abuse. Lt may be in- 
augurated in the name of humanity; butl doubt, 
sir, if any Government, much less our Federal 
Government of limited and delegated powers, will 
ever succeed in the philanthropic line of business, | 
such as is contemplated by this bill. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts appeals to | 
us to forget the past—not to inquire how these 
poor people have become free, whether by law or 
by usurpation, but to look the great fact in the 
face that three million slaves have become and 

e becoming free.’? 

Before | come to that great fact let me first look 
Constitution, My oath to that is the high- 
est humanity. By preserving the Constitution | 
amidst the rack of war, in any vital part, we are | 
saving for a better time something of those liber- | 
lies, Stateand personal, which have given so much 
ess for over Seventy years to so many mil- 
ions; and which, under a favorable Administra- 
lion, might again restore contentment to our af- | 
licted people. Henee the highest humanity is in 
vulding strong the ramparts of constitutional re- | 

it against such radical usurpations as is pro- 
posed to be inaugurated by measures kindred to 


to Line 


} 


| 
dt 
Ul 8 before the House. 
‘ ‘i the gentleman can show us Warrant in the | 
~osutation to establish this eleemosynary sys- | 
‘i for the blacks, and for making the Govern- | 
Ment ot the United States a grand plantation spec- || 
‘or and overseer, and the Treasury a fund for 
helpless negro, I will then consider the char- | 
able light in which he has commended his bill 
oursympathies. It does not follow that be- || 
“Use (as General Butler once said) there were as || 
any poor in proportion to the people in the poor- | 
me . Massachusetts who were killed out- | 
of Solfe, bad treatment as were killed at the battle | 
 Solferino  properven to those engaged, that || 
wear ‘o interfere by Federal legislation for the || 
cums of Massachusetts inhumanity. i} 


f \ would love to do something for the poor blacks 
“0 have been thrown houseless, clotheless, food- 
i€8s 


. Nd hecneless, and friendless on the cold 
ord by the improvident and barbarous philan- |} 


thropy now in vorue; but when my constituents 
ask me for my warrant thus to tax them, | w 
to b | to pointitout. If you f; 


your bill as to draw no money from the Tr 
ury,and make your scheme self-supporting 


s oO 
if you can so perfect the 


j system as to connect it 
legally with the military without degrading the 
Army, and still disciplineand care for the uafor- 
tunate blacks, male and female, old and young, 
strong and weak, then we may consider its pro- 
priety and legality with a view to aid its passage. 

We cannot and do not desire to ignore the fact 


that incalculable’ misery has been and willbe the | 


fate of the freed negroes; but it is another and a 
difficult problem to reconcile the aid they require 


from the benevolent with our oaths and well-ma- | 


tured judgments as to the province of the Federal 
Government over matters like this. The gentle- 
man refers us for the constitutionality of this meas- 
ure to the war power, the same power by which 
he justifies the emancipation proclamation 
similar measures. We upon this side are thor 
oughly convinced of the utter sophistry of such 
reasoning. If the proclamation be unconstitu- 
tional, how can this or any measure based on it 
be valid? The gentleman says, ‘* If the President 
had the power to free the sle 
the power to take care of him when freed ?’’ Yes, 
no doubt. If he had any power under the war 
power he has all power. He is so utterly irre- 
sponsible that eves Congress cannot share his mo- 
narchical despotism. Under the war power he is 
atyrant withouta clinch on his revoludions. EH: 
can spin in any orbit he likes, as far and as long 
as he pleases. 

He refers us also to that clause of the Consti- 
tution which authorizes Congress “to declare 
war and to make rules concerning capture 


ave, does it notimply 


on 
land.’’ ‘This latter argument squares with the the- 
ory of this war announced by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens,] for the author- 
ity of Congress to declare war is of course only 
meant as against forcign nations, and Congress 
can make all rules concerning captures in such 
awar. But unless the other 
side are ready to acknow ledge the inde poe ndence 


! 
Fenticmen ov the 


of the South, and recognize them as a separat 
nation of belligerents, then his argument proves 
nothing in behalf of this bill, except that he isa 


theoretical secessionist. The constitutional argu 


ment in favor of this bill is one that this side of 


the House cannot recornize, unless we are pre- 
pared to unsay and undo all that we have said 
and done to protect the Constitution sinee the 
abolition measures began ff take the form of law. 

** But,’ itis urged, something must be d 
for the poor blacks. They are perishing by thou- 
sands. We must look the great fact of anti-sla- 
very and its millions of enfranchised victims it 
the face and legislate for their relief.’ 
the appeal to our kindlier natures. Something 
should be done. ‘The humanity which so long 
pitied the plumage should not forget the dying 
bird. But what can be done without violating the 
Constitution of the United States, Sr without in- 
trenching upon a domain never granted by the 


ne 


Such ts 


States or the people in their written charter of 


powers? Whatcan be done? Oh! ye, honey- 
tongued humanitarians of New England, with 
your coffers filled from the rough hand of west- 


| ern toil, the beaded sweat of whose industry by 


the subtle alchemy of your inventive genius 1s 
transmuted into the jewels of your parvenu and 
shoddy splendor, with your dividends rising 


higher and higher like waves under this storm of 


war; | would beseech you to go into the camps 
of the contrabands, as the gentleman deseribed 
them, who are starving ang pining for their old 
homes, and lift them out of the mire into which 
your improvident and premature schemes have 
dragged them, pour the oil of healing into their 
wounds, and save a few of them at least from the 
doom of extirpation. Here is a fitting and legal 
opportunity for the exercise of a gracious haman- 
ity. I rejoice to know that many good men, even 
from New England, have embraced it. 

3ut the gentleman urges this legislation, be- 
cause if it be not passed, the President’s procla- 
mation will be made ‘a living lie.’’? He thinks 
that ** neither the considerate judgment of men- 
kind nor the gracious favor of God can be t 
voked upon the President’s ect of freedom unl 
the law shall protect the freedom w hich theswor J 
wed, ”’ Not merely has the Py id t’s 


proclamation been made a living lie, butthe thou- 


has dee! 


and | 
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sunds of corpses daily hurried out of the contra- 


e the Mississippi prove 
it to have been a deadly li Neither the judement 
man nor the faver of God ean be invoked with- 
out mockery upon a fanatical project so fraught 


ot 


with misery to the weak and wholesale slaughter 
to its deluded victims! 

But we are warned to look the great fact in the 
face that millions unfit tor freedom are yet to be- 
come free. [know, Mr. Speaker, that we cannot 
change the fact by closing our eyes. It is true. 
The revolution rolls on. No effort on the part of 
the Democracy to achieve a nenece through con- 
ciliation will How be listened to. 
those in power ts the spirit ofextermination 
war with its revolutions go 


The spit of 
The 
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political fnotasasocial institution may fall under 
its crushing car, It may be that all of the four 
million slaves will be thrown, like the one hundred 
thousand already fires d, upon the (rigid charities 
of the world. But, sir, if slavery be doomed, so, 
alas! is the slave. No scheme like this bill can 
save him. The Indian reserves, treaties, boun- 
ties, and agencies did not and does not save the 
red man. No Government farming system, no 
charitable t 


son, ind 


black scheme, can wash out the color 
of the negro, change his inferior pature, or save 
him from his inevitable fate. The irrepressible 
conflict is not between slavery and free a but 
between black and white; and, as De Tocque- 
ville prophested, the black will perish. 

Do gentlemen on the other side re ly upon the 
new system, called by the transcendental aboli- 
tionists **.Miscegenalion,’’ tosave the black?) This 
is but another name for amalgamation; but it will 
nat save the negro. True, Wendell Phillips says 


dj taakGod’s own method of crushing out the 


hai “race, and of civilizing and elevating the 
WO ..and Theodore Tilton, the editor of the 


Ladependent, (a pape publishing the laws of the 
United States by authority,) holds that hereafter 
the * negro will lose his typical blackness and be 
found clad in white men’s skins.’? But, sir, vo 
System so repugnant to the nature of our race— 
and to organize which doubtless the next Con- 
gress of Progressives,and perhaps the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, will practically provide—can 
save the negro. 

Mr. ELIOT. IL have no doubt that my friend 
understands all about it, ° 

Mr.COX. funderstand all about it, for | have 
the doctrines laid down in circulars, pamphiets, 
and books published by your anti-slavery people, 
But it was not my intention to discuss it now and 
upon this bill, 

Mr. PRICE, If all the blacks are crushed out, 
how is amalgamation to ruin the country ? 

Mr. COX. They will all run, according to the 
new gospel of abolition, into the white people, 
on that side of the House. [Laughter] 

Mr. ELIOT. Is that what the gentieman is 
afraid of? 

Mr. COX. No, sir; for Ido not believe that 
the doctrine of miscegenation, or the amalgama- 
tion of the white and black, now strenuously 
urged by the abolition leaders, will save the ne- 
It willdestroy him utterly. The p!¥Msiolo- 
gist will tell the gentleman that the mulatto does 
not live; he does not recreate his kind; he isa 
monster, 

Such hybrid races, by a law of Providence, 
scarcely survive beyond one generation. I prom- 
ise the gentleman at some future and appropriate 
time, when better pre pared to develope that idea 
of miscegenation as now heralded by the aboli- 
tionists, who are in thé van of the Republican 
movement—— 

Mr. ELLOT. 
fo into it. 

Mr. COX. If such be the desire of the gentle- 
man I will attempt it, though reluctantly; for my 
materials, like the doctrine, are a little ** mixed.” 

Mr. GRINNELL rose. 

Mr. COX. Icannot yield to the gentleman. 
I want none of his impertinences in my speech. 
The other day when | was speaking he inter- 
rupted me with them without my consent. Ido 
not recognize him as the member to whom I owe 
the courtesy of my attention, 

But since | am challenged to exhibit this doc- 
trine of the abolitionists—called after some Greek 
words—miscegenation—to neingle and generate—I 
call your attention first to acireular I hold in my 
hand. It was circulated at the Cooper Institute 
the other nizht, when a female who, in the pres- 


ero. 


I hope that the gentleman will 
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ence of the President, Vice President, and you, 
Mr. Speaker, and your associates in this Hall, 
made the same saucy speech for abolition which | 
she addressed to the people of New York. It |) 
begins with the following significant quotation: 
from Shakspeare: 
* The elements 


And say to all the world, This was a man!’? 
{ Laughter.) 
‘ Miscegenation: the Theory of the Blending of the Races, 
applied to the American White Man and Negro. Among 
the subjects treated of are 


“). The Mixture of Caucasian and African Blood Essen- || 


tiat to American Progress.’?? [Laughter.} 

2. Llow the American may become Comely.”? (Laugh 
ter. | 

“3. The Type Man a Misecegen—The Sphynx Riddle 
Solved. 

“4. The Irish and Negro first to Commingle.”? [Laugh- | 
ter.] 

“5, Heart Histories of the Daughters of the South. 

“§. Miscegenctic Ideal of Beauty in Women. 

“7. The Future—No White—No Black.” 


If gentlemen doubt the authentiaty of this new 
movement let them go to the office of publication, | 


| 


113 Nassau street, New York, and purchase. | 


The movement is an advance upon the doctrine of || 


the gentlemen opposite, but they will soon work 
up to it. The more philosophical and apostolic 
of the abolition fraternity have fully decided upon | 
the adoption of this amalgamation platform. I 
am informed that the doctrines are already in- | 
dorsed by such lights as Parker Pillsbury, Lu- 


cretia Mott, Albert Brisbane, William Wells 


Brown, Dr. McCune Smith, (half and half—mis- || 


cegen,) Angelina Grimke, Theodore D. Weld and 
wife, and others. 

But these are inferior lights compared ‘vith 
others I shall quote. When F name Theodore | 
Tilton, an editor of the Government * ** ih 
Brooklyn called the Independent; wh« rex] | 
the fact that the polished apostle of ‘abolition, 
Wendell Phillips, whose golden-lipped eloquence 
can make miscegenation as attractive to the ear as 
it is to the other senses; when I quote from the 
New York Tribune, the center and circumference 
of the abolition movement, and Mrs. Stowe, whose 
writings have almost redeemed by their genius | 
ihe hate and discord which they aided to create; | 
when I shall have done all this, I am sure the | 
Progressiveson the other side will begin to prick 
up their ears and study the new science of misce- 
genation with a view to its practical realization 
by a bureau. 





He says: 


| 
“Now Lam going to say something that I know will | 


make the New York Herald use its small capitals and notes 


of admiration, and yet no well-informed man this side of | 


China but believes it inthe very core of his heart. That 


is, ‘amalgamation’—a word that the northern apologist | 


for slavery has always used so glibly, but which you never 
heard from a southerner. Amalgamation! Remember 


this, the youngest of you: that on the 4th day of July, || 


1862, you heard a man say, thatin the light of all history, 
in virtue of every page he ever read, he was an amalgama 
tionist to the utmost extent. L have no hope for the future, | 
as this country has no past, and Europe has no past but in 
that sublime mingling of races which is God’s own method | 
ot civilizing and elevating the world. God, by the events 


of his providence, is crushing out the hatred of race which || 


has cugpled this country until to-day.” 


| put it to gentlemen on the other side, Are you 


respousible forhim? Ah! you received him, how 
ardently in this city and Capitol last year! 

Mr. ELIOT. To whom does the gentleman 
refer? 


1| 
| 
So mixed iv him that Nature might stand up, | 
| 
1 
' 
| 
! 


{Laughter.] 
First hear the testimony of Wend@l Phillips. 





Mr. COX. Wendell Phillips. The Senate 
doors flew open for him; the Vice President of 
the United States weleomed him; Senators flocked 
around him; Representatives cheered his disunion 
utterances at the Smithsonian; and you will fol- 
low him wherever he leads. He ts a practical 


oe : ; | 
amalgamationist, and he is leading and will lead || 


you up to the platform on which you will finally 
stand. You may seem coy and reluctant now, 
but so you were about the political equality of the 
negro a year ago; so you were about abolishing 
slavery in the States two years ago. 
are in the millennial glory of abolition. So it will 
be hereafter with amalgamation! 

Here is what Theodore Tilton, editor of the 
Independent, says in the cireular to which I have 
referred: 


“Have you not seen with your own eyes—no man can 
have escaped it—that the black race in this country is losing 
its typical blackness? The Indian is dying out; the negro 
is only changing color! Men who, by and by, shall ask 
for the Indians, will be pointed to their graves : ‘There lie 
thelr ashes.’ Men who, by and by, shall ask for the ne- 
groes, will be told,‘ There they go, clad in white men’s | 


|| mation of the races. 





| 
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skins.’ A hundred years ago a muljatto was a curiosity; 
now the mulattoes are half a iiilion. You can yourseli 
predictthe future !”? 

Mr. ELIOT. The gentleman will permit me 
to say that surely all this was under a state of 
slavery. 

Mr. COX. I will show the gentleman directly 
that his friends and leaders propose to continue it 
in a state of freedom. It will be the freest kind 
of license. 

Mr. ELIOT. The gentleman willallow me to 
suggest whether the difficulty he labors under is 
not that the Democratic party 4s afraid the Re- 

sublicans will get ahead of them. 

Mr. COX. 1am notafraid of anything of the 


| kind while white people remain upon which we 


can center our affections and philanthropy. You 
can take the whole monopoly of ‘* miscegena- 
tion.’? We abhor and detestit. The circular 
referred to has other indorsements, which U quote 
before I reach that Warwick of Republicanism, 
Horace Grecley. 
January 30 says: 

* This pamphlet comes directly and fearlessly to the ad- 
vocacy ot an idea ef which the American people are more 
afraid than any other. Assuredly God’s laws will fulfill 
and vindicate themselves. [tis in the highest degree im- 
probable that He has placed a naturalrepugnance between 
any two families of His children. It He las done so, that 


| decree will execute itself, and these two will never seek 


intimate companionship together. If, onthe contrary, He 


| has made no such barrier, no such one is needful or desir- 


able, and every attempt to restrain these parties from ex- 
ercising their natural choice is in contravention of His will, 
and is an unjust exercise of power. ‘The future must de 
cide how far black and white are disposed to seek each 
other in marriage. ‘The probability is that there will bea 
progressive intermingling, and thatthe nation will be bene- 
fited by it.’? 

I holdin my hand the Anglo-African, of Janu- 
ary 23, which discusses this subject from the 
purely African stand-point: 

**'The author of the pamplilet before us advances beyond 
these lights of the days gone by. What they deemeda re- 
mote and undesirable probability he regards as a preset 
and pressing necessity; what they deemed to be an evil to be 
legisiated against le regards as a blessing which should be 
hastened by all the legislative and political organizations 
in the land! The word, nay the deed, miscegenation, the 
same in substance with the word amalgamation, the ter- 
ror of our abolition friends twenty years ago, and of many 
of them to-day—tmiscegenation which means intermar- 
riages between whites and blacks—‘ miscegenation,’ which 
means the absolute practical brotherhood and social inter- 
| mingling of blacks and whites, he would have inscribed on 

the bannerotthe Republican party, and held upas the watch- 

wordof the next presidential platform !”? ” . ° 


+ 


* We take a deep interest in the doctrine shadowed 
forth, thatto improve agiven race of men. It is too late to 
begin with infantand Sunday schooling: at birth they have 
the bent of their parents, which we may slightly alter, but 

| cannot radically change. The education and improvement 
should begin with the marriage of parties who, instead of 
strong resemblances, should have contrasts which are com- 
plementary each of the other. It is disgraceful to our 
modern civilization that we have socictics for improving 
the breed of sheep, horses, and pigs, while the human race 
is left to grow up without scientific culture.”’ 

The editor of the Anglo-African confesses that 
he is a lnttle staggered in his theories by what he 
calls the evident deterioration of the mixed bloods 
of Central America, but he finds the solution of the 

| difficulty in the fact that the races there mixed, 
Indian and Spanish, are not complementary of 
each other. This,to my observation, Mr.Speaker, 
is as absurd as itis untrue. But I am not now 
arguing the reasonableness of this doctrine of 
mixed races. | only propose to show what itis, 

| and whither it is tending, 

The New York Tribune, the great organ of the 
dominant party, is not so frank as the Anglo- 
| African, but its exposition of * miscegenation”’ is 

one of the signs which point to the Republican 
| solution of our African troubles by the amalga- 

In indorsing the doctrine of 

Lo 

| this pamphlet, Mr. Greeley holds that— 


**No statesman in his senses cares to put morsels of cu- 
| ticle under a microscope before he determines upon the 
prudence of a particular policy, Diversity of races is the 
| condition precedent in «America, and their assimilation is the 

problem. High skulls, broad skulls, long skulls, black hair, 
| red hair, yellow hair, straight jaws or prominent jaws, white 


Now you || skins, black skins, copper skins, or olive skins, Caucasians, 


| Ethiopians, Mongolians, Americans, or Malays, with oval 
| pelvis, round pelvis, square pelvis, or oblong pelvis, we 
have or may have them all in our population; and our 


rial differences to the ameliorating influence of an honest 
and unlimited recognition of one common nature.” 

To “ assimilate these various races’’ is the prob- 
lem which Mr. Greeley approaches. 
not but admire the delicate phraseology by which 
his approaches are couched. Not so the pam- 
phlet to which I referred. It is bold and out- 





spoken. It advocates a preference of the black 


| ; 
| should be no impediment to the absorption of one racy 


| the South. 


The Anti-Slavery Standard of | 


business is to accommodate all by subjecting merely mate- | 


We can- | 
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over the white as partners. The following ay, th 
pots inculcated by its author: : ; 


“1. Since the whole human race is of one family the 
should be, in a republic, no distinction in political on ae 
rights on account of color, race, or nativity. 

62. The doctrine of human brotherhood ‘implies thi 
of white and black to intermarry. : 

«3. The solution of the negro problem will not be re ic} 
in this country until public opinion sanctions a y,); G 
the two races. 

“4. As the negro is here and cannot be driven out por, 


sucial 
right 


{ 


nion of 


the other. ” 


“5. Legitimate unions between whites and blacks, uld 

| not possibly have any worse effect than the illegitimate 
unions Which have been going on more than a cenjyry S 
“6. The mingling of diverse races is proved by all history 
to have been a positive benefit to the progeny. . 
7, The southern rebellion is caused less by slavery q) 


. ® : . . an 
by the base prejudice resulting from distinetion of e,) 


|| and perfect peace can come only by a cessation of that dis’ 


tinclion througit an absorption of the black race by 4), 


|| white, 


8. [tis the duty of anti-slavery men everywhere 
vocate the mingling of the two races, 
“9. The next presidentral election should secure to the 
blacks all their social and political rights ; and the progres 
sive party should not flinch from conciusions fairly dedue, 
ble from their own principles. r 
40. In the millennial fature the highest type of may 
hood will not be white or black, but brown; and the unio) 
of black with white in marriage will help the Luan { 
ily the sooner to realize its great destiny.”’ 
The author finds anemblem of his success jn 
; 

the blending of many to make the one new race, 
| in the crowning of the dome above this Capito! 

with the bronze statue of Liberty! [tis neither 

black nor white, but the intermediate miscegen, 
| typifying the exquisite composite race whicl) js 
|| to arise out of this war for abolition, and whose 
|| destiny it is to rule the continent! Well might 
1] 


ad 


ain 


the correspondent of the New York Tribu: 
| describing the lifting of the uncouth masses, and 
| bolting them together joint by joint, till they 
| blended into the majestic ** Freedom” which |ifis 

| her head in the blue sky above us, regard th 
|| scene as prophetic of the time when the recon- 
structed symbol of freedom in America shal! be 
| a colored goddess of liberty! But to the pam- 
'| phlet itself. Here we have it, Mr. Speaker. This 

uew evangel for the redemption of the black and 

| white, upon its introductory page begins as fol- 

lows: : 

“The word is spoken at last. It is miscegenation—1l 
blending of the various races of men—the practical recog 
|| nition of the brotherhood of all the children of the common 
| Father.”?) (Laughter.] 

Just what our miscegenetic Chaplain prays for 
here almost every morning; and youall voted for 
| him, even some of my friends from the border 
| States. The * intrpduction’’ proceeds: 

‘While the sublime inspirations of Christianity have 
|, taught this doctrine, Christians so-called have iguored |! in 
| denying social equality to the colored man; wiile denor 
|| racy is founded upon the idea that all men are equal, Dew 
ocrats have shrunk from the logic of their own creed, and 
| refused to fraternize with the people of all nations; while 
| science has demonstrated that the intermarriage of divers 
races is indispensable to a progressive humanity, its vola 
|| ries, in this country at least, have never had the courage lo 
|| apply that rule tothe relations of the white and colored ra 
But Christianity, democracy, and science, are stronger thn 
|| the timidity, prejudice, and pride of short-sighted men; aud 
|| they teach that a people, to become great, must becom 
|| composite. This involves whatis vulgarly known as awa 
| gamation,” [laughter,] ‘and those who dread that name, 
| and the thought and tact it implies, are warned against 
reading these pages.’ 

There are some remarkable things thrown out 
in this pamphlet, which should be examined by 

> re P S- 
gentlemen upon the other side. The author di 
cusses the eflect of temperature on color. Quoltins 
from a German naturalist, he holds— 


“That the true skin is perfectly white; that over It ls 
placed another membrane, called the reticular Ussue, - 
that this is the membrane thatis black ; and, finally, tc! 
is covered by a third membrane, the scarf skin, which fe 
been compared to a fine varnish lightly extended over tie 
colored membrane, and designed to protect it. Examine 
also this piece of skin; belouging toa very fair person. You 
perceive over the true white skin a membrane ol a alignt) 
|| brownish tint, and over that, again, but quite distinet (ro! 
|| it, atransparent membrane. In other words, it cleany a) 
pears that the whites and the copper-colored have a colors 
| membrane which is placed under the scart skin and imi 
|| diately above the true skin, just as itis in the negro. fe" 
| infant negroes are born while, or rather reddish, a ae 
|| of other people,” [laughter] ‘* but in two or three caw, 
| color begins tochange; they speedily become copper . es 
|| [laughter,] ‘* and by the seventh or eighth day, though never 
| 
1 
1 
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e 





erposed to the sun, they appear quite black.” | Laugine’. 


7 fie mentions that it is known that negroes, in seme” 
instances, are born quite white or are true Albinos; * ae 
|| times, after being black for many years, they become a 5 
| bald, or whoily white, without their general heaith sufferin€ 
| under the change. He also mentions another We’ 
|| phasis, whieh would not be agreeable to the projue bald 
| many amoung as; it is that of the white becoming pied* 
i} with black ag deep as ebony.” 
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That is an argument to show that we all, black 


and white, start off in the race of life nearly of the | 


same color, and that we ought to come to itagain, 
by the processes of—miscegenation : 

The author, in his second chapter, devotes many 
pages to considering the superiority of mixed 
races. Without combating his facts or deduc- 
tions, let me quote this grand conclusion: 


« Whatever of power and vitality there is in the Amert- 
ean race is derived, not from its Anglo-Saxon progenitors, 
but from all the different nationalities which go to make up 
this people. All that is necded to make us the finest race 
on earth is to ingraft upon our stock the negro element 
which Providence has placed by our side on this continent.” 
{Laughter.] Of all the rfch treasures of blood vouchsated 
to ts, that of the negro is the most precious,” (laughter, ] “be- 
cause itis the most unlike any other that enters into the 
composition of our national lite.” [Laughter.] 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I wish my 
friend from Ohio to read an extract from a book 
which he himself wrote. 

Mr. COX. My friend ought not to be so sen- 
sitive. These developments will not hurt him. 
He does net belong to the miscegenists yet; and 
if he will stand by General Grant and the white 
constitution—physical and political—he will not 
‘mix?’ himself in this matter. I again quote: 

[tis clear that no race can long endure without a com- 
mingling of its blood with that of other races. ‘The con- 
dition ofall human progress is miscegenation.”? [Laughter.] 
“The Anglo-Saxon should learn this in time tor his own 
salvation. i a 
us at least respect the law of self-preservation. Provi- 
dence has kindly placed on the American soil, for his own 
wise purposes, four million colored people. ‘They are our 
brothers, our sisters.’? [Laughter.] “ By mingling with 
them we become powertul, prosperous, and progressive ; 
by refusing to do so we become feeble, unhealthy, narrow- 


minded, unfit for the nobler otfices of freedom, aud cértain 


of early decay.” 


{Laughtey.] 


; : 
I call the special attention of my friend from | 
Massachusetts [Mr. Error] to these points, with 


a view to their incorporation in his bureau for 
freedmen and freedwomen. All your efforts will 
be vain, and you will not be able to maintain a 
healthy vitality, if you do not mix your whites 
very freely with your black beneficiaries. 

The writer gives us his theory of the war. Al- 
though the war has not quite reached the misce- 
genetic point yet, it progresses visibly. After 
showing how other wars have blended the various 
bloods of the world, he says: 


“It will be our noble prerogative to set the example of | 
It is idle to maintain that this | 
It isa war for the | 


this rich blending of blood. 
present war is not a war for the uegro. 
negro. Not simply for his personal rights or his physical 


freedom; it is a war, if you please, of amalgamation, so 


ealled—a war looking, as its final fruit, to the blending of | 


the white and black. All attempts to end it withouta rec- 
ognition of the political, civil, and social rights of the negro 
will only lead to still bloodier battles inthe future. Letus 
be wise and look to the end. Let the war go on until every 
black man and every black woman is free. Let itgo on until 
the pride of caste is done away. Let it go on until church, 


and state, and society recognize not only the propriety but | 
the necessity of the fusion of the white and black ;” [laugh- | 


ter) “in short, until the great truth shall be declared in our 


public documents and announced in the messages of our | 


Presidents, that it is desirable the white man should marry 
the black woman and the white woman the black man— 
that the race should become melaleuketic before it becomes 
miscegenetic.”? [Great laughter.) 

This is the language of scientific progress, soon 
to become familiar to the gentlemen on the other 
side. The author proceeds: 

“The next step will be the opening of California to the 
teeming millions of eastern Asia. ‘The patience, the in- 


dustry, the ingenuity, the organizing power, the skill in the 
mechanic arts which characterize the Japanese and Chi- 


ese must be transplanted to our soil, not merely by the | 


immigration of the inhabitants of those nations, but by their 
ineorporation with the composite race which will hereafter 
ruie this continent. 

“Tt must be remembered that the Indians whom we have 
displaced were copper-colored ; and no other complexion, 


physiologists affirm, can exist permanently in America. | 
lhe white race which settled in New England will be un- | 


able to maintain its vitality as a lolonde people. The darker 


shades of color live and thrive, and the consumption so | 
prevalent in our eastern States is mainly confined to the | 


yellow-haired and thin-blooded blondes.”? 


What a sad picture this for our New England 
friends! Oh, ye yellow-haired and thin-blooded 
Yankees! Mingle! mingle! mingle while ye 
may! Itis the sure cure for your asthmas and 
consumptions. 


Still speaking of these thin-blooded New Eng- | 


landers, he says: 


“They need the intermingling of the rich tropic temper- | 


ament of the negro to give warmth and fullness to their 


natures.”? (Laughter.] “They feel the yearning, and do | 


hot know how to interpret it.” 


aughter.) “'T rsi- 
cian te (Laughter. ] The physi 


, lis them they must travel to a warmer climate. 
ley recognize in this a glimpse of the want they feel, 


if we will not heed the demands of justice, let 


though they are hopeless of its efficacy to fully restore the 

Jost vitality. Still they feel the nameless longing. 

j ** Yet waft me from the harbor mouth, 

Wild wind! I seek a warmer sky, 

| And I will see before I die 

| The palms and temples of the South.’ 

**Ttis only by the infusion into their very system of the 

| vital forces of a tropie race that they may regain health and 

|| strength. We must accept the facts of nature. We must 

|! become a yellow-skinned, black-haired people—in fine, we 
must become miscegeus if we would attain the fullest re 
sults of civilization.’ [Laughter.] 

This enthusiastic theorist then shows that all 
| religions are derived from the dark races. He 
| calls to us from the tombs of Egypt, and solves 
| the Sphynx riddle of our national destiny. That 
| solution is this: that ‘* if we would fillour proper 
| places in nature we must mingle our blood with 
| all the children of the common Father of human- 
| - 

”* ‘Thus and thus only can we hope for re- 


| ity. 
|| demption bya pure religion, The cold skepticism 
\| of the Caucasian will then be expunged in the 
more genial faith which miscegenation will pro- 
| duce. Hear him: 


** May we not hope that in the happier hereafter of this 
continent, when the Mongolian from China and Japan, and 
the negro from his own Africa, shall have blent their more 
emotional natures with ours, that here may be witnessed 
at once the most perfect religion as well as the most per 
fect type of mankind the worldhas yet seen? Letus then 
embrace our black brother; [laughter ;} “let us give him 
the intellect, the energy, the nervous endurance of the cold 
North which he needs, and let us take from him his emo- 
tional power, his love of the spiritual, his delight in the 
wonders which we understand only through faith. In the 
|| beautiful words of Emerson: 


“¢ He has the avenues to God 
Hid from men of northern brain, 
Far beholding, without cloud, 
What these with slowest steps attain.’ ”’ 





miscegen will become physiologically. He will 
|| be the realization of the ideal, not of the white 


blended races! The artist is called in to adorn 
by the rarest touches of the facile pencil this pro- 
duction of advanced abolitionism: 


¢ * The ideal or type man of the future will blend in hime 
self all thatis passionate and emotional in the darker races, 
all that is imaginative and spiritual in the Asiatic races, 
and all thatisintellectual and perceptive inthe white races. 
He will also be composite as regards color. The purest 
|} miscegen will be brown, with reddish eheeks, curly and 
|| waving hair, dark eyes, anda tuliness and suppleness of torm 


not now dreamed of by any individual people.” 
* * * * * . * * . 


* 


© Adam, the progenitor of the race, as his very name sig 


Syria and Mesopotamia, must have been of a tawny or yel 
low color. The extreme white and black are departures 
from the original type. The Saviour is represented very 
falsely in paintings as being light-haired and white-skinned, 
when, in truth, he must have been a man of very dark com- 
plexion, as were all the Palestine Jews. They were a 
tawny or yellow race, The fact has been noticed that the 
Amharic, the language of the Abyssinian, is remarkably 
analogous to the Hebrew, rendering it probable that the 
Jews were partly of Abyssinian or negro origin.” 





-others have nfade in confounding the Abyssinian 
with our Congo negro. They are utterly unlike 
inform and feature as well as in mind and char- 
acter. The author’s eloquence is better than his 
science; for with what enthusiasm does he close 
his appeal to the members of the abolition party: 

* Weurge upon white men and women no longer to glory 
in their color; itis no evidence of cultivation or of purity ot 
blood. Adam and Christ, the type men of the world’s great 
eras, were red or yellow, and to men of this color, above 
all others, must be communicated the higher inspirations 
which involve great spiritual truths, and which bring in 


dividuals of the human family into direct communion with 
supernatural agencies.”’ 


These theories, which seem so novel to us, 
have been a part of the gospel of abolition for 
years. The celebrated authoress of Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin has made a pen-portrait of a miscegenetic 
woman and man in her novel called Dred. She 
makes them the central figures in her graphic 
scenes of southern life. Harry, the quadroon 


of that ** mixed blood which seems so peculiarly 
fitted to appreciate all the finer aspects of conven- 
tional life.” 
the constitution inherited from his father, tem- 

ered by the soft and genial temperament of the 
beautiful Eboe mulattress who was his mother, 
that, through fear or friendship, upon the planta- 
tion there was universal subordination to him. 
Lisette is described as a delicate, airy little crea- 
ture, formed by a mixture of the African and 
| French blood, producing one of those fanciful, 





nifies, was made of red earth; and, like the inhabitants of 


The writer then goes on to show what this | 


or of the black race, but the perfect ideal of the | 


The writer makes the same mistake which | 


overseer, and Lisette, his wife, are described as 


Harry’s power was such, owing to | 
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exotic combinations that give the same impres- 
sion of brilliancy and richness that one receives 


—yo 


_ from tropical insects and flowers! Hereyes have 


the hazy,dreamy languor which is so character- 
istic of the mixed races, 

‘With such sensuous portraiture as his original, 
the author I am considering finds all the charac- 


| teristics of perfect ideal beauty in the—negro girl! 


| beautiful in the human face? 


Ile copies them with fidelity, if he does not sur- 
pass the original. 


4 call the attention of gentlemen upon the other 
side to this remarkable picture, for they will find 


its living counterpart only in the crazed skulls of 
their fanatic supporters: 


**In what does beauty consist? In richness and bright 
ness of color, and in gracefulness of curve and outline. 
What does the Anglo-Saxon, who assumes that his race 
monopolizes the beauty of the earth, look for in a lovely 
woman? Her cheeks must be rounded and have a tint of 
the sun, her lips must be pouting, her teeth white and reg 
ular, her eyes large and bright; ber hair must curt about 
herhead, ordescend Incrinkling Waves; she must be merry, 
gay, full of poetry and sentiment, fond of song, childlike, 
and artless, But all these characteristics belong, in a some 
what exaggerated degree, to the negro girl. What color is 
Is it the blank white? In 


| paintings, the artist has never portrayed so perfect a woman 


to the fancy as when, choosing his subject from some other 
than the Caucasian race, he has been able to introduce the 
marvelous charm of the combination of colors in ber face. 


| Not alone to the white face, even when tinted with mant 


ling blood, is the fascination of female loveliness imputed. 
The author may state—and the same experience can be 


| Witnessed to by thousands—that the most beautiful girl in 


form, feature, and every attribute of feminine loveliness 
he ever saw was a mulatto, By crossing and improve 
ment of different varieties, the strawberry, or other garden 
fruit, is brought nearest to perfection, in sweetness, size, 
and truittulness. This was a ripe and comp'ete woman, 
possessing the best elements of two sources of parentage. 
Her complexion was warm and dark, and golden with the 
heat of tropical sans, lips full and luscious, cheeks pertectly 
molded and tinged with deep crimson, hair curling, and 
**© Whose glossy black 

To shame might bring 

The plumage of the raven’s wing.’ ”” 

This pamphleteer is a thorough philosopher. 
He holds that the slaveholders South are a supe- 
rior race, owing to their intimate communication 
from birth to death with the colored race. Their 
emotional power, fervid oratory, and intensity of 


| thoughtand will are attributed to this asseciation, 
| Their ability to cope with the North in battle is 
| found to consist in the fact that the presence of 
| Africans in their midst in large numbers infuses 
| into the aira sort of barbaric malaria; a miasm of 


fierceness, which after long intercourse between 
the races comes to infect the white men and even 


the women also! 





| party. 





; and willremain with him. 


| the assemblage. 


| site of the negro. 
his hair in younger days was light; he is, in short, one of 
| the sharpest possible contrasts to the pure negro. Mr. Theo- 


I would fail in my promise to elucidate this new 
creed of abolition, did I not call attention to the 
argument which the writer draws from the fact that 
contraries like each other and that the blonde in- 


| continently fallsin love with the black! From this 
| principle of esthetics or lust the author deduces his 


highest typeof beauty. From this source of oppo- 
site yet mingling emotions he thinks that civiliza- 
tion will be enhanced and glorified! 

I give his deductions as well for their novelty 
as for his felicity in choosing the names by which 
he illustrates them. Let me again quote: 


* Such of our readers as have attended anti-slavery meet 
ings will have observed the large proportion of blondes in 
This peculiarity is also noticeable in the 
leading speakers and agitators in the great anti-slavery 
Mr. Horace Greeley, of the New York Tribune, 
known for his devotion to the negro race, is as Opposite as 
a man possibly can be tothe people to whom he has shown 
his attachment by long and earnest labor for their welfare. 
in color, complexion, structure, mental habits, peculiarities 
of all kinds, they are as far apart as the poles. The same 
is true of Mr. Wendell Phillips. He, too, is the very oppo 
His complexion is reddish and sanguine ; 


dore Tilton, the eloquent young editor of the Independent, 
who has already achieved immortality by advocating en 

thusiastically the doctrine of miscégenation,’’ [laughter,} 
“isa very pure specimen of the blonde, and when a young 
man was noted for his angelic type of feature?’—[laughiter}— 
“we mean angelic after the type of Raphael, which ts not 
the true angelic feature, because the perfect type of the fu 

ture will be that of the biended races, with the sunny hues 
of the South tinging the colorless complexion of the icy 
North. But it is needicss further to particularize. The 
sympathy Mr. Greeley, Mr. Phillips, and Mr. Tilton feel for 
the negro is the love which the bloude bears tor the black ; 
it is a love of race, a sympathy stronger to them than the 
love they bear to woman. It is founded upon natural law. 
We love our opposites. 

“ Nor is it aloue true thrt the bloude love the black. The 
black also love their opposites. Said Frederick Douglass, 
a noble specimen of the melaleuketic American,” [laugh 
ter,] “in one of his speeches: ‘We love the white man, 
We like him too well to leave 


' him; but we must possess with him the rights of freemen.’ 
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yainful evidence that the passion of 

abit is offer mecoutrollable as 

00) «8 yw the terrorof the law. Ithas been so, too, upon 

th uv plantations, The only remedy for this is le 
melaleu ic marriage. { Laughter. } 

Vi rey tons at Hilton Head and along the 

Carolina coast might have been added to the iilus- 

trations above to show the irrepressible affection 


between White women and black men and black 
women and white men. But on that—I forbear! 

Sir, | cannot pursue this style of remark fur- 
ther. ‘The contemplation of such disgusting the- 
ories 18 not pleasant. [have been challenged to 
go into it by my friend from Massachusetts. 
Thisismy apology. ‘The gentlemen onthe other 
side may be unconscio’s of the path they are 
traveling under the lead of these amalgamationists. 
Bat they must follow. They may protest, but 
we know that they wall yield, ‘for the y have ever 
yielded to their extreme men. As this very writer 
himself truly says, (page 58:) 

As the war has progressed, men’ minds have been 
opened more aud more to the trae cause of our country’s 
ditheultic Iluman nature is imperiect; itcan ordinarily 
take in only bait or quarter truth it Was a great step in 
the advance when the country willingly accepted the truth 


thatall men should be tree, But it might not have been 
no by many that further along in the path of progress we 


sould recognize the great doctrine of human brotherhood, 
id that buman brotherhood comprehended not merely 
tie persoual treedom, but the acknowledgment of the po 
ibttien!t and social rights of the negro, and toe provision for 
i trance into these tamily relations which form the 
dea i aud strongest ties that bind humanity together 
oO place the races upon a looting of perfeet equality, and 
these results will sureiv follow. e 
Let inbe understood, then, that equality before the law, 
for the megro, secure to him treedoiun, privilege to secure 


property and public position, and, above all, carries with it 


{ tlhimate fusion of the negro and white races. When this 
il be accomplished by the inevitable intluences of time, 

Ul the troubles that loom up new in the tuture of our coun 
ihave passed away. [tis the true solution of our 

il Jind heis blind whe doves not sce it. The Pres 
tott Uuited States, fortunately for the country, has 


groatadvance inthe right direction, Uis first thought 
in connection with the enfranchiszement of the slaves was 


to cend them from tive coumtry. He discovered, first, that 
Liis was physically impossibls » ind, second, that the labor 

we which would be lost to America andthe world would 
arount in value to more thanthe debts of all the nations of 
the earth ‘The negro is rooted on thiscontinent; we can 


ol remove him; we must not hold bhimin bondage. The 
t course is to give him his rights, and let him alone; 
id by the certain influence of our institutions he will be 
une a component element of the American man.” 
Gentlemen of the other side have here laid 
down for them the shining pathway that will lead 
them outof the troubles with which theirill-judged 
emancipation schemes have environed them, 
Whether they will follow it, time will show. 
Events will show whether the American peopl 
not have a thorough and honest white man’s 
dissrust for all these African policies , culminating, 
as they ust, in amaly 
reverse the 


ramation, so as in time to 
wheel of revolution, and thus save 
—the one from continued slaughter, and 
the other from eventual and certain extermination. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will my 
friend be good enough to yield to me a moment? 
Mr. COX. The gentleman will excuse me. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ulinois. Lonly desire 
to Incorporate into the gentle man’s Speech an ex- 
L ask my friend to read 


ly th races 


tract from hisown book, 
it. |L know he will do it. 
Mr. HARDING. IL object. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois: I will endea- 
vor, then, to get the floor when he gets through. 
Mr. COX. The gentleman has in his hand a 
book which | published in 1851—The Backeye 
A broad—and desires to read fromit. [have had 
the extracts he would have read published for 
years in my district as political capital against 
me, but without much effect. They did not influ- 
ence even the ignorant, IT have heard these same 
extracts read here in this House by a former col- 
league, and | answered them thoroughly, as the 
ventieoman knows. He will find my answer to it 
in the Congfessional Globe of 1862. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois 
er——_— 
Mr. COX. No, sir, 1 do not yield to the gen- 
tleman. | 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Idonotask 
the gentleman to yie ld. I me re ly wish to say 
that I recollect the genteman’s spee ch. [Cries of 
“Order!” Order! a 
The SPEAKER pre tempore. 
from Llinow will cons 


Mr, COX. 


Mr. Spe ak- 


The gentleman 
to order. 
L have quoted these extracts to show || 


there is a doctrine now being advert d and 


d by the leading lights of the Al 


olition party, 
to rd which the Republean pi rty wil nd must 
advance, see how the y have advanced for the 
lust two or three years ! They used to dé nY, 
whenever it was charged, that they favored black 
citizenship; yet now they are favoring free black 
suffrage in the District of Columbia, and will 
favor it wherever in the South they need it for 
their purposes. The Attorney General of the 
United States has declared the African to be an 
American citizen. The Sec retary of State grants 
him a passport as such. The President of the 
United State s calls him an American citizen of 
African descent. The Senate of the United States 
is diseussing African equality in street cars. We 
have the negro at every moment and in every bill 
in Congress. All these things, in connection with 
the African policies of confiscation and emanci- 
pation in their various shapes for the past three 
years, culminating in this grand plunder scheme 
of a department for freedmen, ought to convince 
us that that party is moving steadily forward to 
perfect social equality of black and white, and 
can only end in this detestable doctrine of—mis- 
cegenation ! 

Gentlemen may deny that this is the tendency 
of their party. ‘They used to deny that they fa- 
vored the doctrine of the political equality of 
black and white, which was once charged upon 


them, an id which the y are how so boldly consum- | 


mating. Thetruth wills appear. Aftera year ortwo 
some member from New England will come here 


recognizing the great fact that four million blacks 


are mixing more or less, and ought to mix more 
with the whites of the country, and willadvocate 
a bureau of another kind—a department for the 


hybrids who are cast upon the care of the Gov- | 


ernment by this system of miscegenation. 

Mr. Speaker, since | have been upon the floor, 
the ge ntleman from Massachusetts more than 
hinted that the Democracy might desire to com- 
pete with his party in this new scheme of misce re- 
gation. Not at all,sir. Our prejudicesare strong, 
but they are in favor of our own color. We have, 
intimes past, affiliated with the Democracy South, 
but I do notunderstand that the Democratic party 
North is responsible for what the Democratic 
party South did since or when they separated from 
us, or since and when they divided our party and 
helped you to divide the Union. The Democratic 
party of the North never was a pro-slavery party, 
as has been libelously charged. [Laughter on the 


Re pul blican side. ] Oh, 1 know you laugh, ge ntle- | 


men,at that; but your laugh is * like the crackling 
of thorns under a pot.”’ 

The Seripture tells you what kind of laughter 
that is. 
acterize it further, I repeat it, the Democracy 
North never was a pro-slavery party. 


It would be unparliamentary to char- | 


I know | 


the contrary has been reiterated by the crew who | 
have floated on the summer current of north- | 


ern prejudice, until many good people believe it. 
A grosser falsehood was never uttered. Even 
Horace Greeley is ashamed any more to repeat it, 
Lle stated the eee r day our position correctly, 
when he said that * northern Democrac y is not 
really pro-slavery, but anti-intervention; main- 


taining, not that slavery is right, but that we of 


the free States should mind our own business and 
let alone other people’s.’? Our platforms are but 
the repetition of this idea of non-interference. Be- 
ginning with 1840 and ending with 1860, we re- 
solved— 

‘That Congress has no power, under the Constitution, 


to interfere with or control the domestic institutions of the 
several States; and thatsuch States are the sole and proper 


judges of everything pertaining to their own affairs, not pro- | 


biblted by the Constitution; that all efforts by abolitionists 
or Others made to induce Congress to interiere with ques- 
tions of slavery, orto take incipientsteps in relation thereto, 
are enleulated to lead to the most alarming and dangerous 
consequences, and that all such efforts have an inevitable 
tendeney to diminish the happiness of the people, and en 
danger the stability and permanency of the Union, and 
ought not to be countenanced by any triend to our political 


institutions.’ 

The Democracy ever favored local sovereignty 
as to slavery and every other domestic matter. 
They would have extended that sovereignty, and 
not slavery, from the States to the Territories. On 
that question of extension, ef non-intervention, 
the Democracy North and South unhappily di- 
vided. The consequences are upon us 

I acceptevents as they transpire, 


Not respons- 
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ible for them, yet not unobservant of them, I, 


the attention of the House to the bold Strides why; 


have becn made since we last met, by fraud ; ol 
force, to crush out the institution of slavery. | 
need not point you to the black reeruitin: Y Sys 

in Maryland and Missouri. 1 need not rehe: ne 
the orders of generals and subordinates, ali woyk- 


ing to this end, regardless of the richts of prop- 
erty or local sovereignty. Slavery hangs pre- 
cariously, by a hair, in Tennessee, Arkansas 
Louisiana, Maryland, Missouri, and Florida 
Even in old Ke ntucky, where her loyal people 
cared less for it and more for their State right over 
it,anti-slavery is at work.* Wherever in our jin 
slavery yet exists, it Is comparatively free ay 
altogether profitiess. It works at its own wi! 
and not at the will of the master. Outside of o 
lines—within the Gulf States—slaves once wort! 
$2,000 are now only worth their $100 in go ld: 
and this depreciation will go on if our armies con- 
tinue to penetrate the South. If itthus go on 
where will it end? In the grave of. the sla 
Read the accounts of mortality among the bla ‘ 
especially those in the military, Each cam) Aaa 
hospital. The deserted families perish by 
re aoe u from their homes, by vice and starvation, 
We of this side have no power to stop it. The 
war keeps it going. For this condition of the 
negro let the Abolition party and its savage coun- 
terpart South answer to God and the cow try, 
To the horrors and calamities of the whites erow- 
ing out of this war is to be added the miseries ea 
destruction of the blacks; and this indictment of 
high crime will not be found against the northern 
Democrac y, but against its revilers North, who 
divided our Union, and its enemies South, who 
divided our party. 

In the forthcoming election for Chief Magis- 
trate you will find the Democracy making iio is- 
sue about slavery. If itis dying orde ad,as you 
allege, you will find them striving their utmost 
to preserve what they can of local and personal 
liberty out of the chaos of thisconflict. We ha 
been the champions of local and State liberty, | 
because slavery was guarantied by it. No, sir. 
We have not championed slavery. We never 
placed it in our northern constitutions. 1 would 


“Ss 
} 
A 


| fain have secn slavery die, if die itmust, by 


unforced action of the States, as it has dir d in tl 
now free States, and not by the rough usag 
war, which destroys the slave with slavery; 
by usurpations upon the rights of the States and 
the people, which de ‘stroy both freedom and s 
very and slave, but by the sovereign intellig: 
of the people of the States, w who aléae are respons- 
ible for the existence of thei irown domestic | 
tutions. 

lam not insensible to the signs of the 
Judging by what we daily see here in this Ho 
the border States, through the blandishment 
power, the fear stitie. the tyranny of the bayon:t, 
and the corruption of greenbacks, are, [ think, 
gradually being persuaded to yield before 
genius of universalemancipation! The music o 
the old Union is hushed in the bugles of wa: 
The northern Democracy, in struggling to pre- 
serve the institutions of those States, and in doing 
which they have been and are yet in sympathy 
with their only proper representatives, have do 
so from no love of slave ry; but be cause, in the 


language of the Chicago platform, they would by 


preserving State institutions, * preserve the 

ance of power, on which the perfection and 

durance of our political fabric depended.’ 
When the party in power, by edict and bx 


_ net, by sham election and juggling prociam: ition, 


civil polity, local self-government. 


' when they stab the hated institution. 


drag down slave ry, they drag down in the spirit 
of ruthless iconoclast the very genius of our 
The y st trike 
constitutional liberty in striking at domestic sia- 
very. Henee they must abolish habeas corpus 
They must 
invade bills of right when they invade State rights. 

When next you meet us at the polls you s! all 


‘answer for the perfection of our political fi ibric 


which you have marred, and the endurance ot 
which you have imperiled. No more wrangling 
about pro-slavery or anti-slavery. The qu stion 
shall be, the old order with Democracy to 2é- 
seanreter it, or continued revolution with destrut 
tives to guide it; the old Union with as muc l) of 
local sovere iguty as may be saved from the a 

sion of war,ora new abolition and military woity 
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i 
: 
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- oryitory, With debt, tyranny, and fanaticism 
ik ‘ y - . . 

ut, COLE, of California, obtained the floor. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
rleman from California will yield to me a mo- 


aap. COLE, of California. Certainly. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. | wish to 
make an excuse for the author of the pamphlet 
from which the gentleman from Ohio has read 
eyeh copious extracts. I think that author has 
ber Nn col rupted by my friend fromOhio. I think 


he must have been reading a book which the gen- | 


eman from Ohio bas written, which I now hold 
iy my hand, and which I have read with great 
pleasure. ‘The gentleman from Ohio said that he 
had heretofore answered this book inthe House, 
and that | had heard his speech. Lalways liked 
to hear the speech he made to-day. {Laughter.} 
| have listened to it several times, | Laughter. } 
We shall not probably have the pleasure at next 
Congress of hearing my friend from Ohio rehearse 
this speech ,here, because I think, in the light of 
the recent elections in Ohio, and particularly in 
the district of the honorable gentleman, I can say 
to him in the language of Watts, and in the spirit 
of the utmost kindness, 

“You living man, come view the ground 
Where you must shortly lie.” 


[| desire to show the House what the gentleman 


from Ohio has written in regard to the ** African,’ | 


in a book entitled A Buckeye Abroad; or Wan- | 


derings in Europe and in the Orient. gy 8.8. 
Cox. Heis describing St. Peter’s, and says: ‘* In 


the mean time seraphic music from the Pope’s 


select choir ravishes the ear, while the incense 
titillatesthe nose. Soon there arises in the cham- 


ber of theatrical glitter’—what?— a plain un- | 


questioned African! [laughter;] and he utters the 
sermon in facile Latinity, with graceful manner. 
[lis dark hands gestured harmoniously with the 
rotund periods, and his swart visage beamed 
with a high order of intelligence.’? (Laughter. ] 
What was he? Let the gentleman from Ohio an- 
swer: “He was an Abyssinian. What a com- 
mentary was here upon our American prejudices! 
The head of the great Catholic church surround- 


ed by the ripest scholars of the age, listening to 


the eloquence’’—of whom?—* of the despised 
negro; and thereby illustrating to the world’”’— 
what?—thereby illustrating to the world the 
common bond of brotherhood which binds the 
human race.’? [Roars of laughter.] 

Mr. Speaker, | appeal to the House if it does 
notappear that the author of that pamphlet must 
have been corrupted by reading the work of my 
friend from Ohio, 

But the gentleman goes on to say: ‘I confess 
that, at first, it seemed to me a sort of theatrical 
mummery, not being familiar with such admix- 





° e rr . - - | 
turcsof society.’’ That was the first impression of | 
my young and festive friend fron: Ohioas he wan- | 


dered through the gilded corridors of St. Peter’s. 
[Laughter.] **But,’’hesays, ‘on reflection, I dis- 
cerned in it the same influence which, during the 
dark ages, conferred such inestimable blessings 


on mankind. History records that from the time | 


of the revival of letters the influence of the church 
of Rome had been generally favorable to science, 


to civilization, and to good government. Why?”? | 


Why, asks my friend from Ohio, is the church 
of Rome so favorable to science, to civilization, 
and to good government? Let the gentleman an- 
swer: **B 
now, «all distinctions of caste as odious.’’ [Great 
laughter.] ‘She regards no man, bond or free, 
white or black, as disqualified for the priesthood. 
his doctrine has, as Macaulay develops in his 


inwoductory chapters to his English history, mit- | 


igeted many of the worst evils of society ; for where 
race tyrannized over race, or baron over villein, 
Catholicism came between them and created an 


ristocracy altogether independent of race or feu- || 


dalism, compelling even the hereditary master to 
kneel before the spiritual tribunal of the hered- 
itary bondman. The childhood of Europe was 
passed under the guardianship of priestly teach- 
ers; who taught, as the scene in the Sistine chapel 
of an Ethiop addressing the proud rulers of Cath- 
olic Christendom teaches, that no distinction is 
regarded at Rome save that which divides the 
priest from the people. 


‘The sermon of the Abyssinian’’—that is, of 


secause her system held then, as it holds | 


“fin beautiful print wa stributed 
' ' ! t 
ithe door. I bring « hon t | l 
M ! \ 
; 
it Souvenh L ore truth ich Ameriea 
are one to deny or contemn.”’ [Laugliter 


has Stiri 


paOl 
Now 9 [ isk my frie na from Ohio it The 
got that trophy and 
Hall? 

Mr. COX. Ifthe gentleman will allow me to 
reply I will do so. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


souvenir to bring into this 


I be lieve l 


have never in my life refused to yield to my friend | 


from Ohio, but ke refused to yield to me when he 
had the floor just now, andas, of course, l always 
like to be equal with him in politeness, | must de- 
cline to yield now. 

Mr.COX....I do not wish to treat the gentleman 


with discourtésy by refusing to answer his ques- | 


tion. 

The SPEAKER. 
fornia [Mr. Coxe} is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COX. Then I will say, with the permis- 
sion of the gentleman from California—— 

{Shouts of ** Order!’ and * Object!”’ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enforce the 
rule. When a gentleman declines to yield he 
shall be protected in his right to speak without 


interruption. 


Mr. COX. I have not heard the gentleman 
from California decline to yield. 

The SPEAKER. 
California yield to the gentleman from Ohio? 

Mr. COLE, of California. No, sir; I cannot 


| yield any further, as it would be taken out of my 
| time. 


| benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts,”’ ap- 


Mr. STEVENS. 
pired? 

The SPEAKER. Ithas. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move, then, to proceed to 
the business on the Speaker’s table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the business upon the Speaker’s table. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 
The bill of the House to supply deficiencies in 


Has the morning hour ex- 
» 


the appropriations for the service of the fiscal year | 
ending 30th June, 1864, and for other purposes, | 


returned from the Senate with sundry amend- 
ments, was taken up and referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES. 

An act (S. No. 12) extending the time within 
which the States and Territories may accept the 
grants of lands made by the act entitled **An act 
donating publicelands to the several States and 
Territories which may provide colleges for the 


t 
proved July 2, 1862, was next taken from the 


| Speaker’s table, read a first and second ume by 





its title, and referred to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 


CLAIMS OF PERUVIAN CITIZENS. 
An act (S. No. 65) to provide for the payment 


The gentleman from Cali- | 


Does the gentleman from | 











of the claims of Peruvian citizens under the con- | 


vention between the United States and Peru of 


the Speaker’s table, read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

THANKS TO MAJOR GENERAL THOMAS. 


Joint resolution (S. No. 11) of thanks to Major 
General George H. Thomas, and the officers and 
men who fought under his command at the battle 


January 12, 1863, was the next bill taken from | 
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| of common consent. 


| armies of the Republic, 


| style of legislation. 


| of Chickamauga, was the next business taken | 
from the Speaker’s table, und read a first and | 


second time. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Isitin order to move an 
amendment to that resolution? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 


Mr. GARFIELD. Then I move to amend by | 


inserting the name of Major General W.8. Rose- 
crans before that of General Thomas, so that it 
will read ‘to Major General W.S. Rosecrans 
and Maior General George H. Thomas, and to 
the officers and men under them.’’ 

Mr. WILSON. I believe that this House has 


already ‘passed a joint resolution of thanks to 


\ General Rosecrans. 


| 


Mr. GARFIELD. The gentleman is mis- 
taken. 


Mr. STEVENS. We had better wait and 


this colored person, this Roman citizen of “ Afvi- || have a separate resolution for General Rosecrans. 


| Cumberland mountains, and unul we cro 
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Mr. FARNSWORTH. So I think. I believe 
these 1 viutions ought to stand each by it- 


Piusisa Sprac al resolution of thanks to the 

; f 7 rhit the battle oft Chick- 

amauga,and Lam not prepared, with the mforma- 

tion | hayg in regard to that battle, to vote for or 

agaist a resolution of thanks to Major General 

Rosecrans. Atall events it seems to me that each 
resolution should be acted on separately. 

Mr. GARFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | regret that 
this resolution has come before the Hotse of Rep- 
resentatives as itis now presented. | had hoped 
I should not be compelled to refer publicly to the 
matters involved in it, and before | speak to the 
merits of the resolution itself | must be indulged 
in the expression of my opinion in regard to the 
custom which is growing up in this body in ref- 
erence to this class of resolutions. 


ulcers ai nwho fi 


The practice 
of this House during the brief period in which I 
have been a member has led me to fear that the 
thanks of the Congress of the United States are 
becoming too cheap an article m the eulogistic 
literature of the world. Time was when a man 
must stand grandly preéminent in the estimation 
and affection of the American people to receive 
through the solemn forms of law the thanks of 
the nation through its Representatives in Con- 
gress assembled. To merit that was worth a life- 
time of sacrifice and heroism. We have changed 
this worthy custom. Since this session began 
many resolutions of thanks have been passed 
without being referred to the appropriate com- 
mittees, without remarks, and almost without 
nouce. ‘They have been passed tacitly by a kind 
We have notonly thanked 
officers who were chiefs of armies, but also those 
who held subordinate positions in the various 
No question has been 
asked whether the officer was entitled to this dis- 
tinction, or whether by thauking one another was 
not robbed of his merited honot. | repeat that I 
have seen these things with a feeling that we are 
cheapening the thanks of Congress by distributing 
them without discrimination and without ques- 
tion. I have been so willing to thank any man 
who has served the country in this war that I 
have not felt disposed to interpose objection. 

In many of the instances referred to | have bad 
no knowledge of the merits of the case. But when 
it comes so close to my own experience and 
knowledge of the history of the war, I cannot 
permit a resolution of this kind to pass without 
my protest against this hasty and thoughtless 
I have been surprised that 
the honorable members of this House should treat 
so lightly the matters involved in thanking the 
public servants of the nation, IL now appeal to 
your sense of justice whether it be right to single 


|-out a subordinate officer, give him the thanks of 


Congress, and pass his chiefin silence. On what 
grounds are you now ready to ignore the man 
who has won so many of the proudest victories? 
I do not believe that such is the purpose or wish 
of this House. 

This resolution proposes to thank Major Gen- 
eral Thomas and the officers and men under his 
contmand for gallant services in the battle of 
Chickamauga, It meets my hearty approval for 
what it contains, but my protest for what it does 
not contain. IL should be recreant to my own 
sense of justice did I allow this omission to pass 


pe 
without notice. No man here is ready to suy— 


and if there be such a man | am ready to meet 


him—that the thanks of this Congress are not due 
to Major General W.S. Rosecrans, for the cam- 
paign which culminated in the battle of Chicka- 
mauga. ILis not uncommon throughout the press 
of the country, and among many people, to speak 
of that battle as a disaster to the Army of the 
United States and to treat of it as a defeat. If 
that battle was a defeat we may welcome a hun- 
dred such defeats. I should be glad if each of our 
armies would repeat Chickamauga. ‘Twenty suck 
would destroy the rebel army and the confed- 
eracy utterly and forever. 

What was that battle, terminating as itdid a 
great campaign whose object was to drive the 
rebel array beyond the Tennessee, and to obtain 
a foothold en the south bank of that river which 
should form the basis of future operations in the 
Gulf States? We had never yet crossed that 
river, except far below in the neighborlior d of 
Corinth. Chattanooga was the I 


galeway 


sed the 
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river and held the gateway we could not com- 
mence operations in Georgia. The army was 
ordered to cross the river, to grasp and hold the 
key of the Cumberland mountains, It did cross, 
in the face of superior numbers; and after two 


days of fighting, more terrible, | believes than any | 


since this war began, the army of the Cumber- 
land hurled back, discomfited and repulsed, the 
combined power of three rebel armies, gained the 
key to the Cumberland mountains, gained Chat- 
tanooga, and held it against every assault. If 
there hae been a more substantial success against 


overwhelming odds since this war began, I have || 


not heard of it. 

We have had victories—God be thanked—all 
along the line, but in the history of this war I 
know of no such battle against such numbers; 
forty thousand against an army of not less by a 
man than seventy-five thousand. After the dis- 


aster to the right wing in the last bloody after- || . a . 
en ° : y ing the thanks of Congress to Commodore Cad- 


noon of September 20, twenty-five thousand men || ; ‘ 
a y y walader Ringgold, the officers and crew of the | 


of the army of the Cumberland stood and met 
seventy-five thousand hurled against them. And 
they stood in their bloody tracks immovable and 
victorious when night threw its mantle around 
them. They had repelled the last assault of the 
rebel army. Who commanded the army of the 
Cumberland?) Who organized, disciplined, and 
led it? Who planned its campaigns? The gen- 
cral whose name is omitted in this resolution, 
Major General W. 8S. Rosecrans. 

And who is this General Rosecrans? The his- 
tory of the country tells you, and your children 
know it by heart. It is he who fought battles 
and won victories in Western Virginia under the 
shadow of another’s name. When the poetic 
pretender claimed the honor and received there- 
ward as the author of Virgil’s stanza in praise of 
Cesar, the great Mantuan wrote on the walls of 
the imperial palace— 

* Hos ego versiculos feci, tulit alter honores.”’ 
So might the hero of Rich Mountain say, ** I won 
this battle, but another has worn the laurels. ’’ 

From Western Virginia he wentto Mississippi, 
and there won the kattles of Iuka and Corinth, 
which have aided materially to exalt the fame of 
that general upon whom this House has been in 
such Jiaste to confer the proud rank of Lieuten- 
ant General of the Army of the United States, 


but who was not upon either of these battle-fields. || 


i} it back. If itis ig »¢ itte o 
Whe tel! cdeenend Of the conse of the Dew U wack. If itis not right, the committee ought to 


berland, found that army at Bowling Green, in 
November, 1862, as it la 
ened, driven back from Alabama and Tennessee, 
and led it across the Cumberland, planted it in 
Nashville, and thence, on the first day of the new 
year, planted his banners at Mur hescbere* in tor- 


rents of blood, and in the moment of our ex- | 


tremest peril, throwing himself into the breach, 
saved by his personal valor the army of the Cum- 
berlund and the hopes of the Republic? It was 
General Rosecrans. From the day he assumed 
the command at Bowling Green the history of 
that army may be written in one sentence—it ad- 
vanced and maintained its advanced position, and 
its last campaign under the general it loved was 
the bloodiest and most brilliant. The fruits of 
Chickamauga were gathered in November, on the 
heights of Mission Ridge and among the clouds of 
Lookout Mountain, ‘That battle at Chattanooga 
was a glorious one, and every loyal heart is proud 
of it. But, sir, it was won when we had nearly 
three times the number of the enemy. It ought 
to have been won. ‘Thank God that it was won. 
I would take no laurel from the-brow of the man 
who won it, but I would remind gentlemen here 
that while the battle of Chattanooga was fought 
with vastly superior numbers on our part, the 
battle of Chickamauga was fought with still vaster 
superiority against us. 

f there is any man upon earth whom I honor 
itis the man who is named in this resolution, 
«General George H. Thomas. I had occasion in 
my remarks on the conscription bill a few days 
ago to refer to him in such terms as I delighted 
to use; and I Bay to gentlemen here that if there 
is any man whose heart would be hurt by the 
passage of this resolution as it now stands, that 
man is General George H. Thomas. I know, and 
all know, that he deserves well of his country, 
and his name ought to be recorded in letters of 
gold; but I know equally well that General Rose- 
crans deserves well of his country. I ask you 


‘ 4 m4 
then, notto pain the heartof a noble man who will 


be burdened with the weight of these thanks that 


| will not be passed by the House now. 
resolutions have been heretofore referred to the | 


If this is all right || Pe } be in 
|| Committee on Naval Affairs. 


disorganized, disheart- | 


| to go to the committee. 
posted in the history of this matter to act upon | 
it, and I wish the instruction of the committ&e so 
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wrong his brother officer and his 


superior in 
command, 


All Lask is that you will put both 
names into the resolution, and letthem stand side 
by side. 

Mr. FENTON. 
tion be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; and upon that motion I demand the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the motion to refer was agreed to. 


Mr. FENTON moved to reconsider the vote | 
|| by which the joint resolution was referred; and 


also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


THANKS TO COMMODORE RINGGOLD. 
Joint resolution of the Senate No. 19, tender- 


United States ship Sabine, was next taken from 


| the Speaker’s table, and read a first and second 
| time by its title. 


Mr. PIKE. I move that the joint resolution 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of IHilinois. 


pliment, if we do it quickly we do it twice. 

Mr. PIKE. I have no objection to the resolu- 
tion itself; but I think it is a very good rule to 
send all such resolutions to committees. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. We have 
passed, “without a single exception, every resolu- 
tion of this kind that has come to us without any 


| .° - 7 . 
| reference. [Cries of Oh! no.’’] The resolution 
| which has just been before the House, and to 


which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GarFiecp]} 
offered an amendment, was referred, and perhaps 
very properly, to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs; but L hope that this resolution will be passed 
by the House as other resolutions have been about 
which there was no dispute. 


Mr. BRANDEGEE. I hepe this resolution 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 
the presumption is that the committee will report 


have an opportunity to investigate the facts. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


thanks of every person in the c&tintry—the relief 
of the storeship Vermont. 
Mr. BRANDEGEE. 


which the committee should be allowed to pass. 


The House should not be asked to act on thé state- | 
| ment of the gentleman from IHlinois. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Not on my 
statement, buton the statement in the bill itself. 
Mr. MORRIS, of New York. 


as to know how to vote. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine. 
question on the reference. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
matter on which gentlemen have any feeling I 
will withdraw the motion. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine. 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. PIKE. It is not from any hostility to this 
proposition that I wish it referred. The commit- 
tee will undoubtedly sanétion it, and its reference 
will delay its passage for a very short time. 

The joint resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


ARMY AMBULANCES. 


An act (S. No. 30) to establish a uniform sys- 
tem of ambulances in the armies of the United 


States was next taken from the Speaker’s table, | 


read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS. * 


An act (S. No. 85) to provide for the examina- | 


tion of certain officers of the Army was next taken 
from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second 


time, and referred to the Committce on Military | 


Affairs. 


I move that the joint resolu- | 


I hope the | 
gentleman will withdraw that motion, and that | 
| we shall pass the resolution. In a matter of com- | 








Similar | 


The reso- || 
| lution is merely one of thanks to a distinguished 
naval officer for a deed which entitles him to the 


That is a question on 


I wish the bill | 
I am not sufficiently | 


I move the previous | 


If this is a | 


Then I withdraw the | 














17, 
RESTRICTION OF GOVERNMENT OFFICERS. 
An act (S. No. 28) relating to members of Con- 
gress, heads of Departments, and other officers 
of the Government, was next taken from the 
Speaker’s table, and read a firstand second time 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that it be referred 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WILSON. Lask thatthe billbe put upon 


) 


| its passage now; and | move the previous ques- 


tion on its third reading. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, which was on referring 
the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary. +4 

Mr. WILSON called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wixson and 
Fernanpo Woop were appointed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. As this js 
a test vote on the bill I call for the yeas and nays, 

Mr. STEVENS. It is no test vote at all. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes sixty-seven, noes not counted, 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


JOHN L. BURNS. 


An act.(S. No. 1) granting a pension to John 
L. Burns, of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, was next 
taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

L. F. CARTEE. 


An act (S. No. 19) for the relief of L. P. Car- 


| tee was nexttaken from the Speaker’s table, read 


a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 


|| mittee on Public Lands. 


PAYMASTER DORAN. 


An act (S. No. 94) to authorize a settlement of 
the accounts of Paymaster E.C. Doran was next 


| taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 


COMMANDER PREBLE. 


Anact(S. No. 95) for the relief of George Henry 
Preble, a commander in the Navy of the United 
States, was next taken from the Speaker’s table, 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 


MILITARY ROADS IN OREGON. 
Anact (S. No. 23) granting lands to the State of 


Oregon to aidin the construction of a military road 


from Eugene City to the eastern boundary of said 
State was next taken from the Speaker’s table, 


| read a first and second time, and referred to the 


Committee on Public Lands. 
An act (S. No. 24) granting lands to the State of 


|| Oregon to aid in the construction of a military 
‘| road from the Dalles of Columbia river to a point 
‘| ator near the mouth of the Owyhee river was 
| next taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first 
| and second time, and referred to the Committee on 


Public Lands. 
STEAM-TUGS DAVIDSON AND MUIR. 


An act (S. No. 39) to authorize the enrollment 
and license of steam-tugs B. F. Davidson and W. 
K. Muir was nexttaken from the Speaker’s table, 
read a first and second time, and referred to the. 
Committee on Commerce. 


LIMITATION OF ACTIONS. 


An act (S. No. 42) in relation to the limitation 
of actions in certain cases was next taken from 


| the Speaker’s table, read a first and second time, 


and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
HOMESTEAD LAW. 
An act (S. No. 60) amendatory of the home- 
stead law, and for other purposes, was the next 
bill taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first 


and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


JOUN H. SHEPHERD, ETC. 


Anact (S. No. 110) for the relief of John H.Shep- 
herdand Walter K. Caldwell, of Missouri, was 
the next bill taken from the Speaker’s table, read 
a first and second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Brair of Missouri, referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


UNITED STATES COURT IN WISCONSIN. 
An act (S. No. 55) in relation to the circuit 


‘court in and for the district of Wisconsin, and for 
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other purposes, was the next bill taken from the 
Sp. aker’s table, read a first and second tite, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
ALBERT BROWN. 


An act (S. No. 92) for the relief of Albert 
Brown was the next bill taken from the Speaker’s 
table, read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 
<\LE OF GOLD BY THE UNITED STATES—AGAIN. 


Mr. HOOPER. I consider the matter so im- 
portant that I again ask unanimous consent to 


report from the Committee of Waysaand Means, | 


for the purpose of considering it at this time, a 
pill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
sell any surplus gold in the Treasury. 

Mr. COX. Whateffect will it have upon com- 
mercialexchanges? How much gold is to be sold, 
and why is it to be sold at this time? 

Mr. HOLMAN. This is a matter of import- 
ance, and ought to be deliberately considered, and 
I therefore object. 


Mr. HOOPER. Let it be postponed antil to- | 


morrow after the morning hour, and then con- 
sidered as the special order. 
Mr. BROOKS. I think that the House is will- 


ing to agree to that if we are to have an under- | 


standing that debate shall be allowed. 

Mr. HOOPER. 1 do not propose to call for 
the previous question, 

Mr. BROOKS. I think that the House will 
agree that the bill shall be discussed to-morrow. 
We are not disposed to delay action unneces- 
sarily, but we want the bill understood before we 
are called to vote on it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I insist on my objection. 
am opposed to making it a special order. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


I 


Mr. STEVENS moved that the rules be sus- | 


pended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Wasusurne, of Illinois, in the chair,) and 


proceeded to the consideration of the bill of the || 


House (No. 151) making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending June 30, 1865. 


The CHAIRMAN. When the bill was last | 


under consideration the gentleman from Illinois 
{[Mr. J. C. ALLEN] moved to amend the clause 


‘*for pay of commission, warrant, and petty offi- | 


cers and seamen, including the engineer corps of 
the Navy, $19,423,241,”’ by adding thereto the 
following: 

And that the same be paid in gold or its equivalent: Pro- 
vided, That the relative value of any paper currency tend 
ered shall be ascertained by the Seeretary of the Treasury, 
and his certificate shall be conclusive evidence thereof if 
dated thirty days betore payment is made. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Sre- 
vens} moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out the words * gold or its equivalent,’’ and in- 


serting in lieu thereof **lgwful money ofthe United | 
The pending question i8 on the amend- | 


States.’ 


ment to the amendment, 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. Chairman, I deem it 
proper to say that the pending amendment has re- 
ceived the sanction of the Democratic members of 
the House. Itis urged in good faith, as a meas- 
ure of simple justice to those for whose benefit it 
is intended. Its object is simply to secure to the 
sailor, as we propose to secure to the soldier, the 
price fixed by law for their services in gold or its 
equivalent. 


they certainly should receive nothing less. It is 


not proposed to apply the provision to any other | 
class of the public servants than those inthe naval | 


and military service, for the reason that no other 
has been called upon to make such sacrifices for 
the country, and that upon no other rests imme- 


diately the burden of its defense; yet this House | 


at the present session, under the lead of the dis- 
tnguished chairman of the Ways and Means, 
provided for the payment of the salaries due our 
representatives in foreign countries according to 
the gold standard. 


The men who are fighting the battles of the | 


country are, in a peculiar sense, entitled toa jarger 
consideration and to the distinction which is thus 
proposed to be made in their favor. In lieu of 
home and domestic endearments, they have ac- 
cepted and are bearing the privations, sufferings, 


They do not ask or expect more; | 


and perils of a bitter and sanguinary war. Their 





| and secured. 





| 
} 


| in gold. 


| tantand admiring future. 


| vided vote of the 


wives and children are still dependent for support 
upon their pay, who, deprived by their situation 
ot the means of procuring that support from the 
ordinary pursuits of life, have relied with un- 


doubting trust upon their engagements with the 


Government. 


So long as payment was rendered | 


in coin or its equivalent, the soldier’s pay being | 
thirteen dollars per month for the private, and the | 


seaman’s about the same, which is not equal upon 
the average to the earnings from civil occupation, 
was yet such an approximation to that standard 
as could be contentedly borne. For some time 
back, however, owing to the excessive inflation 
of the paper issues of the Government, the de- 
parture from the gold standard has been con- 
stantly increasing, until at this time a dollar in 
greenbacks is worth only about sixty-four cents 
In consequence of this depreciation the 
soldier’s pay is actually reduced to about eight 
dollars per month. It is well known that the 
means of living have advanced in a ratio even 


greater than that corresponding with the depre- | 


ciation of the currency. 

rhis condition of things falls with especial se- 
verity upon that class of men who have already 
made greater sacrifices than any other in taking 
up arms in the commoncause. Can the Govern- 


ment properly do less than preserve the faith of | 


its solemn engagements by at once restoring the 


when the warcommenced? They have performed 
their part of the contract with noble fidelity and 
zeal. Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, and 
Chattanooga are monuments of their bravery 
and patriotism which will bear their fame to a dis- 
Ifanything more were 
needed to commend the proposition to the accept- 


ance of the House,!I think it will be found in the | 


effect the passage of such a measure would have 
upon enlistments. So longas the soldier is paid 
as at present, enlistments are asked for with an 
ill grace, and will be rendered with a fardiness 
which can hardly be surprising when we consider 
the change which has been wrought in the terms 
of engaging in the service, by the depreciation of 
the money substituted for the constitutional cur- 
rency. 

It is true, Mr. Chairman, that many Demo- 
crats believe that this war could have been avoid- 
ed, and now condemn the policy which governs 


| it. Yet at the same time we condemn in unqual- 


ified terms the rebellion; are anxious to see it 
put down; and are determined to stand by any 
Administration or any policy that will bring the 
war toa speedy close, and establish in its place 
peace, an early peace, with the restoration of the 
Union and the legal and constitutional rights of 
all the States and all the people fully protected 
We believe that when this great 
object is attained the war ought to cease. But 
during its progress in the past as well as in the 
future we recognize the seamen and soldiers of 
the Army as having gone forward to fight the bat- 
tles of constitutional government, and are atleast 
entitled to our justice. Wherever any partof that 
great Army has moved, upon the water or upon 
the land, its ranks have been filled with thousands 
of gallant Democrats, many of whom now sleep 
in soldiers’ graves. Lamaware, Mr. Chairman, 
that the Republican gentlemen of the House are 
in the majority, and that this proposition for the 
benefit of the soldier cannot be carried by Dem- 
ocrats alone, I trust, then, that it will not be pre- 


judiced for the reason that it has‘emanated from 


a Democratic caucus and will receive the undi- 


cratic party, but that it will obtain a generous 
support and become a law. 

Mr. McBRIDE. As the Representative of a 
people who in my election disregarded all parti- 
san issues, I took my seat upon this floor with 
an earnest wish to imitate their sacrifice of politi- 
cal associations and to work earnestly and heartily 
with those whose purpose was to vindicate the 
imperiled integrity of the nation and compel obe- 
dience to its legitimate authority. 

Coming from the shores of the Pacific, from 
among a people many of whom know by experi- 
ence the inconvenience and the sense of helpless- 
ness to which a want of the protection of the na- 
tional ensign consigned them, | speak for them 


| and their devotion to the integrity of the Union 


with something of the feeling that is supposed to 


tepresentatives of the Demo- | 
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be peculiar to those who have suffered from the 
oppressions of other Governments and have at last 
found protection and a home beneath the folds of 
our own banner. 

In early youth, after a weary journey of two 
thousand miles from the border of civilization in 
the valley of the Mississippi, I found myself on 
the banks of the Columbia, within hearing of the 
roar of the great ocean into which it falls, in the 
midst of a wilderness of mountain and solitude, 
with only a handful of brave bat hardy pioneers 
to whom I could appeal for protection and a home. 
The ownership of the country was undetermined ; 


| the value and resources of it were unknowns; the 


subjects of the British Crown exceeded in num- 
ber the residents who were American citizens, 
and the majesty of national authority was unfelt 


| and unknown. 


I often heard, sir, in those days of our young 
State’s early history, the American citizen express 
his hope that the day might soon come when we 
could hoist the flag of freedom above our homes 
again and enjoy its blessings and protection. And 


| whena toil-worn emigrant arrived from the far-off 


land which we sullloved to call home, and brought 
a tattered newspaper to the friend who preceded 
him, its soiled pages were eagerly scanned to know 
if yet the vexed question of boundary had been 


; settled, or whether we still must invoke jin vain 


the rights of American citizenship. The painful 
disappointment, the deep expressions of regret 
and despair which were common around me as 
year by year penere away and we were left with- 
out notice and without aid or protection from the 
home Government, left an impression upon my 
heart of the passionate devotion of an American 
citizen to the flag and institutions of his country 


| which I shall ever remember with the pride of one 


who believes that devotion to be not only just but 
honorable. And, sir, when after yeass of long- 
ing and impatience the news came that the title to 
the domain where our weak and scattered settle- 
ments were located was confirmed to theA merican 
Government a thrill of patriotic joy ran through- 
out their length; and when, on the 3d of March, 
1849, the little ship that bore him to our shores 
landed the Governor appointed by the President 
at Oregon City, and his proclamation announcing 
that the laws of the United States were extended 
over the country for its protection was issued, 
none but those who witnessed the feeling that it 
invoked and the demonstrations which greeted it 
can realize the joy that pervaded the community 
at again being beneath the protecting care of the 
parent Government. 

I allude to this part of the history of our State 
to show how early and ardent has been the at- 
tachment of its citizens to the central Govern- 
ment, and when, in the height of its prosperity we 
felt not only its want of care but its cold and cruel 
neglect, the first exhibition of a sense of justice 
toward us was met by demonstrations of grati 
tude and affection which showed how deep a hold 
the love of our common ‘country had upon the 
hearts of our people. And the patriotism which 
they evinced then they che rish now; no trick of 
politics or device of traitors can draw them away 
from the shrine of the Union ang their devotion 
to the Constitution of the Republic. That dream 
of despairing treason, the establishment of a Pa- 
cific republic, though for long years cherished in 
secret as part of the plan to make feasible a south- 
ern confederacy, had no charm to allure the peo- 
ple from their firm allegiance. 

Though the Democratic party had, up to the 
inception of this rebellion, a majority consisting 
of almost two to one of the votes of the State with 
it, and the chosen leader of it had been long the 
recipient of the confidence and highest honors of 
the people of the State, and in the interests of his 
treasonable party association forgot his own al- 
legiance, yet all these influences failed to drag the 
people of our State from the lofty height of pa 
triotic duty. With every reason that partisan 


| association and prejudices could devise to seduce 


them from the path of patriotism they stood fast 
and true, and I stand here to-day to express my 
gratitude to the thousands of patriotic Democrats 
who, in defiance of the influences that had de- 
moralized their party in the interests of secession 
and placed its organization in the hands of its 
friends and sympathizers in the Pacific States, 
nobly rallied to the side of the constituted author- 
ities and have been their firm and unwavering 
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supporter : throuchall the storm and doubtof this 

r ore 

cree revel mn. b es J 
With these facts illustrating the Unionism of 

the ma in the State from which | come—and 

pr rhaps from the locality, more than anything 

else, fecling less interest in those a the 

decision of which in favor of the North by the 


presidential election of 1860 furnished the pretext 
for this rebellion—and having no bitterness to re- 
venge upon political enemies, | repeat, sir, | came 
here with an honest desire and an earnest purpose 
ty coéperate with men of all parties in aiding to 
restore the authority of the Government, and, I 
might add, with the belief that among all parties 
i this great and glorious work the Government 
would find friends. A few months, however, sir, 
passed in the States upon this side of the conti- 
nent prior to the opening of the present session 
of Congress dispelled that hope and belief which 
I had so ardently cherished, and I found myself 
Cory led to choose between two par ties Upon this 


floor,as clearly defined in principle and purpose | 


nnd as antagonistic to each other as two political 


parties can be under the same Government and 
yet maintam the public pr 

I find, itis true, some gentlemen upon the other 
side of the Llouse who evince occasionally both 
by voice and vote on earnest purpose to aid the 
constituted authorities in maintaining the integ- 


ace, 


rity of the Republic, but I regret to say that they | 


seem too few in numbers and feeble in influence 
to materially affect the action of their party; and 
I have yet to hear the boast of last winter on this 
floor that the Democratic party, arrayed against 
the Administration, was a * war party,’ or has 
any longer any such pretensions. 


As a Union man, therefore, representing a thor- | 
oughly loyal Union constituency, I could find no | 


other friends upon whom I could safely rely to 
honestly labor for the restoration of the national 
authority than those with whom it has been my 
jeasure and honor to act. 

The pgetense upon which the Democratic party 
carried the election a year ago, that they were for 
amore vigorous prosecution of the war, seems 


now no longer insisted upon, and even those who | 


thus succeeded ona belligerent platform are to- 
day understood to be as fully EC Perisinthed with 
the “*peace principles” that propose to disarm 
this wicked rebellion of its bloody purpose by 
some scheme of concession to its guilty authors 
as the known champion of southern interests, Mr. 
Vallandigham himself. 

ut L do not make this charge upon that party 
upon the basis of its action during the past sum- 
mer only. I go further, and affirm that from the 
time it drove men like Johnson, of Tennessee, 
Holt, of Kentucky, Dickinson and Cochrane, of 


New York, Conness, of California, and Noell, of | 
Missouri, and men like them, outside the pale of | 


its organization, it has been an anti-war party, 
and a substantiat ally of this infamous and trea- 


sonable rebellion which seeks to destroy the best || 


Government that human wisdom ever devised. 
The fact that such men, the soundness of whose 
partisan opinions was hever impeached, were 


compelled to renounce their associations, is suffi- | 
cient evidence of the real animus of the organiza- | 


tion, but the developments of the last year are 
sufficient to establish from their own declarations 
that the charge which I have made against them 
is as disgraceful as it is true. 

Why, sir, turn to the Journals of this body at 
its Jast session. 
1862, the bill making appropriations for the Army 
was voted upon; and you will find that of the 








On the 19th day of December, | 


forty-eight members upon that side of the House | 


voting that day only ten recorted their votes in 
favor of the passage of the bill. 
sented themselves at roll-call, and three, with a 
manly boldness which is an honor to their sin- 
cerity though litde to their patriotism, voted 


‘igainst the bill. There, sir, stands their record | 


Thirty-five ab- | 


on the practical question of pay and supplies | 


for the gallant armies that were then fighung to 
maintain the honor of the Republic, and whose 
wounds yet bleeding and fresh from the terrible 
slaughter of Fredericksburg found neither com- 
fort nor aid at the hands of their Democratic 
brothers in this House, who had in many cases 
urged them to volunteer and go into the war so 
long as it was hoped that such a course would 
make McClellan President, and who utterly for- 


litical expectations from the Army were not to 
be realized. And to show inconsistency of 
those who Oppose the Governmentu prose cuting 
the rentlemen who re- 
fused to record their votes in favor ofa bill which 
gave wages and clothing and food to our brave 
soldiers who were facing the enemy in deadly 
conflict, have been voting resolutions to inerease 


this war, some of 


Baile 
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the pay of the same men at the present session. | 


Last year they would have had the Government 


|| State of Indiana. 


| violate its contract to pay them by leaving it with- | 


out the means; this year they propose to pay 
them more than the Government agreed. This 
inconsistency in action ig explained by its entire 
consistency of purpose; by leaving them without 
any pay last year they hoped to create disaffec- 
tion toward the Government; then by telling 
them that they ought to have more pay than they 
now get, they seek to foment disaffection now. 
To weaken and demoralize the soldiers in the field 
being their purpose, this singularly diverse action 
is easily understood, ‘They assail the Govern- 
ment and seck to gain possession of the citadel of 
its power in as many ways as the burglar does 


who striving to enter the house which he proposes | 


to rob, trices first to break his way with sledge and 
bar, and failing resorts to the milder means of a 


false key, and foiled in all, rings the bell and asks | 


admission to the parlor of his victim in the char- 


acter of a gentleman ! 
To prove how soon the Democratic leaders of 


the country became disciples of peace after the | 
|| removal of Gencral McClellan from the command || 
| of the army of the Potomac, I have but to refer 


to a few facts known to the country as partof the 
history of the time. Even the energetic member 


from Ohio, [Mr. Cox,] who is so frequently and , 


prominently before the House, and who only a 
short time since deliberately voted and spoke in 
favor of a resolution to send commissioners to 


teering in his section of the State; and yet, sir, 
strange as it may seem, this rampant ** war man’”’ 


ago was one of the most active fricuds of volun- | 


anterior to McClellan’s removal, lapses in a few | 


revolving moons into a meek advocate of an in- 
glorious peace, and the warm supporter of his 
late collearue, Mr. Vallandigham, for the office of 
Governor of the State of Ohio. The conversion 


| of Saul of Tarsus from the character of a firm 


versecutor of the disciples of the Prince of Peace 


| into that of an humble follower is said in his own 


account to have occupied three days, and the pro- 


cess was considered sudden, although the shock 


was so great as to produce temporary loss of 
sight. How long the gentleman from Ohio la- 
bored under conviction before he rejoiced in the 


light of a new life we may not precisely know, | 


but in mercy to the subject let us hope that the 
good Providence who watched over both the an- 


| client and modern conversion permitted the latter’s 


mental vision, asa less punishment, to be totally 
obscured, but did not allow the three days of 
bodily agony which the apostle suffered, “ sor- 


| rowing without meat or drink.”’ 


But, sir, | will leave these personal reflections 
and cal! attention to other testimony. 

The State of Indiana has shown by every act 
of her patriotic people that she was emphatically 


| in favor of crushing the rebellion by force of | 
arms; and the conclusive evidence of that is found | 
in the creditable fact that in the President’s va- | 


| neath this ingenious sentence. 


rious calls for troops she has always exceeded 
the demand made upon her. And yet the Dem- 
ocratic committee of her Legislature, chosen in 
the very height of the war fever which swept 
through the Northwest in 1862, in the winter fol- 
lowing issued an address in which this quotation 
occurs: 

“The State possesses no power in theory or in fact to 
stay the armies which now stand in battle array; and 
though the Christian and hamane mind of Indiana migtit 


desire to see the effasion of blood prevented, it, alas! is | 


powerless to stop the carnage which is hurrying her sons 
to carly and ‘STRANGER’ graves.”’ 

Sce the smooth folds of the secession viper be- 
Her people are 
told that their sons are filling ‘‘stranger’’ graves; 
that when they pass beyond the limits of their 


own State they are upon “ stranger’’ soil; that | 
though the national flag waves alike in supremacy | 


of law over every rood of ground that ever ac- 


knowledged the national authority, yet when the | 


brave defenders of that authority march to its 


sook them so soon as they found that their po- || defense, when treasen has torn it from its place, 
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they are told that they are marching upon 
**stramger’’ soil, and invading the land of a for- 
eign enemy. They continue: 

“The committee are far from thinking that war is the 
rightful remedy tor our national troubles; they believe the 
reverse to be true;”’ &e. 

So much for the peace organization which so 
suddenly sprang into vigorous existence at the 
period of our national adversity a year ago in the 
J turn now to Connecticut, 
one of the New England States. The party hay- 


| ing control of the Democratic organization in that 


State placed in the field as their candidate for the 
office of Governor at the last annual election a 
gentleman who,ina letter which was said to have 
been addressed by him toa southern rebel—as to 
the truth of this I cannot speak, but the authen- 
ticity of the letter has, | believe, been admitted 
—declared that— 

“f abhor the whole scheme of southern invasion, with 


all its horrible consequences of rapine and plunder.” ® 
* * * © Thousands of us are beginning tosee there 
ean be no Union got in this way.” ” ° * * 


“Those who drive the ear of war at this time have no mor 
idea of saving the Union by their bloody sacrifices than they 
have of changing the course of nature.”? 

In speaking of the new levies of that year for 
troops he characterizes them as demands * for 
the hospitals, the marshes, the ditches, and gun- 
boat shambles;”’ and winds up his dolorous epis- 


tle by denouncing the war for the Union as an 


| again made to underlie this whole letter. 


‘iniquity which [he] would be found exposing 
to the end of the chapter;’’ and adding that 


| ‘things have gone so far now that the only possi- 


ble chance [to restore the Union] will be by the 
adoption of a Christian policy, very different from 
that which at present prevails at Washington.”’ 

See how skillfully the doctrine of secession is 


The at- 


| tempt to take possession of the property owned 
_ and held by the Governmentin the southern States 
Jefferson Davis to sue for peace, only one year || 


and disperse those who were seeking the destruc- 


| tion of its admitted authority with arms in their 


hands, is called ** a scheme of southern invasion,’’ as 
if this Government had nota right, if necessary, to 
occupy every footof the national territory. ‘This 
talk about the **invasion’’ of southern territory 
shows how fully the Democratic organization of 
the present day has been imbued with the idea of 
State supremacy which was the political heresy 
from which all our present troubles have conc, 
and sounds strangely at variance with the denun- 
ciations which have been applied within the last 
few weeks to the honorable gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania who sits near me, (Mr. Srevens,] for 
announcing what they call a similar doctrine. 
Like the inebriate who fancied that his friends 


| were intoxicated and he only sober, these gentle- 


men charge upon others the sin which is most 


| apparent in themselves, and I suggest to them the 


| language of Seripture, ** First cast out the beam 





| luded to was adopted at Washington. 


| States. 


out of thine own eye: and then shalt thou see 
clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s 
eye.”’ 

This letter was written in July, 1862, months 
before that Christian policy which the writer al- 
I mean 
(what he did not) the policy of calling to the aid 
of the national forces the sympathies and assist- 
ance, the hearts and hands of the slaves that had 
tilled the fields and grown the subsistence upon 
which the insurgents depended. So that what- 
ever excuses others might have given for their op- 
position to the war, growing out of the emanci- 
pation of slaves, the author of this letter can now 
plead no such apology. 

I will not occupy my time in reading extracts 
from the speeches of Vallandigham, or from the 
letters and utterances of Judge Woodward, or 
of Wickliffe of Kentucky, to prove the unfaith- 
fulness of the Democratic party to the duty of 
proseeuting this war, as its sentiments are pro- 
claimed by its chosen leaders in the various 
Suffice it to say that the proof is ample 
and overwhelming. If auything further were 
wanting, it is found in the votes of the minority 
upon this floor since the beginning of the present 
Congress. 

It was well said by a friend who sits near me, 
that when the wants of the Government were 
such that their’aid was not needed it was tendered 
with alaerity; but when measures which most 
required unanimity were demanded it was per- 
sistently and factiously refused by the minority. 

The bill authorizing bounties for voluntecis, 
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when it could be used to postpone the only just 
and sure me thod of filling up the wasted ranks of 
the Army—by draft—was readily sanctioned ; but 
when the bill for the perfection of the system tor 
calling the necessary forces into the field, de- 
manded by every consideration ot patriotism and 
iuty, was pending, it was delayed day after day 
by tedious efforts at amendment, and at last 
nassed after hours of frivolous waste of time in 
dilatory motions to impede its passage. : 

Sir, the same impatience of control and denial 
of the right of the majority to rule, which this 
southern rebellion has exemplified, finds its coun- 
terpart upon this floor. Why wasit, sir, that we 
wasted two days, in large part, upon this floorin 
deciding dilatory motions by yeas and nays, a pro- 
ceeding which the people everywhere view as not 
only disgracefal, but which, if persisted in, would 
lead to a suspension of the legislative branch of 
the Government, and finally to anarchy and rev- 
olution? And where, sir, is the American citizen 
who would not blush when told that the measure, 
the passage of which was,thus savagely resisted, 
was simply a resolution affirming the language of 
the Constitution on the subject of the punishment 
of treason! It is because, sir, they are a party 
of revolution, allied in principle with the causes 
which led to this rebellion; and, much as they 
may seek to conceal it, the sympathy between 
them will, despite all their efforts, color their line 
ofconduct. And, sir, if you wantto know whether 
those gallant men who are bearing our flag through 
the storm of battle toa final triumph have met with 
a temporary check, look into the smiling coun- 
tenance of some genteman who anathematizes 
this ‘abolition war.’? Youcan tell from his com- 
placent brow that it is unnecessary to patronize the 
newsboy to the extent of the price of an evening 
paper to get the news. Your country’s reverses 
are written in the smile that plays sneeringly on 
the features before you. And if you want to know 
how Jeff. Davis’s heart beats, take your friend by 
the wrist, and yeu will soon get the gauge of the 
rebel pulse. 

{ do not mean that these remarks shall apply 
to all who are associated with the minority in 
this House. Lam happy to know that there are 
exceptions to this general tendency of the policy 
of that party, and | regret to be compelled to say 
they are but exceptions and nothing more. 

While lL am upon this subject permit me to al- 
lude for a moment to the extraordinary spectacle 
presented on this floor on the day of the organi- 
zation of thisbody. By the singular rule adopted 
by the Clerk of this body at its last session, a 
number of gentlemen found themselves likely to 
be defrauded of their right to seats on this floor. 
And then and here we witnessed a development 
which startled men for the moment, of a delib- 
erate conspiracy to disfranchise a number of the 
loyal States, and by a quibble, as narrow as it 
was mean, give the minority the control of the or- 
ganization ofthis House, And, sir, the men who 
always and persistently claim that they are for 
the rule of the people were here voting to sustain 
that infamous conspiracy. 

The State of Louisiana, steeped as she is in the 
crime of treason, without any organized govern- 
ment except what the General Government has 
established over her by force, without State offi- 
cers, and without even the semblance of a fair 
election or legally authenticated certificates, sent 
here two men to claim seats upon this floor, the 
name of one of whom was written upon the se- 
cession ordinance of the State when she forgot her 
allegiance to the Union; and though all these facts 
were known to the world, in defiance of all de- 
cency they took their places on the floor of this 
Hall. And not content, sir, with this outrage 
upon the privileges of this House, the Represent- 
siives from loyal States that had never been in 
rebellion or in sympathy with rebellion were ex- 
cluded from their places, while these interlopers, 
who had no more right than a sinner has to a seat 
in heaven, were quietly installed in these cushioned 
chairs in the national Congress. And to prove 
conclusively that all this had a partisan purpose, 
members elected by a majority counted by thou- 
sands, as was the case with myself, were not only 
excluded by this arbitrary ruling of the late Clerk, 
but when the motion was made to insert their 
names upon the rell of members of the House, 
the whole vote on the other side of the House, in- 


cluding the two who.were swindled in from Lou- | 


| energies of our people. 


istana, W 
crime 


as cast solid against us. 


What term of re proach can 
truthfully characterize this bald attempt to dis- 
franchise whole States at a single blow? 
men have shown a greatdeal 





ut the 
of secession! 


Gentle- 
of indignation at the 
alleged usurpations ofthe miliary in reeard toelee- 





tions. I donotapologize for these thines 


isiftrue;but 
lon comes with 
an ill grace from those who deliberately cast their 
votes on this floor to disfranchise whole States 
by a legislative decree. Sir, legislative usurpa- 
tion is no more tolerable with me than military 
usurpation; and with this record behind them I 
should think that our friends on the other side 
would not have much taste for discussing the ques- 
tion of the disfranchisement of the people. But 
enough of this. 1 am merely stating the reasons 
which have operated on my mind as a Union man, 
whose sole object and purpose here are to serve 
the cause of our imperiled Union, and to give 


el do suy thatsuch atfeected indignat 


every aid and assistance that I can to its authorities | 


im Maintaining its Integrity, for co6perating with 
those on this side of the House. | have indicated 
the objects and animus of the organization of 
the peace party on this floor and in the country, 
and shown that neither taking its professions or 
practice is it to be trusted, and now, sir, I desire 
to state affirmatively why | go heartily with the 
gentlemen elected as Republicans and as Union 
men, whooccupy seats on this side of the Chamber. 

We are in the midst of the grandest struggle of 
either ancient or modern times. A war whose 
gigantic proportions stretch alofg a navigable 


line of coast and river some five thousand miles | 


inlength, thatembraces an area of territory larger 
than was ever before submitted tothe arbitrament 
of a single contest, involving an expenditure of 
money and of life which has no parallel in mod- 
ern history, has been for two years and a half 
drawing upon the resources and exhausting the 
A war hegun strictly on 
our part in selt-detense, and conducted with all 
the mildness which a kind-hearted Chief Magis- 
trate could throw into the contest, it has at last 
reached a point where one side or the other must 
be conquered. Begun in order to perpetuate and 
aggrandize an institution the very existence of 
which in our free Government has ever been a 
standing reproach inthe eyes of the civilized world, 


and has almost neutralized our example as a re- 


publican nation, it has gone on increasing in in- 
tensity and bitterness until no one pretends, with 


| any sort of reason, that the cause of the war can 


survive the straggle. Slavery, in a moment of 


| folly, mad with its own power, precipitated a con- 


flict that can now only end in its destruction. 
Without cause, and, | may add, without ex- 


| cuse, the champions of slavery began the war, 


; contest. 


made its existence an issue, and now, sir, they 
must take the consequences of their acuon. As 
an institution which it was thought the national 
Government dare not attack, it was made the 
bulwark behind which rebellion was to intrench 
itself in safety; and standing as it did in front of 
the enemy, as its breastwork and defense, we were 
compelled to either demolish it or give up the 
It is the very life of military success 
that we strike our enemy where he will most 
keenly suffer from the blow. If we mean to be 
victorious we must do that which will inflict upon 
him the greatest injury and harm us the least; and, 
sir, by destroying slavery in the rebellious States 
we deprive our enemies of every essettial clement 
ofsuccess. Wenotonly destroy the means of suc- 
cess but we destroy the motive to rebel. Take 
away slavery and they have nothing to fight with 
and nothing to fightfor. Hence, sir, | stand with 
the Union party of this House. ‘The des‘ruetion 
of the institution in the rebel States is a necessity 
to the restoration of the Union, and | am for 
standing by those who will enforce that policy. 
It is my misfortune to differ with many gentle- 
men around me in regard to the capacity and des- 
tiny of the African race. While slavery was un- 


| dermining white society and threatening its ruin 


it did little by way of enlightening the slave; and 
lam glad to know that there are gentlemen on 
this floor, who do not share these opinions with 
me, and who believe in the capacity of the freed- 
men to become prosperous residents and owners 
of the soil, who nevertheless are looking to the 
means of freeing him from the contact with de- 
morulizing influencesand the prejudices of a large 
pertionof our people. I hail with pleasure, there- 
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fore, sir, every suggestion which looks to their 
voluntary emigration from among us; and when 
my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ketiey] the 
other day alluded to their natural tendency toward 
the tropical latitude of this continent, he presente d 
t suggestion which, if properly improved, will 
prove a Wise and p rctical sx lution of a proble ni 


of our social ¢ Kistenes 


which is liable to become 
a dangerous and disturbing question. Sympa- 
thizing fully with the necessity for emancipation, 
it will nevertheless bring evils upon portions of 
the country which the highe st wisdom can only 
modify, not neutralize, 

Sir, if T may be permitted to say so here, 1 will 
say that I never was an abolitionist. Itis net per- 
haps to my credit that l amnot, | never believed 
in that wire-drawn the ory of the transcendental 
reformers who insist upon the propriety of con- 
ferring equal political and social privileges upon 
all races. I do believe, and always have, that 
every man had a natural right to his liberty, and 
that could only be taken from him when the good 
and safety of the community were involved. Sla- 


| very IT always hated as an abomination in the 
| sight of God and all good men; but because I 


deny the right for you to enslave Sally and Dinah 
I do not admit that | am bound to marry one or 
the other, and because I deny that you have the 
right to sell and oppress the negro I must place 
him in the same relative position with other white 
citizens. Natural rights are God-given and in- 
herent,and [ concede them to all; political rights 
are relative, conferred the State, and may be 
given or withheld as the body politic may deem 
best. 


Entertaining these opinions, I confess I have 


_ always been too conservative to be able to adopt 


the opinions of the party known in the history of 
the country as the abolition party. But these 


| are, for the present of course, only abstract opin- 


ions, and I do not choose to discuss them. I only 
present them that I may not be understood to con- 


| cede doctrines which [ deny, or that such conces- 


sion is involved by the grounds which [| assume. 

Auxiliary to this scheme of abolishing slavery 
in the rebellious territory is that other plan for 
arming the freed population. Weall realize whet 
a change has been wrought in the public sentiment 
of the country in relation to this question. And, 
sir, whether itis because the peoplein the pressure 


| for men to fill the quotas of troops demanded 


were Willing to waive their prejudices in relation 
to this class of persons, and accept aid wherever 


| it could be obtained, or have come to the conclu- 
| sion more complimentary to the prowess of the 


colored volunteer, the fact is that public senti- 
ment notonly justifies but demands their employ- 
ment wherever they can be used to crush this 
rebellion, Itnot only aids in recruiting the ranks 
of our Army and destroying the basis of the rebel 
power, but it makes the future existence of the 
institution of bondage impossible. 

Itis singular that while the prejudices of the 
northern people long prevented the employment 
of negroes to aid in overthrowing the power of the 
rebellion the rebels were too wise to be betrayed 
intosuch folly. Within one month from the ime 
when the State of Tennessee was forced out of 
the Union her Legislature passed and her Gov- 
ernor signed the following enactment: 


Sec. l. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Tennessee, Viat from and after the paserge of thes 
act the Governor shall be, and he is hereby, authorized, at 
his Giseretion, to receive into the military service of the 
State all male free persons of color between the ages of fit 
teen and fifty, or euch numbers as may be necessary, who 
may be sound in mind and body, and capable of actual 
service. . 

“2. Beit further enacted, That such free persons of eolor 
shall receive each eight dollars per month us pay, and such 
persons shall be entitled to draw each Ouc ration per 
day, and shall be entitled to a yearly allowance each for 
clothing. , 

63. Be it further enacted, That in order to carry ont the 
provisions of Uiis act it shall be the duty of the sheriffs of 
the several counties in this State to ecallees accurate in- 
formation as to the number and condition, with the names 
of free persons of color subject to the provisions of this act, 
and shall, as it is practicable, report the same in writing to 
the Governor. 

“4, Be it further enacted, Thata failure or refusal of the 
sheriffs, or any one or more of them, to perform the dutics 
required shall be deemed an offense, and on conviction 
thereol shall be punished as a misdemeanur. 

“5, Be it further enacted, Thatin the eventof asufficient 
nuinber of tree persons of color to meet the wants of Lhe 
State shall not tender their services, that the Governor Is 
empowered, through the sheriffs of the different counties, 
lo press such persons uptil the requisite number is obtained. 

**6, Be it further enacted, That when any mess of vol 
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unteers shall keep a servant to wait on the me mbers of the 
mess. enel servant shall be allowed one ration. 

“This act to take effect from and after its passage.”? 
Earnestly engage d in the struggle for rebellious 
they did not stop to quibble over the color 


fingers that di 


succes 
WwW trige f upon the so] liers 
Inion, but wisely determined that help 
is what they needed, and whether it eame in 
| of white or black men they accepted it 
for the good of their cause, ‘They set us the ex- 
ample ofarming the negro, and they have no right 
to complain if we fight them with weapons of their 
own choosing. 

At New Orleans prior to the Federal occupa- 
tion of the city they had a full regiment of Afri- 
can soldiers; and the first colored regiment or- 
ganized by General Butler was made of the same 
men who had been conscripted under rebel rule 
but embraced the first opportunity to desert to us 
and declare for the Union. 

I do not stop to inquire into the constitution- 
ality of the emancipation of slaves and their em- 
ployment in the armies of the Union. 


When red-handed treason is grappling at the | 
grappiung 


throat of the nation it is no time to higgle about 
the means of defense. If any man’s code of ac- 
tion was such that he could not defend himself 
from the assault of a robber or an assassin with- 


out violating it, he deserves to be mulct or mur- | 


dered; and if the occasion arose when he must 
break his rule or lose his life I should honor his 
breach of a creed not worth preserving. And, 
sir, if the framers of our Constitution so made it 


that our Government was to have no powers of || 
resistance when assailed by traitors it deserves | 


the destruction to which such an instrument would 
be doomed. Such a construction of it would be 


an imputat its strious ; ; “oe 
Bputalion Upon its ilesirious puthors Of ax || practical plan by which the constitutional guar- 


imbecility which my respect for their memory 
will not permit me to indulge, I have no scruples 


on that score. Ido not believe that when a traitor | 


raises the sword to strike at the heart of the Union 
he has a right to cram the Constitution into the 
face of its defender, and say, ‘* You have no right 
to take life without due process of law.’’ By the 
very act of resistance to it he loses all the bene- 
fits which it confers upon the citizen, 

1 will not insult the memories of those who 
framed our Constitution by intimating that they 
made a Government which when it most needed 
it had least power; committed the supreme folly 
of making a Government that could only exist by 
sutferance, and was atthe entire mercy of any set 
of traitors who might seek its destruction. Sir, 
they did not doit. Itis of the very essence of 


Government that it possess the power of self- | 
preservation, as it is of life that its possessor has | 


the right to preserve it by any means which ne- 
eessity demands. A Government that does not 
possess this right is a cheat and a shadow. 
gentlemen who deny the right of this Government 
remember the history of their own party ? 

The last administration under Mr. Buchanan 
spent $20,000,000 in subduing a petticoat rebel- 
lion in the mountain-girt Territory of Utah. No 
lack of power was found while the rebels con- 
sisted of only a large assortment of females, but 
when the champions of slavery were in arms in- 


stead. of the exhausted defenders of polygamy, 


we suddenly discover a great want of power! 
fut, sir, | have a little authority on this sub- 
ject which ‘I desire to submit. Within the rec- 


oHection of all of us, Mr. Chairman, Jefferson | 
Davis was Secretary of War of the United States, | 


During the progress of those disgraceful scenes 
which reddened the virgin soil of Kansas with the 


blood of brothers it pleased the Chief Magistrate of | 


the nation to declare certain classes of our citizens 
there ina state of rebellion, 
sistance to the bogus laws forced upon them by a 
Legislature elected by a Missouri mob was rebel- 
lion; but the Administration claimed that it was, 
and Mr. Davis, as Secretary of War, ordered the 
military forces of the United States to disperse 
those people wherever found, and here is an ex- 
tract from his letter of instruction to General Per- 
sifer F. Smith, then in command of that depart- 
ment: 


* The position of the insurgents is that of open rebellion 
against the laws and constitutional authorities, with such 
manifestations of a purpose to spread devastation over the 
land as no louger justifies further hesitation or indulgence. 


Patriotism and humanity alike require thet rebellion should | 


be promptly crushed.”’ 


We have heard of “ chickens coming home to | 


|| territory I have no difficulty. 


| lican form of government.”’ 
| to preserve what a majority of the citizens of a 


| alty of a faithful citizen seems frivolous. 


Do | 





They denied that re- | 
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roost,’? and I think a better illustration of this 
homely adage was never found than in this case. 
What he said in 1856 I echo in 1864: ** Patriotism 
and duty alike require that rebellion should be 


| promptly crushed.”’ Sir, when he was in authority 
| and others were supposed to question it no diffi- 


culty of a constitutional character was found to 


yrevent his crushing it; no right of the majoritye 
| g ity J 


to prescribe their own government, nowadays 
called secession, was permitted to intervene be- 
tween rebellion and punishment. 

As to the lawful rights of those in the rebellious 


the doctrine of State rights nor State suicide. A 


| loyal citizen of thisGovernment cannot have his 


rights taken from him by the act of his neighbors. 
The result of their action may deprive him of the 


means of asserting and exercising them, but they || 


existin him legally unimpaired. Andaman who 
repudiates his duties to this Government can, in 


my opinion, claim nothing from it. The doctrine | 
| that a State can commit political suicide is com- 
| pletely answered by that provision of the Consti- 

tution which says that the ** United States shall | 


guaranty to every State in this Union a repub- 
Itis made our duty 


State might seek to destroy, the integrity of the 


form of the State government; and so long as one 


man within its limits stands by his allegiance and 
defies the rule of rebellion, he has a right toclaim 
from this Government the enforcement of the 
covenant, 

Entertaining these views, I have no hesitation 
in indorsing the plan of the President for restor- 
ing the State governments. It looks to their pres- 
ervation ‘instead of annihilation, and presents a 


antee can be made effective. The preliminary oath 
required seems to me to be withoutobjection. The 
complaint that it is an imputation upon the loy- 
As well 
might a manclaim that to require an oath to speale 
the truth as a prerequisite to delivering testimony 
in a court of justice was an impeachment of his 
veracity. This tenderness about taking extra- 
constitutional oaths has its origin in a sympathy 
for traitors which I think is too apparent to be 
misunderstood. 

3ut our friends on the other side insist upon 
having the ** Union as it wasand the Constitution 
as it is;’’ a very pretty ad captandum phrase, but 
in my humble opinion a very senseless one. Are 
our friends in earnest when they say that they 
want another rule like that which swayed this 


| Government under Buchanan? Do they desire to 


witness the recurrence of those disgraceful events 
which brought a stain upon our national honor 
which can never be wiped away? Are they willing 
even for the sake of the spoils to see us again 
wallowing in the slough of infamy into which the 
last Administration plunged this nation? Do they 


| hunger so for the flesh-pots of Egypt that they 


are willing to see us prostrating every interest, 
State and national, to the perpetuation and foster- 
ing of that foul curse and reproach to the Repub- 
lic, human bondage; when Cobb squandered the 
public moneys till the public Treasury became 
bankrapt, and your bonds fell to seventy-five 


cents on the dollar in a time of profound peace; | 


when Thompson embezzled the funds which had 
been sacredly intrusted to his care to aid in the 
humane and charitable purpose of elevating the 
savage froma state of barbarism to that of civili- 
zation; when Floyd remained in authority that 


| he might rob and steal on a scale commensurate 
| with his unrivaled capacity; when, in fact, every 


Department had become so corrupt that the whole 


| fabric came nigh tumbling to pieces from its own 


rottenness? No,sir. They will pardon me when I 
say I doubt their sincerity. ‘* The Union as it 
was?’’as well might you seek to crowd the con- 
dor who soars among the snowy summits of the 
Andes into the tiny shell from which he sprang, 
as toreplace the American Union in the same po- 
sition which it occupied prior to this rebellion. 
Sir, these three long years of bloody, wasting, 
devastating war have not taught as a useless les- 
son. The noble martyrs who have gone down 
in this fierce struggle for the nation’s existence and 
regeneration have not made their last sacrifice for 
the barren, fruitless result of restoring the very 
condition of things which superinduced the strife. 
It was for no such ignoble purpose that the gal- 


dant Lyon died on the plain of Springfield, or that 


I believe neither in | 











| grant it. 
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other martyr from my own far-off State, the lion- 
hearted, the eloquent Baker, whose brave words 
rang through this nation like a trumpet-blastcal]- 
ing its people to the defense of the national honor. 
It was for no such trifling purpose that he fell, 
the murdered victim of a traitorous commander- 
in-chief. Go ask the martyred brave who people 
the graves that line the swamps of the Peninsula 
and rest in the lonely tombs that rise on the banks 
and bayous of the Mississippi,if they are willing 


that their sacrifices should end in replacing the 


Union in the same condition it was when this 


| wanton, bloody, and infamous rebellion began, 


It is enough to make them start from their dust 
to suggest the inquiry. After our terrible expe- 


rience in taming this monster of slavery we are 


not going to leave the serpent with his fangs un- 
drawn. The people of this nation, who have 
yielded up so much of life and treasure in this 
wicked rebellion, will never be content until they 
can know that its recurrence is impossible, and 
gentlemen might as well talk of recalling the past 
or of reanimating the fallen dead as to talk of the 
Union as it was. 

Mr. Chairman, I am for the Union with every 
star in its place, redeemed, regenerated, and puri- 
fied, as it will be by this war. 

And now, sir, | wish to make a few observa- 
tions in regard to our duty here. 

This war hasshown one thing clearly, and that 
is, that the people on both sides are in earnest, 
And I may add that if in this respect there is any 
difference, the rebels are more thoroughly in earn- 
est than are we. Myself a native of a southern 
State, and knowing the spirit that animates that 
people, I can understand the desperate energy 
which they have thrown into this contest. | do 
not believe the tales that have from time to time 
been told us with regard to the affection of the 
people for the Union and their forced submission 
to the rebellion. They are, in my opinion, the 
most thoroughly united people in this contest that 
ever threw down the gage of battle. Every 
slaveholder is fighting with the desperation of de- 
spair to retain his property; and the poor white 
man who serves in the ranks is fighting with no 
less determination to prevent being placed by the 
law on an equality with theslave. It may be said 
that this latter feeling is all prejudice, and | may 
Still it is a fact; and for proof of the 
strength and bitterness of that prejudice, I appeal 
to loyal members from the slave States who sit 


| around me. 


In my observation the bitterest and most un- 
reasonable pro-slavery men are those who never 
owned a slave and never will. However wrong 
they may be, they will remain so till this war has 
been fought through. 

And right here, Mr. Chairman, let me say that 
I cannot agree with those humane ideas so fre- 
quently advanced on the other:side of the House 
that you ought not to confiscate the property of 
the rebel inarms—that by doingso you drive him 
from repentance and prolong the war. 1 cannot 
comprehend the principle which permits us to 
take life with Christian propriety butis shocked at 
the thought of taking property; and, sir, if we can 
take life ** without process of law,’’ as a means 
of putting down this rebellion, can we not toke 
property for the same purpose? As to our con- 
fiscating property being an incentive to them to 
continue the contest, they had thrown their all 
into the contest before, and nothing but success 
could save it to them. 

But to return to the subject. To-day, with all 
his defeats and reverses, Jeff. Davis defies us with 
the bestarmy that the confederacy has seen—men 
who when set in the stern strife of battle are the 
equals of any in the wide world. The rebellion 
is compressed, cramped, but it is not broken; and 
gentlemen deceive themselves who think we are 
to have anearly and easy conquest. A single mis- 
fortune to Grant or Meade might place us next 
autumn no nearer our object than we are to-day; 
and, sir, I believe that it is our duty to look the 
danger that threatens in the face and prepare to 
meet the most tremendous shock of this war. 
Why was it that Rosecrans lay for months at 
Stone river after his hard-won victory and the re- 
treatof Bragg? It was his want of men and means 
to follow. hy was it, when the gallant army of 


the Potomac had hurled back the discomfited le- 
gions of Lee on the bloody hills of Gettysburg, 
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that with victory, Providence, and the ** patri- | 
Potomac’’ on our side, he yet escaped safely 
into Virginia? It was because we had not the men 
and the means to follow. And lastly, when, be- 
neath the banner of Grant, the gallant Hooker— 
who was robbed of the glory and the laurel of 
Gettysburg—stormed the cloud-capped heights of 
Lookout Mountain, and rolled back the tide of the 
enemy upon the plains of Georgia, why was it 
that the results of the splendid triumph were lost? 
it was because we were still without men or 
means to follow. 

And shall this chapter of failures teach us no | 
lesson, or shall we gather from the experience the | 
wisdom whiclt shall bring triumph to the future? | 
Then, sir, let us vote men and money, Provide | 
the means of filling the ranks of the Army, not 
by tempting men by the sordid motives of pay 
aud bounty, but by that stern call which every || 
nation has a right to make on its people when its | 
existence is at stake—recruit them until success 
must crown their arms, 

Sir, our national credit is already groaning be- 
neath the accumulating debt. We cannot afford || 
to prolong this war. Every day of its continu- || 
ance adds more than its million dollars to the | 
public debt, and we must close this strife by quick | 
subjugation or provide for a collapse of the na- 
tional credit. We can end this war in the next 
campaign. I think my military friend from Ohio 

| 


etc 


[Mr. Scuencx] could draw an act which, if placed 
on the statute-book, would end all organized re- | 
bellion within the next ten months. And I will 
add that Lam ready to vote for just as stringent 
a conscription law as he has the courage to ask 
for. And while we are voting buncombe resolu- | 
tions about increased wages to the soldiers, | hope 
we shall have a tax bill to provide the money. | 

When the gentleman from Indiana offered his 
resolution to raise the pay of soldiers, uncon- 
scious that I was left entirely alone, I voted in 
the negative. I did it, sir, because we were in- 
formed that the demands upon our Treasury al- 
ready crowded its resources; and I was unwilling 
to promise to pay men who had not asked it | 
money that we did not have, and did not know | 
that we could get. Lf am for filling the Treasury 
first, and will talk of distributing the contents 
afterwards. 

[ pledge myself here and now tostand by every 
movement which has for its purpose the replen- 
ishing of the Army andethe Treasury. I will 
support the President, while, with an honesty of 
purpose and a clearness of vision which prove 
him one of the most illustrious men of modern 
times, he molds and djects the plans which are | 
to throttle this devil of rebellion; and having thus | 
humbly struggled to do my duty here go home | 
to the noble young State which sent me here and 
tell the Union-loving people who live among her | 
mountains and valleys that when misfortune came | 
lat least had sought to provide against it to the 
best of my ability. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I wish to say a few words 
in reference to the pending amendment which has 
been advocated by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr. Dawson.] My peopleare more than 
any other affected by the change in the standard 
of value, and yet they have made no complaint. 
Very many of them are cheerfully serving in the 
Army of the United States and receiving as pay 
what isequivalent to not more than seven dollars 
amonth, and at places where it requires nearly 
seven dollars a day to live. Notwithstanding that 
suchis the case, and that gold is the standard of 
value recognized in that country, I have not re- 
ceived a petition from a single soldier asking that 
they should be paid in gold and not in green- 
backs, 

Now, I put it to the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
van.a (Mr. Dawson] and those who agree with 
him that when those men are willing to receive 
greenbacks, the lawful currency of the United 
States, there is no good ground of complaint to 
induce us to amend the bill as proposed. 

Mr. C. A. WHITE obtained the floor, but 
yielded it to 

Mr. CRAVENS, who moved that the commit- 
tee now rise. 

he motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wasuaurne, of Illinois, 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the || 
State of the Union had had the Union generally || 
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‘lie on the table. 
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under consideration, and particularly bill of the 
House No. 151, making appropriations for the 


naval service for the year ending June 30, 1865, 
and had come to no conclusion thereon. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


| before the House.a communication from the Sec- 


retary of the Treasury, transmitting tabular state- 
ments of the commissioners appointed by the 
President under the several acts for the release of | 
certain persons held to service in the District of | 
Columbia; which was laid upon the table, and || 
ordered to be printed. | 
PENALTIES AGAINST TRAITORS. 
| 


Mr. HIGBY asked unanimous consent to in- 
troduce a bill to exclude traitors and alien ene- 
mies from the courts of the United States in civil 
cases, and from the public lands. 

Mr. PENDLETON objected. 

Mr. CRAVENS moved that the House ad- 
jyourn, 

The motion was agreed to. 

And thereupon the House (at four o’clock and 
fifteen minutes) adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, February 18, 1864. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRLanp. 
The Journal of yesterday was readand approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. MORGAN. I present the petition of seven 
hundred and eighty-five citizens of New York, 
° . | 
askmg Congress to pass such laws as will put the | 
soldiers of our Army on the same footing as to | 
bounty, pay, and pension, without regard to dif- 
ference of the complexion. Asa bill on that sub- 
ject is before the Senate, I move that the petition 


The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RAMSEY presented the petition of Lieu- 
tenant William L. Church, of lowa, asking to be | 
indemnified for property destroyed by the Sioux 
indians under the lead of Inkpa-dutah, at Spirit 
Lake, in the year 1857; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. || 
| 
| 





On motion of Mr. HOWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Nancy M. Guneally, for- 
merly widow of Lyman M. Richmond, praying for a renewal 
of pension or half pay on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, it was 

Ordered, That Cornelius Wendel! have leave to with- 
draw his petition and other papers from the files of the || 
Senate. 





REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Ag- 


riculture, to whom was referred the petition of 
Zerendt A. Froiseth, praying for the enactment 
of suitable laws for the encouragement of immi- 
gration, submitted a report accompanied by a bill 
(S. No. 125) to encourage immigration. The bill 
was read and passed to a second reading, and the 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the same committee, to 
whom was referred a bill (S. No. 64) to incorpo- 
rate the North American Land and Emigration || 
Company, reported it back and asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. TEN EYCK, fromthe Committee on Com- | 
merce, to whom was re.erred the memorial of 
George W. Fish, praying compensation for ser- | 
vices rendered as consul of the United States from | 
the Ist day of April, 1861, to 30th of August, 186], | 
asked to be discharged from its further consider- || 
ation; which was agreed to. 1] 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The Committee on Pub- | 
lic Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S, No. | 
32) granting lands to the State of Michigan for | 
the construction of a wagon road for postal and 
military purposes, have instructed me to report 
it back, and recommend that it do not pass, upon | 
the ground that it interferes with the grant to a 
railroad company in 1856. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred a bill (H. R. 
No. 228) confirming the title of Joseph Ford to 
certain lands in Rice county, in the State of Min- 
nesota, asked to be discharged from its further | 


| very decided vote. 
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consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims; which was 
agreed to. ; 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a resolution to print 
three thousand copies of the Navy Register, have 


instructed me to report it back and recommend 
ils passage. 


l ask for its present consideration, 
Yhe resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, That three thousand copies of the Navy Re- 


| gister be printed for the use of the Senate. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. GRIMES asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
126) to amend **An act to incorporate the inhab- 
itants of the city of Washington,” passed May 
15, 1820; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

INTERNAL REVENUE, 

The Senate proceeded to consider its amend 

ments to the bill (HL. R. No. 122) to increase the 


~~ 


| internal revenue, and for other purposes, disagreed 


to by the House of Representatives; and 


s* 
On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 
Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments to 

the said bill disagreed to by the House of Representatives, 

and agree to the conference asked by the House on the dis- 


| agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 


Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the Senate 
be appointed by the Vice President. 


The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Fes- 
senpeEN, Mr. Howe, and Mr. Jounson. 
ALMOND D. FISK, 
Mr. ANTHONY. Lask the Senate to take up 
Senate bill No, 112, for the relief of the heirs of 
Almond D. Fisk, deceased, for the purpose of re- 


| committing it to the Committee on Patents and 


the Patent Office. Itis a bill which was recom- 
mitted to that committee on my motion a day or 
two since; but at the request of the Senator from 
Wisconsin [Mr. Howe] | allowed it to be reeon- 
sidered. I want it recommitted, because there is 


| an adverse interest that has not been heard; and 
|) itis eminently proper that thatinterest should be 


heard before the committee rather than before the 
Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT The Senator from 
Rhode Island moves to postpone all prior orders 
for the purpose of proceeding to the considera- 


| tion of the bill indicated in his motion. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


| Rhode Island now moves that the bill be recom- 


mitted to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 

Mr. HOWE. Ido not like to have it recom- 
mitted; but if I can have any assurance that the 
adverse intetest to which the Senator refers wik 
be here to be heard in any reasonable time, I shall 
not be disposed to resist it. The fact is this ap- 
plication was made here at the last session of Con- 
gress. The Committee on Patents then heard it, 
and reported a bill; and it passed the Senate by a 
At the opening of this ses- 
sion it was again recommitted to the Committee 
on Patents, and this adverse interest has not ap- 
peared here yet, in fact, except by proxy. Un- 


| less the Senator can give some assurance that this 


hearing can be had within a reasonable time, I 
think it unreasonable to ask this delay. 

Mr. ANTHONY. J cannot give any assur- 
ance that the adverse i)terest will come here to 
protect his rights; but J give this assurance, that 


if the person does not come here I shal! not press 


any unreasonable delay. But there is an interest 
that has not been represented here. Now it has 
got to be represented. It must be heard some- 
where. This Senate will not pass a bill affecting 
any vested right without giving the parties a hear- 
ing; and certainly for the convenience of the Sen- 


/ate and all propriety for its hearing before the 


committee rather than before the Senate. I know 
nothing about the merits of the case; but | know 
there is an important adverse interest that has 
not been represented, and that it is not the fault 
of that party that he has not been represented. 
He had reason to believe that this matter was not 
to be reported upon. 

Mr. HOWE. When will he be here ? 

Mr.ANTHONY. TheSenator from Wivcon- 
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sin wants me to state when the party will be here. 
1 certainly cannot state it; butif he does not come 
ble time I shall not ask for any fur- 


ina reasonavie 
the r de lay. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It will be in the power 
of the committee to report the bill back at any 
time. It cannot be delayedany time. ‘The Sen- | 
ator from Wisconsin will have control of it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the recommitment of the bill to the Commit- 
tee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BUSINESS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


This day having been set apart for the con- 
sideration of business relating to the District of 
Columbia, on the motion of Mr. GRIMES the 
meyors of Georgetown (Mr. Addison) and of 
Washington (Mr. Wallach) were admitted to the 
floor of the Senate Chamber for the convenience 
of consultation with Senators on the pending 
measures. 


NOTARIES PUBLIC. 


Mr. GRIMES. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 82, 
concerning notaries public for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. WADE. I believe the resolution about 
permitting the judges of the courts of the District 
to have the privilege of the Library is the first bill 
on the Calendar. There was an adverse report 
from the Committee on the Library, and I wish 
that resolution to be taken up and disposed of, as 
I believe it is the first District business in order 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. GRIMES. I do not know that there is 
any order about it. I supposed business relating 
to the District of Columbia was intrusted to my 
care to be called up whenever ! saw fit. 

Mr. WADE. I will not oppose you. Tama 
member of the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, but | will not oppose you. 

Mr. GRIMES. Iam not aware that that reso- 
lution was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or reported by them. 

Mr. WADE. It is District business. 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 am not aware of that. 

The motion of Mr. Grimes was agreed to; and 
the Senate, as in Committce of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 82) concerning 
notaries public for the District of Columbia. The 
bill provides that notaries public for the District 
of Columbia may be appointed by the supreme 
court of the District. Me new appointment is to 
be made until the number in the District is re- 
duced to twenty-five; and afterwards vacancies are 
to be filled by the court as they may occur. Each 
notary public hereafter appointed, before entering 
upon the duties of his office, is to take an oath 
faithfully to discharge them, and to give bond to 


the United States in the sum of $2,000, with se- 


curity to be approved by the supremt court or a 
judge thereof, for the faithful discharge of the 
duties of his office. And the court, with reason- 
able dispatch, by a general order to be published 
in one or more newspapers printed in the Dis- 
trict, is to require all persons now holding the com- 
mission of notary public to give new bond; and 
all persons failing to comply with that order are 
to be stricken from the list of notaries. Notaries 
public are to have authority to demand accept- 
ance and payment of foreign bills of exchange, 
and to protest them for non-aceeptance and non- 
payment; and to exercise such other powers and 
duties as, by the law of nations, and according to 
commercial usages, or for use and effect beyond 
the jurisdiction of this District as, according to 
the law of any State or Territory of the United 
States, or any foreign Government in amity with 
the United States, may be performed by notaries 
public, Notaries publie may also demand ac- 
ceptance of inland bills ofexchange, and payment 
thereof, and of promissory notes, and may pro- 
test them for non-acceptance or non-payment, as 
the case may require. 

Each notary public is to have power to take 
and to certify the acknowledgment or proof of 
powers of attorney, mortgages, deeds, and other 
instruments of writing, the acknowledgment of 
any conveyance, or other instrument of writing, 
executed by any married woman, to take deposi- 
tions, and to administer oaths and affirmations in 
all matters incident or belonging to the duties of | 
his office, and to take affidavits to be used before 
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| any court, judge, or officer within this District. 


| 


Each notary public is to keep a fair record of his 
official acts, and, when required, to give a certified 
copy of any record in tis office to any person, 
upon payment of the fees therefor. Each notary 
public, before he acts as such, is to provide a ho- 
tarial seal, with which he shall authenticate all 
his official acts, which seal, together with his rec- 
ords aud official documents, are not to be liable | 
to be seized on by any execution. He must de- 
posit an impression of his official seal in the office 
of the clerk of the supreme court of the District. 
On the death, resignation, or removal from office of 
any notary public, his records, together withall his 
official papers, are to be deposited in the office of the 
clerk of the supreme court of the District. The 
original protest of a notary public, under his hand 
and official seal, of any bill of exchange or prom- | 
issory note for non-acceptance or non-payment, 
stating the presentment by him of such bill of | 
exchange or note for acceptance or payment, and | 
the non-acceptance or non-payment thereof, and | 
the service of notice on any or all of the parties | 
to such bill of exchange or promissory note, and | 
specifying the mode of giving such notice, and | 
the reputed place of residence of the party to whom | 
the same was given, and the post office nearest 
thereto, are to be prima facie evidence of the facts 
contained therein. The certificate of a notary 
public, under bis hand and seal of office, drawn 
from his record, stating the protest and the facts 
therein contained, are also to be evidence of the 
facts in like manner as the original protest. 

The fees of notaries public are to be: for each 
certificate and seal, fifty cents; for taking depo- | 
sitions or other writings, for each one hundred 
words, ten cents; for administering an oath, fif- 
teen cents; for taking acknowledgment of a deed 
or power of attorney, with certificate thereof, fifty 
cents; for every protest of a bill of exchange or 
promissory note,and recording the same, $1 75; 
for cach notice of protest, ten cents; for each de- 


mand for acceptance or payment, if accepted or || 


paid, one dollar, to be paid by the party accept- 
ing or paying the same; and for each noting of 
protest, one dollar. All acts and parts of acts in- 
consistent with this act are to be repealed. 

Mr. HALE. I desire the attention of the 
chairman of the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia fora moment to the first section, in which 


the power of appointment is conferred on the su- || 


preme court of the District. It strikes me that 


the same tribunal that has the appointment ought || 


to have the power of removal for cause. There | 
is nothing of that sort in the bill, however. 

Mr. GRIMES. I think that they have that 
power now; but I am perfectly willing that the 
Senator should propose an amendment to that 
effect. I will state thatat present there is no law | 
regarding the appointmem of notaries public, or 
controlling them, or defining their powers and du- 
ties, or specifying their fees, except such as were 
in existence in Maryland before this District was 
ceded to the United States, as [ am informed by 
the notaries public, ‘This bill is designed for the 
purpose of putting on our own statute-book a law 
that shall regulate the duties of the notaries pub- 
lic, specifying the manner in which they shall be 
appointed, and the manner in which they shall 
be amenable to some higher tribunal, and defining 
their fees. I think, although I am not confident | 
about it, for | do not pretend to know much about | 

| 








the laws of this District 

Mr. WADE. You have no objection to that 
amendment? 

Mr. GRIMES. No, sir. I think the court 
have that power now; but I am very well satis- 
fied to accept such an amendment, if the Senator | 
will offer it. 

Mr. HALE. 


line four, the words ** who shall have power to 
remove the same for cause.’’ 

Mr.GRIMES. Lam satisfied with thatamend- 
ment. I think there is not any such provisionin 
this bill; bat I think the court have the power 
under it. By reference to the eighth section it will 
be observed that the bill itself, as reported by the 
committee, contemplates the power of removal of | 
these officers by the court: 

“That on the death, resignation, or removal from office 
of any notary public, his records,’ &c. | 

I am very well satisfied that the court has the | 
power in this District to remove justices of the | 





Then I move to amend the first 1 
section by inserting after the word * District,” in | 
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peace, notaries public, and other officers of that 
description. 1 know that it has been done in re- 
gard to the justices of the peace since this session 
of Congress began. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Itwilldo no harm to insert jt. 
Mr. GRIMES. No, sir; and I have no objec. 
tion to it. ‘ 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. 


There is another amendm, nt 


| which I think should be made, and to which I de. 


sire to call the attention of the chairman of the 
District Committee. ls there any penalty now for 
notaries public taking higher fees than are pre- 
scribed by the statute? 

Mr. GRIMES. No, sir. , 

Mr. HALE. If there is not, I think that mat- 
ter should be provided for in this bill; and | move 
after the tenth section to add this provision: 

That any notary public who shall take a higher fee than 


is prescribed by this act shail pay a fine of $100 and be re. 
moved from othce by the court. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, I desire to move 
an amendment to limit the number of years to five 
during which these officers shall serve. I think 
that will be better than to leave them to serve for 
life. I have included in my amendment the amend- 
ment of my colleague in substance, to give the bill 
conformity. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which was 
to insertafter the word * District,’’ in the fourth 
line of the first section, the words, ** whose term 
of office shall be five years, and who may be re- 


| moved by said court for cause ;’’ so that the clause 


will read: 


That notaries public for the District of Columbia may 
be appointed by the supreme court of said District, whose 
term of office shall be five years, and who may be removed 
by said court for cause. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate have 


agreed to the other amendment; but by the unani- 


| mous consent of the Senate it can be put in this 
| form. 








Mr. CLARK. [only insert it in this amend- 
ment so as to modify the words a little. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will re- 
gard this asa substitute for the other amendment, 
if there be no objection, that having been agreed wo. 

The amendment was agreed to. The bill was 
ordered to be engrossed and read athirdtime. [t 
was read the third time, and passed. 


CUARTER OF THE CITY OF GEORGETOWN. 


The next bill considered as in Committee of 
the Whole was the bill (S. No. 81) to amend the 
charter of Georgetown, in the District of Colum- 
bia. It provides that the corporation of George- 
town is not hereafter to*be forced to contribute 
toward the expense of the levy court of the county 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia, more 
than a certain proportion of the expenses incurred 
on account of the orphans’ court and the office of 
coroner, which was left blank in the bill to be 
filled up by the Senate, and one half the expense 
of opening and repairing roads in the county 
of Washington west of Rock creek leading to 
Georgetown. The residue of the expenses of the 
coroner and the orphans’ courtare to be defrayed 
by the corporate authorities of the city of Washi- 
ington. 

The Committee on the District of Columbia 
reported the bill, with an amendment to strike 
out all after the enacting clause, and to insert the 
following in lieu thereof: 

That from and after the passage of this act, the corporate 


| authorities of the city of Washington, the corporate auton 
| ties of the city of Georgetown, and the county authorities of 


| 


the county of Washington, in the District of Columbia, shail 
contribute to the expenses of the levy court of the county 
of Washington, ineurred ou account of the orphans® cour, 
the office of coroner and the jail of said county, iv the tol 
lowing proportions, to wit: the city of Washington (wi Ive 
fifleenths, the city of Georgetown two fifteentis, and the 
county of Washington one fificenth of said expenses. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘That all laws and puts 
of laws inconsistent with the provisions of this act be, and 
they are hereby, repealed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question !s 
on concurring in the amendment reported by the 
committee. ‘That amendment is open to amend- 
ment. . 

Mr. GRIMES. By the acts of 1820 and 1826 
the expenses of the levy court of the county of 
Washington were distributed between the cily 
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of Georgetown, the city of Washington, and the 
county of Washington, composing that portion 
of the territory outside of the two cities, thus: 
the city of Washington was required to pay 
one half, the city of Georgetown one fourth, and 
the county one fourth. At that time the propor- 
tion required to be paid by each was about fair 
andequitable, Since that time the population of 
Washington has greatly increased. ‘They have all 
increased, in fact; but Washington has increased 
in population and wealth to a greater extent than 
either Georgetown or the District outside of the 
two cities. According to the census of 1860, there 
were 75,180 people in the entire District of Co- 
lumbia, of whom 8,733 were in Georgetown, 
5,225 were in the county, and 61,122 in Wash- 
ington. 

The Committee on the District of Columbia 
have taken the census of 1850 as a basis for the 
distribution of the expenses between the two 
cities and the county. 
actly fair to-day, perhaps, toward the county and 
the city of Georgetown. Perhaps Washington 


That would not be ex- | 


has increased during the last three years in a | 


much greater proportion in wealth and popula- 
tion than Georgetown and the District; but there 
was no other data that we could assume upon 
which to reach any very reasonable conclusion. 

It will be observed, Mr. President, that in this 
bill we have inserted the words, ‘and the jail of 
said county.”’ The bill, as it now stands, would 
not require the levy court, or the county, or either 
of the cities to contribute at all toward the ex- 


inserted there in contemplation of some other 
legislation of Congress by which a portion at any 
rate of the expenses of supporting the jail might 
be thrown upon the county. 
not see fit hereafter to provide by law that the 
jail shall be taken care of by the county, as it 
does provide in all the Territories of the United 


States, which hold very much the same relation || 


to the General Government that the District of 
Columbia holds to the General Government, then 
this clause in relation to the jail will be wholly 
inoperative; but if it shall be deemed best here- 
after to provide that the District shall contrilfute 
toward the expenses of the jail, then this law 
will stand, and the distribution between the two 
cities and the county will be as provided in this 
act. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
the committee if the expenses of maintaining the 
jail are not now paid by the United States out of 
the Treasury ? 

Mr.GRIMES. They are. ° 

Mr. JOHNSON. Solsupposed; and] ask him 
to state what, if he recollects, is the amount of 
maintaining the jail? My impression is that it is 
very heavy, and itis particularly heavy atthistime. 
The population of 


inally increased to a very much greater extent, 


. . : | 
and consists of a floating population brought here | 
by the peculiar condition of the country; and very 

many of the offenses, perhaps most of the of- | 


fenses that are committed, are committed by that 
class of people who are necessarily brought to a 
place such as Washington is at this time. It 
seems very hard to me that the whole expense of 
Maintaining the jail, or the proportion stated here, 
should be thrown upon the city of Washington. 
[am not sure that I understood the chairman, 
whether he intended to say that this law would 


the burden of supporting the jail, or whether its 


Notoperate at once, so as to throw upon the city | 


If Congress does | 


I will ask the chairman of | 


ashington, although it has | 


really increased to a very great extent, has nom- || A Territory holds very much the same relation 


“peration would be dependent upon future legis- | 


lation on the part of Congress. 


As I read it, the | 


ee it passes, the cities of Washington and | 
reorgetown and the county will be liable to pay | 


the whole expense of maintaining the jail. Now, 
‘his city has recently determined upon incurring 
very heavy expenditures for the pavement of its 
Streets, the making of additional sewers, and the 
Improvement of the existing sewers; allof which 
Will throw on the city a very heavy burden. It 
feems to me the proper policy, so far as we can 


46 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1864. 


do it consistent with justice to the United States, 


| would be rather to increase the inducements for 


| manent residence. 


persons to come to the city and make it their per- 

That is not done if you heap 
upon them the expense of maintaining a jail, whiel 
for the most part becomes necessary and becomes 
expensive, not because the city of Washington is 


| here, or is the city of Washington, and has a pop- 


| ulation of its own, but because, being the seat of | 


| government, there area great many people from | 
all the States of the Union, and from foreign na- 


tions, who are assembled here,and who are very 


apt to increase, and certainly have very much in- | 


creased, the expense of maintaining the jail. 


Mr.GRIMES. Mr. President, the Senator from 
Maryland reads this bill and construes it alto- 


| gether different from the manner in which I read 


it. There is nothing in the bill which makes it 


| obligatory on either of the cities or the county to 


| support the j ul. 


I,merely gays, ‘* such expenses 
as may be incurred;”’ that Is, such expenses as 


| may be incurred by them voluntarily if they see 
y \ y j 


fit to do it, or by some act of Congress that may 
hereafter be passed, shall be distributed in the pro- 
portions fixed and established by this bill. 

{I am unable to answer the question of the Sen- 
ator as to the expenses of the jail. 1 do notknow 
anybody whocan answer itexcept the First Comp- 
troller, and I do not know that he can. 1 know 
they are very heavy; but I am very well satisfied 


h | 


| they would not be one fourth of what they are if | 
the jail was under the control of some local au- 





| thority, and not under the control of the United 
pense of supporting the jail; but the words were || 


States Government. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Why? 
Mr. GRIMES. In the first place, we pay to 


all the officers connected with that jail fees twice 


| as large as are paid by the county and by the city 
| for services of a similar or very similar character, 


and to men of the same grade of capacity for the 
performance of such duties. 


We pay twice as | 


much for the support of the persons in the jail, | 


under some extraordinary construction that has 
been given on the subject of rations to these pris- 
oners, than has been given heretofore. 


jail is thirty-six cents, although a year ago it was 
in testimony before the Committee on the District 


ry 
The com- | 
| mutation for rations to the prisoners now tn the 


of Columbia that those rations could be furnished | 


for eight or nine cents, if I remember aright. 
we had the corporations of Georgetown and Wash- 
ington, or the officers of the levy court, to look 
after that jail, they would see to it that there was 
notsuch an extraordinary amount ofmoney squan- 
dered as is being squandered now. There is no 
control over the jail by Congress which appropri- 
ates this money. 

There is no analogy in the history of the Ter- 
ritories or in the Government for the United 


| States Government paying the expenses of jails. 





| if it should become a law. 


I have lived in my lifetime in three Territories. 


to the Federal Government that this District does. 
There never was such a case heard of as the Fed- 
eral Government paying the expenses of a jail in 
a Territory. But still, as | said before, this bill 
does not contemplate producing any change in 
regard to the expenses of the jail. I think the 


If | 


bill will not admit of any such construction as | 


the Senator from Maryland gives to it. It con- 
templates, however, that if they shal! voluntarily 


be distributed in the proportion fixed by this bill; 
or, if we shall follow itup by some subsequent 


|| be done. 








| tion there belongs strictly to that locality. 


|| take any action on the subject, the expense shall | 


legislation, and declare that hereafter the District | 


of Columbia shall be burdened with the expenses 
of the jail, then that those expenses shall be dis- 


| tributed among the constituent parts composing 


the District in the ratio fixed by this bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I do not think I have been 
mistaken as to the meaning of the billas it stands, 
The law as it now 
stands requires the whole expense of the jail to 
be defrayed by the United States. As the Dis- 
trict is satiety within the exclusive legislative 
jurisdiction of Congress, Congress of course have 


|| aright to change it. There is no doubt about that; 
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and the only question is, whether if this bill 
as it now stands on our table the law int 
spect will not be changed. 

The bill assumes of course that there are cer- 
tain expenses to be met for the support of the 
orphans’ court, the expenses of the levy court, 
and the expenses of the jail, and says tliat those 
expenses inthe aggregate, orphans’ court, levy 
court, and jail shall be paid. Shall, when? Shall 
underthis law. When? When the law passes, 
L have nodoubt, because the chairman of the com- 


oe 
iat re- 


mittee says so, that it was not the purpose of the 
committee or his own purpose in drafting the bill 
but as Lread it, it will become at once the di 
these three localities, Georgetown, Washi vton, 
and the county, to pay the whole amount of the 
expense, 


The chairman admits that the expense would 


ty of 


be a pretty considerable item. He justifies the 
proposition to throw the whole on this city and 
Georgetown and the county, on the ground that 
if the matter were in their hands the expense 
would not be as great as itis. Whose fault isit 
that the expenses are so great as the gentleman 
states? It is not the fault of this city, nor of 
Georgetown, nor of the county; itis the fault of 
Congregg; it is the fault of the committee, if there 
be any tek. lask the honorable chairman of 


the committee and my friend from Maine, {Me 
Morritt,} who have these matters incharge, why 
cannot you by legislation just as well as this eity 
or Georgetown guard against that unnecessary ex- 
pense? I see no difficulty aboutit, not the slightest 

It is true, I dare say, that the expenses are a 
erreat deal heavier than they should be. The chair- 
man says you pay your jailerand superintendent 
and different officers a great deal more than they 
ought to be paid. You can get rid of that by chang- 
ing the law in that particular. It is said that the 
amount allowed for rations is much lorger than it 
should be. You can get clear of that justas well 
as the city can, and you have the same induce- 
ment the city has; that is to say, the inducement 
of saving money. The expenses will be enormous 
or very heavy, no matter what may be the salaries 
paid to these officers, or what may be the amount 
of rations furnished to the prisoners; but that does 
not justify throwing the whole expense on these 
three localities, as a very large portion of the ex- 
pense is caused by the Government itself, not di- 
rectly but incidentally. 

Now, there is a difference, as it seems to me, 
and upon that difference Congress has acted up 
to the present time, between the condition of this 
city andany other Territory. Inthe other Terri- 
tories the whole is strictly local; all the popula- 
y. ‘They 
go there to reside. They are governed by their 
own territorial legislation. Their territorial Le- 
fislatures have entire jurisdiction over the people; 
but here the city has no jurisdiction atall except 
so far as you give it to them, 

Mr.GRIMES. We propose to give ittothem. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Youdo not give them the 
power of legislation in order to keep down ex- 
penses by keeping away criminals, 

Mr. GRIMES. We propose to follow that up 
hereafter. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Inwhatway? Thatcannot 
There are some things that cannot be 
done, and that is one of those things. You can- 


not prevent people from coming to the District as 


| long as we remain a free people. 


They willcome, 
and in the present condition of things they come 
in hordes, and where such a mass come into the 
city, in the nature of things, as long as men are 
men, there will be a great many men who will 


|| soon find their way into the jail. 


It is nothing new for the United States to pa 
the expenses of enforcing its criminal law. ‘The 
expense of maintaining every man who is con- 
victed here or in the States of an offense under the. 
laws and is sent to the penitentiary, in that peni- 
tentiary is borne by the Government; and why? 
Jecause he is an offender as against the laws of 
the United States, and the expense of maintaining 


i the laws of the United States ought to devolve 
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upon Congress. The laws of the United States || 
are as much in force here as they are in the States. 
The only difference between the two is that here 
they are more ext nsive than they arein the States. 
The whole here, local and general, is with Con- 
gress; but the principle isthe same. If itis right 
that the United States should support its own 
criminal system inthe States out of its own Treas- 
ury, it is equally right, as it seems to me, that it 
should support its own criminal Syste m here out 
of the Treasury. But whether that be true or not 
in general, one thing seems to be very obvious, 
and IT submitittothe chairman, whether it would 
not be better to let the bill lie on the table for a 
while at least, in order that we may frame some 
provision by which these localities shall not be 
required to pay the whole expense. 

Mr.GRIMES. 1 do not think they pay any. 
Thatis the difference between the Senator and 
myself. 


right; thatif this bill passes, they will at once be 
compelled to pay the whole expense. But sup- 
pose Lis not so, "The chairman suys he proposes 
to change it soas to make the law operative. How 
is that to be done? Me rely by saying that these 
localities shall pay the expenses, and when the 
law is changed according to his mode of provid- 
ing for the expenses that will then be incurred, it 
does not saddle the United States with any por- 
tion of the expense. I submit, therefore, to my 
friend, the chairman of the committee, that per- | 
haps he had better let the bill lie for a moment 
until we can have an opportunity of examining it. 

Mr. MORRILL, 1 desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is a pend- 
ing amendment—the amendment reported by the | 
committee, Which is open to amendment, 

Mr. MORRILL. My amendmentis to amend 
thatamendment by inserting after the words * and 
the jail of said county,’’ in the ninth line, the 
words ** when hereafter imposed by law.”’ 

I understand the committee did not intend to 
impose the expense of the jail at present by this 
bill upon the county; but the bill contemplates an 
imposition of the expenses in part upon the county 
by subsequent legislation. The Senator from 
Maryland thinks that the ball does presently im- 
pose the expense upon the county. To obviate 
that difficulty this amendment is proposed, leav- 
ing to future legislation to determine whether any 
portion of the expenses shall be imposed upon the 
county. If they are, then of course this bill fixes 
the ratio; and that is all. With that explanation, 
I do not suppose it is objectionable. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The proposed amendment 
relieves the bill itself of one of the objections 
which I stated, or rather makes the bill accom- | 
plish what the chairman of the committee says 
was the object of th® committee in drafting the 
bill, makes it prospective; but it does nat remove 
the other objection, The other objection was that 
it is not right,as I think, thatthe citiesand county | 
should pay the whole of the expense of the jail. | 
This amendment only provides that When the ex- 
pense is laid on them itis to be paid in the pro- 

»yortion there stated, whatever you may impose, 
Vou do not say the United States shall pay any 
part ofit. Whatever may be imposed in the fu- | 
ture, the whole of it is to be paid by these three 
localities. ‘ 

Mr. MORRILL, In that proportion. 

Mr.JOHNSON. Well, the proportions are in 
fifteenths, and you have gotall the fitteenths named 
here, and the city of Washington must pay so 
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in the following proportions, to wit: the city of Washing 


| tontwelve fiftecuths, the cjty of Georgetown two fifteenths, 


and the county of Washington one fifteenth of said ex- 
penses. 


That, according to my calculation, is fifteen fif- 


teenths. Now, what isthe United States to pay? | 


If the Senate will consent to let the bill lie on the 
table for a short time we can easily draft an amend- 
ment to free it from the difficulties I have stated. 
I have no objection to the billat all, except that I 
wish to guard this city and Georgetown against 
what I think would be a very burdensome taxa- 


should provide what portion the United States is 


| to pay in this bill, instead of saying thatthe whole | 


| fifteen fifteenths is to be paid by these three cor- 
porations, 


| Mr. MORRILL. If I understand the bill, Ido | 
| not think itis obnoxious to the objection taken || 


Mr. JOHNSON © Bat I assume now that Lam |! 


by the Senator from Maryland. ‘The committee 
did not intend by this bill to impose any expense 
on the county. They considered the question of 


it by this bill, but intended to provide for it by 
another bill. They say, therefore, that whatever 
expenses shall be Ynfposed by law on the county 
in regard to the expenses of this jail, that portion 


town and Washington and the county in the pro- 
portions named, Suppose that Congress should 


Then it would follow that the rates are simply 
fixed by this bill; and that is all. The objection 
that the Senator takes is, that the fifteen fifteenths 


whole of theexpense, ‘Thatis true; but that pro- 


quent legislation we shall fix for the cities and the 
county to pay. For that reason I think the ob- 
jection is not well taken. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. It is very difficult for a 
Senator coming from a distant State to understand 
the laws of this District, and especially to under- 
stand the measures coming from the Committee 
on the Districtof Columbia, he not being amem- 
ber of that committee, and not having heard the 
| discussion on the subject, and the reasons for the 
proposed statute. 

If the view submitted by the Senator who last 
| spoke be the correct one, if that be the correct 
construction of this bill in its present frame, it 
does not require these three corporations, the two 
cities and the county, to pay fifteen fifteenths, but 
only such proportion of the expenses as may 
hereafter be levied for the purposes specified by 
the bill, to be settled in some statute or act of Con- 
gress hereafter. Then I suggest whetheryif the 
| information I have received be true, the propor- 
tions of the amount of the expenses of this levy 
court, on account of the orphan court, the cor- 
oner, and the jail, hereafter to be levied, are proper 
and right. 

| understood the chairman of the Committee 
on the District of Columbia to say that hereto- 
fore the practice had been to assess these taxes 
according to population. My information is that 
they have been assessed according to area, and 
not according to population; and there is some 
propriety in that. This city is the Federal capj- 
tal, and is subject to all the burdens which arise 
from its peculiar character as well as the advant- 
ages which it also derives from being the capital 


many fifteenths. || of the nation. It has been the practice hereto- 


Mr. MORRILL. We may say that the United 


States shall pay one half and the county one half | 
of those proportions. | 


Mr. JOHNSON, But you do not say that. At 
least | do not understand it so. I submitit to the 
friends of the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. You will have to look at it 
sharper. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, | think this is a 
on the locality. The bill, as proposed to be amend- 
ed, will say, if we pass it in that form: 

That from and after the passage of this act, the corporate 
authorities of the city of Washington, the corporate author- 
ities of the city of Georgetown, and the county authorities 
of the county of Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
aball contribute to the expenses of the levy court of the 
county of Washington, incurred on account of the orphans’ 
eourt, the’ office of coroner, and the jail of said county, 


fore, as I understand, to levy these duties accord- 
ing to the area of territory, and not according to 
the population, in order to equalize the burden, 
and place it upon those who are better able to 
pay it, and who in justice ought to pay this ex- 
pense. 

| understand that the proportion heretofore has 
been one half upon the county and one half upon 
the cities. || understand that the levy court which 
is to be authorized by this act to incur these ex- 
penses is constituted in the proportion of five from 
the county to three from the city of Washington, 
and one or two from the city of Georgetown. All 
the pubiic officers who have charge of these mat- 
ters of city and county expenses are appointed in 
that proportion with a view Lo represent their re- 


} ° 


| spective interests properly, and to have their re- 





1] a ad : : 
|| spective weight and influence in those boards, | 


tion. If the friends of the bill think that the Uni- | 
ted States should pay a portion of it, then they | 


imposing a portion of the expenses of this jail | 
hereafter on the county, but did not provide for | 


shall be distributed among the cities of George- | 


say by a subsequent act that one half the ex- | 
penses of this jail shall be borne by the cities of | 
|| Georgetown and Washington and the county. 


mentioned in this bill would necessarily make the | 


portion only applies to the sum which by subse- | 
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have always understood that taxation and repre. 
sentation should go together, and have heretofir, 
gone together; and yet in the bill before us we 

havea proposition to assess twelve fifteenths of 
the taxes on the city of Washington, and thr. 
| fifteenths on the county of Washington and tho 
| city of Georgetown, although you give them a: 

least five out of the nine who compose the levy 
| court to incur these expenses. 

It was with a view to state these facts that | 
rose. I do not profess to be at all familiar wi;) 
the statutes heretofore on this subject, or to haye 
‘| had an opportunity to look into and fully under. 
|| stand the extent and drift of the proposed amend. 
|, ment coming from the Committee on the District 
| of Columbia; but still it seems to me there is ay 


impropriety in changing the whole practice anq 
the whole system which has obtained heretofore 
in relation to these questions and the raising of 
these taxes. Therefore, as at present informed, 
| I shall be opposed to the amendment proposed by 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr.GRIMES This is the first time that] 
have ever heard that the original apportionment 
was made between the cities of Georgetown and 
Washington and the county according to their 
geographical area. Since the Senator has been 
speaking, | have been in conversation with the 
mayor of Georgetown, who, I believe, is one of 
|| the oldest inhabitants around here, and he tells 
|me the Senator from New Jersey is mistaken 

about that, and it was originally made, as I had 

supposed, according to population in these re- 
|| spective localities. Butif it had been made ac- 
| cording to geographical area, certainly it is time 

we should change it, and make it, as it ought to 
| be, on population. 

What are these expenses to be incurred for? 
For the orphans’court? Would it be fair to tax 
|| five thousand people in the county outside of 
these cities one half as much as we tax the people 
here in the city of Washington, where there is 
such anaccumulation of population and of wealtli’ 
That is the proportion as it now stands. Would 
| it be fair to tax the eight thousand people in the 
city of Georgetown one half as much as you tax 
| the sixty or seventy thousand people in this city? 
Have they all as much business to be transacted 
'in the orphans’ court, or half as much business 
|| to be transacted in the orphans’ court, as the peo- 
ple of this city? Have they got one halfas much 
as the people of this city to be adjudicated upon? 
Have they got one half as much of the ability to 
pay fees as the people in this city have? And 
for whose benefit is it that the coroner performs 
his duties? Is he called to perform duties outside 
the city of Washington to one half the extent 
that he is within the city of Washington? 

As I said before, when the apportionment was 
originally made it was comparatively fair. Our 
predecessors thought they established it upon a 
correct@nd just basis, because at that time the 
city of Georgetown was nearly one half or quite 
one half as large as‘Washington in population, 
and there were about one half as many people 1 
the District outside of both cities as there are 
now; and hence they declared that each of the 
two corporations, the county and Georgetown, 
should pay one quarter each, while this city 
should pay one half. Now, there has been such 
an increase of population and wealth here tet 
Washington is intrinsically worth twelve il 
teenths and has population twelve fifteenths as 
compared with Georgetown, and the county (wo 
fifteenths and one fifteenth. Even if it be true, s 
the Senator from New Jersey suggests, that the 
original basis was geographical extent, I appre- 
hend it is time we should change that rule and 
establish population as the basis. ‘ 

Now let me say one word further, and I believe 
it is all I shall have to say-on this subject. 

yas never the intention of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia to‘require by this bill that 
the cities or any of these corporations should best 
any portion of these jail expenses. Thescle pur 
pose of inserting the words ‘ and the jail of sale 
county”? in this bill was to prevent the necess!'y 
of an appeal to Congress at every session for ® 
reapportionment of the expenses between thes 
respective corporations. Bee e 

Some gentlemen may suppose It is a mere mal 
ter of amusement to be on the Committee on ‘he 
District of Columbia, where you have one hut 
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ted thousand people about you, each one of them 


ai - . 
having a different interest, each one of them trying 
ne anoet tte his own interests, and some of them 
nerhaps pot over-anxious that the interests of 
ther people should be promoted. 
ol } i a a ° ° e 
We sought to get rid of this kind of importu- 
» that we knew would be constantly addressed 
to US every session of Congress in regard to 


this reapporuonment of the expenses of the cies 
and county. We merely inserted the words in 
relation to the jail in order to prevent the neces- 
sity, Whenever Congress, If 1t should see fit here- 
afier to require that the cities and county in the 
istrict should pay a portion of the jail expenses, 
of our going into a mathematical calculation or 
to have a new census taken, or anything of that 
kind, to determine the proportion of expense that 
should be borne by each. ‘The amendment of the 
Senator from Maine obviates to my mind all the 
objection thathas been taken by the Senator from 
Maryland. 

The Senator from Maryland asks us to let the 
bill lie on the table until an amendment can be 
drawn which will require the county of Washing- 
ton topay only onehalf. Ido notask the county 
of Washington to pay anything. I am not in 


favor and am not prepared to vote to impose one | 
cent of taxation on the county of Washington to- | 


day in connection with this jail; and I do not | 


know that I shall be ready to do so this Congress. 


There is, therefore, no neces#ty for laying the || 


hill on the table for that purpose. It may be 
thut some arrangement may be hit upon hereafter 
between the representatives of the Government 


in this Chamber and the authorities of Washing- | 


ton, which will be agreeable to all, by which a 
portion of this expense shall be thrown upon the 
city, and let the city have control of the jail, as 
| tink it or some municipal authority should 
have. Ithinkit would be for the benefit of us all. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Moveto stvike out the jail. 

Mr.GRIMES. I have just said [ only put it 
in there for the purpose of preventing these im- 
portunities coming to us. 

Mr. JOHNSON. If those words were left in, 
the apprehension I had was that this city, George- 
»wn,and the county would be compelled to pay 
‘he whole expense of the jail. 
tion to the bill as explained by the chairman and 


by his associate on the committee, the Senator | 
from Maine. Itis intended, I understand, to pro- | 


vide at once, in order to guard against importu- 


nity and difficulty in the future, that whatever. | 


may be the expense, however incurred and upon 
wlomsoever they may be levied, they shall be 
borne in the proportions here stated. As | un- 


derstand the chairman he does not propose by | 


I have no objec- |} 


now is on the amendment of the committee as 
amended. 
The amendment as amended was aereed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Did the 
ator from Maryland propose to mov 
out the words ** and th 
Mr. JOHNSON. I suggested tothe chairman 
of the committee that perhaps a difficulty that 
may exist and will existsince this amendment is 
adopted will be obviated by striking out the word 
*Sjail.’? However, I will not move the amendment. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendmeut was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to bé engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed; and its title 


sen- 
} 
lo strike 


s 


jail of said county ? 
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was amended so as to read, A bill to apportion | 


the expenses of the levy court in the county of 


Washington upon the basis of population. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House of Representatives had passed a bill 
(No. 42) to enable guardians and committees of 
lunatics appointed in the several States and other 
countries to act within the District of Columbia; 
in Which the concurrence of the Senate was re- 
quested. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed thé 
following enrolled bills; which were thereupon 
signed by the Vice President: 

A bill (S. No. 51) amendatory of and supple- 
mentary to an act to provide circuit courts for the 


districts of California and Oregon, and for othe 


purposes, approved March 3, 1863; aud 
A bill (H.R.No., 145) for the relief of the heirs 


of Noah Wiswall. 


AMENDMENT OF ENROLLMENT ACT. 
Mr. WILSON. 1 am directed by the commit- 
tee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the bill (S. No. 36) to amend an 


act entitled “An act for enrolling and calling out 


this bill to make the District pay any portion of | 


the expenses now being incurred to support the 


ja. 
Mr.GRIMES. No, sir. 
Mr. JOHNSON. That being the case, 1 do 
not see why he has put the jail in at all. 


hereafter by another bill for the manner in which 
the expense of the jail can be supported, we can 


provide that it shall be supported by these cities | 
in the proportion of a half ora third or whatever || 


itmay be, and have no importunity about it. 
Mr.GRIMES. Then we shall have this old 


Let us | 


strike that out, and when we come to provide || the Senator says about the importance attached 


question of fixing the rates between the respective ° 


proportions over again, 


Mr. JOHNSON. There will be no difficult 


avout that, because, according to the Senator’s | 


View, this bill would not fix the rates unless we 


Meant to throw the whole burden on the District. 


Mr.GRIMES. Suppose we pass a law here- 
after that one half of all the expenses of the jail 


shall be borne by the levy court and one half 


y us, 

Mi. JOHNSON. Then you would have to state 
tin the proportion stated in this bill. That you 
“an do just as wellif you leave the jail out of this 
HL altogether, _ It does novanswer any purpose 

iat I see, and if the Senator has no objection | 
will move to strike out all relating to the jail. 

lhe PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 


IN the chair ' . : 
the chair.) ‘The question now is on the amend- 


ent proposed by the Senator from Maine to the | 


amendment of the committee. 


The motion to 
Strike 


aa out will be in order when the amendment 
"the committee is perfected. 
heamendmenttotheamendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 








the national forces, and for other purposes,’’ ap- 
proved March 3, 1863, to submit a report, which 
I ask to have considered now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That can be done 
by the unanimous consent of the Senate. The 
Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. POWELL. Has the report been read? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Ithas not been read. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
printed. ‘Thisis a very important question, which 
we oughtto understand. I should liketo see what 


legislation was done in the committee of confer- | 


ence about it. 

Mr. WILSON. It isa matter of in 
to get this bill through as soon as possible, and | 
do notthink it is necessary to printthe report. It 
is very plain, and it will be read. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Ido not question what 


to this matter, but it is certainly quite as import- 
ant that we should understand what is done, and 
know that it is done as near right as possible. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator has 
the right to submit his motion. It is in order. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Then, sir, I will move 
that the report of the conference committee, which 
I see is very voluminous, be printed; and upon 
that motion I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. POWELL. Before the vote is taken I will 
suggest that this report is very long and on avery 
important subject, and | think it ought to be priat- 
ed, 
to-morrow morning, and then when we have it 
before us we can take it up and consider it. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. That is but reasonable. 

Mr. GRIMES. I was a member of the com- 
mittee of conference on the part of the Senate, 
and I will state to Senators that there is not any 
material change, except in two particulars, in the 
bill now proposed by the committee, from the 
Senate bill as it passed here; and any gentleman 
can comprehend them on the mere reading of the 
sections. Inthe House of Representatives a sub- 
stitute was adopted for our bill, and that substi- 


| tute only differed from the Senate bill by the use 


of two or three words in each section, or perhaps 
two or three words in halfa dozen places in each 
section. For instance, the words * election pre- 


It can be printed and laid on our tables by | 


I move that the report be | 


yortance | 


cinct,’’ to cover the case in the State of Maryland, 
runs through halfa dozen sections, and is incor- 
porated into ea 


1 sect 


nioh 


report of the 


‘ ; 
ulf a dozen places; 


and that swells th conference com- 
mittee, | suppose, two or three 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 will ask the Senator if the 
report cor any reasoning why we ld 
amendments ? Is it 
A reasoning re port, or only a mere statement of 
the facts? ; 

Mr. GRIMES. It is merely showing where 
the provisions of the Senate bill and where the 
provisions of the House bill are adopted, The 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
is ready to explain it, | apprehend, when it is 
called up. 

Mr. POWELL. The fact that words are in- 
serted in the text is the very reason why this re- 
port should be printed. Let us have itall before 
us, and then we can readily understand the mean- 
ing that will be given by the change of those two 
or three words. It is a matter of very grave im- 
portance. The printing of this report will result 
In very little, if any, delay. Thave no doubt it 
will expedite action upon it to have this report 
printed and let us all see what we are doin: 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 


be printed, 


pagwres,. 
t . . 
tains shot 


concur or non- 


concur in the 


| hope this report will 
I do not like to vote on so Important 
a question as this under circumstances in which 
Lam not able to know exactly what Lam voting 
for or against. We print bills of ordinary im 
portance and inte rest before we are called upon 
to vote on them; and although T would not ques- 
tion a single word, as a matter of fact, that the 
Senator from lowasays, still we are not expected 
to cast votes on what Senators may say 

tained ina bill. We ought to have an opportu- 
nity of reading it before we are called upon to 
vole ona question of such importance asthis, It 
will not delay it long. 

Mr. WILSON, | admitthe importance of the 
bill; but we are approaching the Ist of March, 
and itjs of great importance that the bill shall be 
passed as soon as possible. ‘The Senate passed 
a bill of twenty-eight sections. That bill wentto 
the House of Repre sentatives. The Houses 
out four of these sections, and added three of then 
own, and made more or modifications in 
twenty-three sections of the Senate bill, whieh 
they moved as an amendment to the bill itself 
Their amendments were generally improvements, 
and have been concurred in in the Senat 
The bill as reported back is substantially the bill 
passed by the Senate with these slight modifiea- 
tions. There are one or two sections of the bill 
—one especially, the last section, I think, of the 
House bill—in which there have been modifica- 
tions by the committee; but they are very plan 
and can be comprehended atonce. I donot think 
there will be any difficulty in understanding them, 
I think we had better have the reportof the com 
mittee read and acted upon. 
cessity of printing it. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I wish to ask the Sen- 
ator whether the amendments adopted by the 
House of Representatives have ever been printed 
in this body? 

Mr. WILSON. Yes,sir. The bill,asamended 
by the House of Representatives, came up here 
for consideration, and was printed and laid on 
our tables. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
mistaken about that. 

Mr. WILSON. We had the printed bills be- 
fore us in the conference committee. 
ber had a copy. 


is con 





rtli¢ k 


less 


toatl, 


I do not see the ne- 


I think the Senator is’ 


Each mem- 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I suppose that was the 
House print. I have not seen any Senate print. 
There may have been one ’ though I think not. I 
will ask the Chair about that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was printed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Then the part I desire 


printed now is the reportof the committee of con- 
ference. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 
sulted—yeas I], nays 95; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Davis, Harding, 
Hendricks, Johnson, Nesmith, Powell, Riddle, Saulsbury, 
and Wright—11 
NAY S—Mesers. 


Conness, 


Anthony, Chandler, Clark, Collamer 
Cowan, Dixon, Fessenden, Foster, Grimes, Uar 
lan, Harris, Howard, Howe, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Mor 
rill, Ramsey, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Van Winkie, Wade, 
Wilkinson, Willey, and Wilson —25. 


’ 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
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eer 


+ meme ge 
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VICE PRESIDENT. 


The The report will 
be read 

The Secretary proce eded to read the report ot 
the committee of conference, After reading ital 
some length he was ints rrapte d UV 


Mr. WILKINSON. I voted against the print- 


i fibat report before, and | now wish to make 
A motion to reconsider that vote. Ithink itisabso- 
lutely necessary that thatreport should be printed, 
that we may know what itis. If certain features 
are in that bill which | am told are in it, I shall 
vot inst it; but | want to know what the pro- 
visions of the bill are. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Minnesota moves to reconsider the vote by which 
the Senate refused to order the re port of the com- 
mittee of conference to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON. I will state to the Senator that 
all the changes in the bill are contained in two 


sections. We have here the printed bill, and the 
sectiong are here with our modifications. Wehave 
modified inserted by the House of 
Representatives for enrolling and drafting colored 
persons, and the Senator will see when we come 
to it what that modification is, 

‘The Senate provided that the commutation 
money should be $400, and that the name of the 
person paying commutation money should go 
back intothe box. The House of Representatives 
reduced that sum to $300, and required the name 
of the drafted person paying commutation to be 
added to the list, making him again liable onl 
after everybody else had been drafted. That 
seemed to be a bounty for the payment of money 
and against the obtaining of soldiers. The com- 
mittee of conference therefore consented to the 
House amendment reducing the sum from $400 
to $300, but provided that that should relieve the 
person only for one year, instead of providing that 
he should go back to the foot of the list. We 
thought that would put him ow an equality with 
the man who procures a substitute, for he is not 
dischareed if his substitute becomes lable. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I do not intend as a Sen- 
ator to vote without understanding what I vote 


the section 


for or against on an important measure if I can 
help it; and I do notthink it is the right of a ma- 
jority to ask that of us. While it is not usual 
to print reports from committees of conference, 
because they generally relate to but one or two 
thingsand are very simpie, relating to mere ques- 


tions of disagreement between the two bodies, 
yet when we have areport so voluminous as this, 
almost eve ry section of the bill, and 
when a Senator says to the majority that upon 
the reading of the report he is not sufficiently in- 
formed to give that vote he desires to give upon 
it, 1 Seems to me but a reasonable thing thatone 
day should be given to the printing of the report, 
that we may vote knowing what we are voting 
fororagainst. I think the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs can secure the passage 
of his bill at an earlier hour by allowing the re- 
port to be printed than by denying it. Itis but 
a fain thing that is asked, and I think it ougiit to 
be cheerfully conceded. 

Mr. CONNESS. ‘The proposition made by 
the Senator from Indiana appears fair on the face 
of it; but he can searcely fail to see that it is not 
only unusual but rather out of the line of prece- 
dents. These conference committees in legisla- 
tive bodies are the means of reconciling constantly 
aceruinpg differences between the two Houses; 
and if a demand to print their reports when made 
should be acceded to as a matter of courtesy, or 
even of right, the Senator can hardly fail to see 
how important legislation might be delayed and 
finally lost. I have never heard of such a course 
in lewislation. 


reaching to 


if it were necessary in order that a Senator | 


might understand the points at issue before he 
voted upon them, there would be some reason for 
asking a change of the course which is not only 
usual, but universally followed. Certainly the 
measure 
ciently understood and debated by the press of the 
country and in both Houses of Congress until 
almostevery point of itis comprehended by every 


person in the land. ‘The differences existing be- 


tween the two Flouses of Congress upon it have 
been accommodated by this committee of confer- 
ence, and to ask for delay before a vote can be 
taken on the question of concurring or non-con- 
curring seems to me rather an extraordinary de- 


| is urged to a vote to-night, no time will be gained 


and L thought and still think it of great import- 


now under consideration has been suffi- | 
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mand. It would be the right of the Senator, | 
and very properly, it appears to me, to call for | 
such a division of the question as to enable the 

Senate to vote upon the separate propositions. | 


will in all things, to the best of ny kuowledge and at 
well and truly execute the trust reposed in me as e+ 
sioner of primary schools for the county of Washinero, 

District of Columbia, without prejudice and accordije a? 
law ;°° and every justice of the peace, before whom «, 


ibity, 


WaMis 


to 


7 , ‘ . 7 : suel 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That cannot be done. |, oath shall be taken, shall certify the same in writing, ay 
The report must be taken as a whole. within eight days thereafter transmit or deliver said certig 
Mr. CONNESS Very well. The cate to the clerk of the levy court for record, 
aval. yet 2d. el 7 wen. ren it pre- sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That the said commis 
sents no difficulty to my mind; nor do I see any- || sioners and their successors shall be a corporation, Under 
thing in this case that should call for a change || the name and style of “the board of commissioners of 
from the prec dent that is a necessity in legisla- primary s¢ hools or W ashington county, District of Colum 
, eee eee saceialine i i] ed bia,’ with power to sue and be sued, and to take and liold 
tion, and that has been universally followed, — in fee simple or otherwise, any estate, real or personal. nt 
Mr. WILKINSON. Ifit were theclose of the |) prohibited by law, which may be given to or purchased by 


the said board for primary school purposes, and may a ier 
and sell the same when, in the opinion of the levy court 
it will be for the advantage of the said primary sehonis 3 
to do; and all money in hand, after detraving the wip), 
expenses of the several school districts at the end of ¢g h 
school year, shail be invested in some safe stock jn tie 
name of said corporation, and in their corporate name may 
prosecute and maintain actions for injuries done to tye 
| grounds, houses, furniture, or other property in their pos. 
session. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said board of 
commissioners shall make and keep a record of all its otf 
cial acts, and a strict and particular account of all moneys 
directed to be paid, a statement of which, with the vouch 
ers relating thereto, as well as the record of the board, stjqjj 
be subject at all times to the inspection of the levy court ot 
said county ; and said record, ora copy thereof, certified 
to be correct by any one of said commissioners, testified py 
the signature of the clerk of said board, shall be evideyes 
of their acts in all proceedings, judicial or gtherwise; ang 
the said board shall appoint acapable person as their clerk, 
(who may be one of their own members, or otherwise, 
prescribe his duties, ind allow him a reasonable compet 
sation for his services. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said board of 
commissioners shall hold stated meetings in January, April, 
July, and October of each and every year, at such times 
and places as they may appoint, and such other meeting 
as circumstances may require; but if less than tour me; 
bers attend at any one meeting no business shall be d 

| except to adjourn to a future day; and at the stated ny 
ings in April and October the treasurer of the schoo) funds 
and the collector of taxes shal! render in writing a | 
statement of their accounts respectively for the next pre 
ceding half year. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the clerk of ) 
levy court of said county shall annually, on or betor 
first Monday in April, furnish to the said board of commis 
sioners alphabetical lists of the owners of property in eac 
school district, according to the last county assessment, 
and astatement of the total amount of property assessed to 
each owner, exhibiting the school tax thereon according to 
the last levy made hy the levy court for selool purposes 

Sec. 8. dnd be it further enacted, That the said boa 
of commissioners shall have power annually (or as a va 
cancy may occur) to appoint one person in each school dis 
trict as trustee of that district, who, with the commissioner 
oft such district, shall have charge of the local concerns 
|; the schools therein, and act in concert with the board ¢ 
commissioners in carrying out all the rules and regulations 
ordained by the said board, and together may permit the 

school-house or houses in their district to be used for pu 

lic worship, or for other purposes of general benetit to the 
residents of the district. 

Sec. 9. 4nd he it further enacted, Tivat the said board 
cominissioners shall have power, and it shall be their duty- 

| First. To receive and disburse any fund which may | 
provided for the purchase of sites and the erection and sup 
port of primary schools in said county and district. 

Seeond..To regulate the number of children to be tauglit 
in each of said schools, and the price of their tuition. 

Third. To select such teachers as are competent, and 
fix their salaries and terms of service. 

Fourth. To suspend or expel from any school, with the 
advice of the commissioners and trustees of the distict, 
any pupil who will not submit to the reasonable and ordi 
| nary rules of order and discipline therein. 

Fifth. To regulate and control the purchase and distribu 
tion of books, stationery, and other things necessary 10 
the use of said schools, and generally to prescribe rules aud 
| regulations for the management, good government, and weil 
ordering of said schools. : 

Sixth. To report to the levy court, at the close of eacli 
school year, the amount of all expenditures on account 0: 
schools in the several districts during the previous schoo! 
year, and the manner in which the same shall have been 
| expended, specifying what portion and amount thereot | 
been expended for the services of teachers, and also s!ial 
particularly set forth the number of pupils taught, and (eir 
average attendance and progress, and such other statistics 
as the levy court may require. 

Seventh. To select, purchase, or otherwise procure suit: 
able sites for school-houses in each district, adopt pio 
and cause to be built, kept in repair, and furnished, sv . 
school-houses with necessary fuel, books, stationery, (© 
appendages, and to defray the necessary or contingent © 
penses of the board: Provided, That the pay of teachers 
shall always have preference. - 

Eighth. Each commissioner shall be entitled to receive 
four dollars perday for every day he shall aitend a met Hing 
of the board and not absent himself without permission 


session the remarks of the Senator from Califor- 
nia would be applicable and pertinent, 

Mr. GRIMES. It is pretty near the Ist of 
March, though. 

Mr. WILKINSON. But I do not see the ne- 
cessity of urging the Senate to a vote to-day when 
this motion, if it prevails, will not detain the bill 
more than aday. It will be printed to-morrow. | 
It ismy opinion, with the feeling manifested by | 
some gentlemen on this floor, that if this matter 


at all; for I do not believe Senators can get a vote | 
uponit. [think, therefore, it had better be printed. 

Mr. WILSON. It seems to me to be an un- 
usual thing to ptinta report of this character, 


ance to get through with this bill to-day. But 
Senators speak withsome earnestness, not tosay | 
feeling in the matter, and I certainly would not 
like to adopt an illiberal policy of action here to- 
ward anybody. From what has been said, and 
the earnest manner in which it has been said, I 
suppose we can hardly hope to get the bill through 
much sooner by pressing it than by yielding to 
the wishesof Senators. I will yield, therefore, to | 
allow the report to be printed, with the understand- 
ing that we shall have it to-morrow morning, and | 
shall take the vote upon it then. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on reconsidering the vote by which the Senate | 
refused to order the report to be printed. 
‘The motion was agreed to, 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is On agreeing to the motion to print the report. 
Phe motion was agreed to. || 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The subject will 
therefore be postponed until to-morrow; and the | 
Senate will return to the consideration of busi- 
ness relating to the District of Columbia. 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


On motion of Mr. GRIMES, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 
the bill (S. No. 26) to provide for the public in- 
struction of youth in primary schools throughout 
the cougty of Washington, in the District of Co- | 
lumbia, without the jimits of the cities of Wash- | 
ington and Georgetown. 

Mr. GRIMES. Without reading the original 
bill, | suggest that the Senate proceed to consider 
the amendment reported from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) Unless some Senator calls for the 
reading of the original bill the amendment re- | 
ported by the committee in lieu of the original bill 
will be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment of the com- 
mittee, to strike out all of the original bill after the 
enacting clause, and to insert the following in lieu 
thereof: 

That the school districts in the county of Washington, 
District of Columbia, without the limits of the cities of 
Washington and Georgetown, shall be and remain as now 
laid down according to law, subject to revision and altera- 
tion by the levy court of said county, and that the school 
commissioners now in office shall be and remain so until 
others are appointed. 

Sec. 2, Ind be it further enacted, That the levy court | 
shall annually, on the first Monday in May, appoint one | 
| 


3 


rd 
1 


‘ 





person from each school district as a commissioner of pri- 
mary schools, of which appointment the clerk of the levy 
court shall immediately notify the person so appointed ; and 
whenever a vacancy shall occur in the board of said com- 
missioners, the levy court, as soon as may be thereafter, ‘ . 
shall fill the same, and all appointments made by or reso- || and four doilars per day for every day he shal aos ae 
lutions of said court concerning said commissioners shal] || committee, and all, disbursements shail be made tirole" 
be forthwith communicated by the clerk of said court to || the treasurer of the school fund, on the draft of the pre’ 
the clerk of the said board of commissioners; and each of | dent and clerk of said board, drawn by order of tues 
said commissioners shall hold the office until a successor || board. g — 
is appointed. Sec. 10. .4nd be it further enacted, That, for the purp' - 

Sec. 3. .and be it further enacted, That each of the said | of supporting said schools and providing suitable sites 
commissioners before he enters upon the execution of his ,| houses, and equipments therefor, the levy court on . 
office, and within fifteen days after notice of his appoint nually, on the first Monday in March, impose and I a 
ment, shall take and subscribe before some justice of the | school tax not exceeding one fourth of one per cent. 4 af 

the assessed more of said county without the limits 


peace of sald county the following oath: “ 1,———— , ereane; 
do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be,) that Washington and Georgetown owned by white per 
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hich tax stall be due at the same time, and be collected 
Pan county collector in the same manner, and under the 

\ e count) 4 
by Uh reaulations and restrictions, as are prescribed by law 
sate eo 


7 to the catlection of the county taxes, ang which 
ire i 


roby made applicable to the collection ot the school 

owed by this aet, and when colle cted shail be paid 

- teenenrerol the school fund, and the treasurer of the 
rt ereby constituted treasurer of the school fund ; 

dale e sid treasurer and collector, each, shall quality by 
ete Pout oratiivnmtion faithtaily to discharge the duties 
eee of fine, and they shall eac lh give bond to the said 
re omntissioners, With two sufficient sureties, con- 
‘ ved tor the taithful discharge of the duties required of 
‘ ; al thom by this act, na sum to be fixed by the levy 
mourt, Whiell bouds, being approved by the said board of 
co 7. nissi mers, Shall be filed with the clerk of the supreme 
court of the District of Columbia, who is hereby required 
to file the same, and a copy of either of said bonds, under 


seal of said court, shall be sufficient evidence of the making 
thereof; and the sitid treasurer shall be paid suc h compen 
cation for his services as the said board of commissioners 
may allow, and the said collector the same fees as are al 
iowed by the said levy court for collecting the county tax. 

Sec. ll. dud be it further enacted, Thatin addition to the 
txt s hereby impose d, there shall be paid to * the board of 
commissioners of primary schools of Washington county, 
District of Columbia,” by the marshal of the District of 
Columbia, and the justices of the peace for the county of 
Washington, District of Columbia, one half part of all the 
moneys How in their hands for fines, penalties, and forfeit 
ures aeeruing to the United States for violations of law ; 
and it shall be the duty of said marshal and justices of the 
peace lo pay over every three months, trom and after the 
passage Of this ace One half part of ail the moneys coming 
into their ands, as aforesaid, to the said board of commis 
gioners of primary schools, for the use of sald primary 
schools, any law to the contrary notwithstanding, and fail 
ing so todo shall be liable to the penalty imposed by the 
second section of the act of Congress approved July 12, 
1863, and the whole amount standing to the credit of the 
school tuad when the said levy is to be made shall form a 
basis to ascertain the amount of tax necessary to meet the 
current expenses of the school year, which amount shail 
be levied as aforesaid, and no more. 

Sy 12. And be it further enacted, That the said board 
of commissioners shall apportion the school fund among 
the several school districts, giving to each one seventh of 
the whole amount of school taxes collected and then in 
hand, alter deducting the contingent expenses of the board, 

nd one seventh of all other funds paid in, until a sufficient 

amount shall be in band to purchase a site and erect and 
furnish a school-house in each district, the cost of which 
notto execed $1,500, (unless by private subscription,) then 
wecording tothe numberof childrenin each district attend 
ing school: Provided, That not more than the actual ex 
peuses ot each district shall be paid: And provided further, 
‘Yhac more than one school may be established in any one 
district if the funds are procured. 

Sec. 13. And he it further enacted, That in case the said 
commissioners should not be able to purchase suitable sites 
fot the erection of school-houses, they sliall have power to 
condemn aud value a suitable site or sites for that purpose, 

excecding One acre of land in each site, by giving ten 
days’ notice, in writing, to the proprietors thereof, and fil 
ing withthe elerk of the levy court of the county of Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia, for inspection, a certificate 
describing such kinds, with the value assessed thereon, 
sigued by the president and clerk of said board of commis- 
siouers, Which shail be sufficient notice to the proprietors 
of such kind that the said board of commissioners are ready 
tm pay the amount of damages so assessed; and if within 
tirty days trom the filing ofsaid certificate the proprietors of 
such land shall not appeal from the decision of said com- 
iiissioners, by written notice left with the said clerk of the 
levy court, the amount so assessed shall be paid to the 
proprietors, and the title to such Jand and premises shall 
pass to and be vested in ** the board of commissioners 

primary schools of Washington county, District of Co 
lumbia,’? and the said certificate shall be recorded in the 
and records of Washington county, District of Columbia, 
aud shall be final; but if the proprietors of such land and 
prenises shall, within the said thirty days, notify the said 
commissioners, in writing, left with the clerk of the levy 
court, of their dissent froin the valuation of such land as 
made by the said commissioners, it shall be lawful for the 
sild Commissioners, by their president and clerk, to issue 
tieit Warrant to the marshal of the District of Columbia, 
nmanding him to summon a jury of five freeholders, not 
‘interested in the matter, to appear ona day to be appointed 
y the said commissioners, on the premises, and after hav- 
lugeach taken an oath (which the marshal or any one of 
said commissioners is authorized to administer) that he 
Will, Without favor or prejudice, assess the damages sus 
tained by the proprietor of said land by reason of the con 
cemnation of said land by the said commissioners, the jury 
80 qualified shali proceed to value and assess the damages 
ee rilitigly > dnd if the amount assessed by the said jury 
“Wil hot be greater than the amount assessed by the said 
“Ommissioncrs, the whole costs of the said appeal shall be 
“argeable to the appellant, be paid by the said commis 
“ie.s, and deducted from the cost of the land in settle- 
5 a eee a otherwise the said board of commissioners 
the hm Aone Ah pt incurred by reason of such appeal, 
oe and jurors? fees to be egmputed according to 
‘© act of Congress approved Marci 3, 1863, defining the 
py - rs and duties of the levy court. 
hanatiane ie be it further enacted, That the said jury, 
and ansenns - : J they shall have completed their inquest 
dict, eesti oo t : damages, shall make out a written ver 
snd oe ort ia full and distinet description of the land 
for, whi toot the valuation or damages assessed there- 
nd. attested | | signed by them, or a majority of them, 
to the clerk « re marshal, shall be iminediately returned 
District of oe t oe court of the county of Washington, 
ages having rg ria, and shall be final; and the said daimn- 
prietors, thes et : paid, or offered to be paid, to the said pro- 
in “the title to such land shall ay to and be vested 
ard of commissioners o 


| Mr. GRIMES. 
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Washington county, District of Columbia,’ and the ver- 


dict of the jury shall be recorded in the land records of 
Wastington county, District of Columbia: Provided, That 
it shall be optional with the said commissioners to abide by 
said verdict, and occupy t said land or abandon it with 
out being subject to damages t ‘ 

Sec. 15. and be it further enacted, That it shall not b 
lawtul to locate any site for a school house in anv or urd 
or garden, nor within three hundred vards of any dweiling 
house, without the consentot the proprietor of such dwell 
ing-house; and in order to obtain such couseut or refusal, 
thirty days’ notice shall be given to said proprietor by tv 


said commissioners, notitving such pre 
tention; and il within thirty days no answer is returned to 
said commissioners by said proprictor, it shall be taken tor 
consent, aud the said commissioners may proceed to erect 
their school-house without let or hinderance 

Sec. 16. and be it further enacted, That if the treas 
urer Or collector, having any school tunds in his hands, or 
neglecting or retusing to obtain such funds as by law au 
thorized and directed, shall refuse to pay for two weeks 
any order of the said commissioners drawn in conformity 
with the requisitions of tis act, such treasurer or collector 


prietor of their it 


shall be liable, on proof before any court of justice or jus 
tice of the peace having cognizance, and without stay of 
execution, to pay the full amount of said order and inter 

est thereon, at the rate of twenty per cent. per 
from the fir until the day of payment, by 
damages. If any collector appointed or 
provisions Of Ulis ae 


innum, 
way of 
ieting under the 


tretusal 


tshallin any case ¢ 


ollect more than 
is duc, the person aggrieved shall have his remedy against 
such collector by suit or warrant. and if he recover he shall 
have judgment tor double the amount improperly and un 


justly extorted trom him, and costs. 


The levy 
Washington county shall exercise 


a general supervision 
over the proceedings of said Commissioners, may examine 
their books and papers, and shall prosecute for any delin 
quencies or violations of their duty. It shall not be law 
ful for a member of the levy court of said county to be a 
commissioner Of primary trustee ol 
school! districts, nor for any persou to be at the 
cominissioucr and trustee as atoresaid 

Sec. 17. dnd be it further enacted, That any white resi 
dent of said county shall be privileged to place 
child or ward at any one of the schools in said ¢ 


court of 


schools or any ot 


sate 


the 
time 


her 
ouuty ie 


his or 


or she may think proper to select with the consent of the 
commissioners of both districts. 

Sec. 18. and be it further enacted, That the said levy 
court may, in its discretion, and if it shall be deemed by 


said court best forthe interest and welfare of the colored 


people residing in said county, levy an annual tax of one 
eighth ot one percent. on all taxable property in said county 
outside the limits of the cities of Washington and George 

town, Owned by persons of color, fur the purpose of 
itiating a system of education ef colored children in said 
county, Which tax shall be collected in the same m 
as the tax named in seetion ten of this act; and it sh 
the duty of the said commissioners to provide 


nner 
all be 
suitable and 
convenient rooms for holding schools tor colored children, 
toemploy teachers therefor, and to appropriate the proeceds 
of suid tax to the payment of such teachers, rent of school 
rooms, and other necessary expenses pertaining to said 
schools, to exercise a general supervision over them, to es 
tablish proper discipline, and cndeavor to promote a full, 
equal, and useful instruction of the colored children in said 
county. It shall be lawful for such commissioners to im 
pose a tax of not more than filty centa per month on the 
parent or guardian of each child attending such schools, to 
be applied to the payment of th 





> expenses of the school of 
which said child shall be an attendant, and in the exercise 
of this power the commissioners nay, from time to time, 


discontinue the payment altogether, or may graduate the 
tax according to the ability of the child and the 
the school. And saidcommissioners are authorized to re 
ceive any donations or that may be made 
for the benefit of said schools by persons disposed to aid 
in the elevation of the colored population in the District 
of Columbia, and to apply the same in such manner as in 
their opinion shall be best ealeulated to effect the object of 
the donors, sioners being required to account 
for all funds reecived by them, and to report to the levy 
court in accordance with the provisions of section nine of 
this act. 

Sec. 19. .dnd be it further enacted, That thisact be, and 
the same is hereby, declared public and remédial, and shall 
be construed by all courts of justice necording to the equity 
thereof; and no proceedings of the inhabitants or of the 
trusiees of auy school district, or of the commissioners of 
primary schools, or of any other offiecr created under the 
provisions of this act, shall be set aside or adjudged to be 
void for defect of form, or for any irregularity therein, so 
that the requisitions of the said act are substantially com- 
plied with. 


PEC. <u, 


coutributions 


vid coum, 


And he it further enacted, That the act of Con 
gress entitled ‘An act to provide for the public instruction 
of youth in primary schools throughout the county of Wash 
ington, in the Distriet of Columbia, without 
Washington and Georgetown,’ except the 
sections, approved May 20, 1562, be, and the 
repealed. 


the litnits of 
first and third 
same is hereby, 


I move to amend the amend- 
nine, line ten, after the word 
ert the words, ‘Sand to dismiss 
| any teacher who may prove to be Incompetent or 

unfit:’’ so that the clause will read: 

Third. To se are competent, and to 
fix their salaries and terms of service, and to dismiss any 
teacher Who may prove to be incompetent or unfit. 


ment tn 
| ** servics 


section 


” 
to in 


lect such teachers as 


Theamendmenttotheamendment was agreed to. 
Mr. GRIMES. I move further to amend the 
amendment in section thirteen, line six, after the 
word ** writing,’’ by inserting in parenthesis ‘‘ ex- 
cept in cases where notice cannot be served, which 


primary schools of || cases shall be considered as appealed and treat d | 


wants of 


j 25 








as appealed cases.’’ This is to cover the case of 
non-residents or those who cannot be reached. 


Th amendment 


Mr. GRIMES. 


amendment in 


totheamendment was agreed to. 
I move further to 


chion sevent nh, tine 


the 
two, OY Ine 
serling aiter the word * resident’’ the wards * of 
one distri 


amend 


» andin line three by 
words ** s d 


*“*anvyv othe 


outthe 
words 


county’? and inserting 


ie] 


' 
tiit 


r district;’’ so that it will read: 


That anv whit resident of one district of 


sald county 


shall be privileged to place his or her child or ware anv 
of the schools in any other district he or she may think 
proper to select with the consent of the commissioners of 


both districts. 


The amendmentto the amendment wasagreed to, 
Mr. JOHNSON. This bill or amendment in 
one of its secuiohs provid s for the compensation 
to be paid to the trustees or commissioners, It 
gives them I think four dollars a day, and it au- 
thorize s them to sitjustas often as thi y See proper, 
Judging from the experience I have had in my 
own State, and witnessing what has been done in 
some of the other States where we pay daily com- 
pensation for services without any limitation on 
the number of days, they are very likely to sit 
every Gay in the year. 

Mr. GRIME I shall be happy to accept any 
amendment the Senator can suggest. 

Mr. JOLINSON. I only want to make a sug- 
gestion to the commiuttec. I do notrise to Oppose 
the bill. In the eastern States, where their school 
system is as perfect as it can well be made and 
answers eve ry purpose and has re ache du great 
degree of prosperity, lam not sure whether they 
pay anything to their trustees on Ido not 
think they pay anything in the State of Maine. 
Itis considered rather a post of honor, as itshould 
be; but if you make it a post of profit | am afraid 
the honor will be forgotten in the profit, and they 
will be meeting every day in the year, Now you 
have four commissioners. They willsit every day 
in the year, or may sit every day in the year. 

Mr. GRIMES. I think there is a limitation as 
to the length of time they shall sit, 

Mr. JOHNSON. No. Atleast l have gone 
through the bill as it was read by the Secretary, 
and I do not see any limitation. 

Mr. GRIMES. “What section is it? 

Mr. MORRILL. The eighth the 
ninth section, on page 6. There is no other por- 
tion of the bill which relates to it, I think 

Mr. GRIMES. Does the Senator from Mary- 
land wish to strike out the whole clause aud pay 
them nothing ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. That I should prefer, and I 


move to Strike out this clause: 





agents, 


clause of 


Eighth. Each commissioner shall be entitled to receive 


four dollars per day for every day he shall attend a meeting 
of the board, and not absent himsclf without permission, 
and four dollars per day for every day he shall serve on a 


committee ; and all disbursements shall be made through the 
treasurer ot Lie draft of the president 
and clerk of said board, drawn by order of the said board. 

Mr. CLARK. 


out that provision. 


schoo! tund, on the 


I hardly think it wise to strike 

I do not know but that you 
may find public-spirited men enough at first to 
undertake the office; but I think in my own State 
itis usual to pay the superintending commniutles 
for their services in visiing the schools and also 
in examining the teachers. In my own city we 
have a superintendent of schools, in addition to 
the general superintending committee, and we pay 
him $1,000 salary, and he devotes all his time 
to the superintending of the schools; but in the 
towns generally there Is a superimtending com- 
mittee of three or four persons, and the members 
of the committee are paid two or three doliars a 
day for the time they spend in the schools; and 
perhaps itis wise to do it here. I do not’ think 
anybody will be disposed to spe nd all his time so 
as to get the pay, bul I have no particular wish 
about it; I only desire to make the measure effi- 
cient, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Mary- 
land to the amendment. 


Theamendmentto the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. GRIMES. 


by 


Now I move to amend that 
striking out ‘four’? and inserting 
‘*two;’’ so as to make the pay two dollars aday. 

Theamendmenttothe amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON I call the attention of the 
Senate and of the chairman of the committee to 
the latter proviso in the fourteenth section, on 


ciause 








if 





nage II, of the amendment. ‘The proviso says 
‘that i | tional with the ud commis- 
to i le by id verdict and occupy thie 
1, or vid t without being subjeet to 


erefor.?? The Maryland courts have 


‘ i. nike on the authority of some eastern 
decision, thatin a ease of inquiry like this the 
State may, if it thinks proper, after ul the ex- 
penses have been ineurred, abandon the site or 


whatever is needed, and throw the whole expenses 
on the proper tor, ‘These Cases before juries are 
ither expensive: ‘The proprietor very often 
employs counsel, and independent of that he is 
obliged to examine witnesses, and sometimes a 
great many of them, and there i quite a bill of 
costs ran up by the time he gets his verdict; and 
under this provision, if the authorities were not 
satisfied with the verdu i. they might abandon it 
at once and the whole « xX pense would be thrown 
on the owner, 


But notonly that, which [think is an objection; 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


but then, if the provision is tostand here so as to | 


rive the authorities the right to abandon the ver- 
dict, there ought to be a limitation of the time 
within which that could be done. Under this 
clause as it stands, the proprietor may have this 
verdict hanging over his estate, preventing him 
from selling his estate, he not knowing whether 
itwill be taken or will not be taken, because noth- 
ing may be done by the commissioners under this 


proviso,they may not take possession, they may 


hold itan that way for months and months, and 
then abandon it. “The re ought, at least, to be a 
limitation; and I propose, therefore, if that will 
effeetthe object, (and [submit it to the chaignan, ) 
to add to the proviso which | have read these 
Ww vds: 

Provided, They do it within fifteen days after the verdict 
shall have been rendered. 

Mr. GRIMES. I canseethe propriety of that 
amendment very readily, and concur in the sug- 
restion of the Senator : 

Theamendmentto theamendment wasagreed to. 

‘The amendment as amended was agreed to, 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the question was stated to be on concurring 
in the amendment made as in Committee of the 


W hole. 


Mr. HARRIS. 1 ask for a separate vote on 


the motion made by the Senator from Maryland 


inrelation to the pay of the commissioners, when- 
ever that is proper. 

Mr.GRIMES. [| understand that the Senator 
from New York asks for a separate vote in re- 
gard to the eighth clause in the ninth section. I 
suppose there is no objection to taking the vote 
in gross on allthe other amendments which have 
been made in committee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster.) 
There was but one amendment proposed, being 
in the form of a substitute for the original bill. 
To that amendment the Senator from Maryland 
proposed an amendment, and it was adopted as 
an amendment to the amendment; and the Senate 
acting as in Committee of the Whole adopted the 
amendment as amended, ‘The question now is, 
in the Senate, will the Senate concur in the amend- 
ment made as in Committee of the Whole? Itis 
now open to amendment, and it is the preroga- 
tive of any Senator to move to amend the amend- 
ment in any manner before the question is taken 
on concurrence, No particular feature of it can 
be excepted as a distinct proposition, because it 
wus not a separate amendment that was moved. 
The Senator from New York, however, if he 


pleases, can move to amend this amendment be- | 


fore the question 1s taken on concurring init asa 
whole. 

Mr. HARRIS. If [ understand the Chair, 
then, it is proper to move to strike out this clause 
in the ninth section which allows compensation 
to the commissioners, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 

Mr. HARRIS. That I desire to do; and I 
will state to the Senate that I do it upon the sug- 
gestion of a gentleman near me who Is quite fa- 


gniliar with the affairs of the District, and who 


assures me that better men can be obtained to 


discharge these duties without compensation than | 


if this compensation shall be retained in the bill. 
I therefore move to amend the amendment by 
striking out the clause allowing compensation, 
Mr. CLARK. Upon looking at the bill, Lam 
disposed to concur in the suggestion of the Sen- 








ator from New York from the fact that the pay 
is to be taken out of the school fund; you are to 
tuke from the scholars the means of doing it. In 
our country we pay it out of the public funds, 
and never take it away from the scholars. I 
would not agree to take it from the scholars and 
five itto the commissioners. [hope the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New York will be 
agreed to. 
‘Theamendmenttotheamendment wasagreed to. 
The amendment as amended was concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time, and passed. 


Its title was amended to read: A billto provide for | 


the public instruction of youth in the county of 
Washington and District of Columbia. 
TRANSFERS FROM THE ARMY TO THE NAVY. 
Mr. CONNESS. Lask atthis time the unan- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a joint 
resolution, of which | have not given previous 
notice. L would not make this request but that 
the resolution is of great consequence, at least to 
my part of the country, and indeed to the entirety 
of the country. It is a resolution prepared in 


accordance with the judgment of the War Depart- |! 


ment, the Navy Department, and the President. 
lt relates to the making up without any unne- 
cessary delay of full crews for some of our war 
ships which the Government contemplate send- 


ing to the Pacific coast, for which there is imme- 


diate demand, and I hope the Senate will permit 
the resolution to be passed at once. 

Ly unanimous consent, leave was granted to 
introduce the joint resolution (8S. No, 27) relative 
to the ansfer of persons in the military service 
to the naval service, and it was read twice and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
proposes to direct the Provost Marshal General 
to enlist such persons as may desire to enter into 
the naval service of the United States, under such 
directions as may be given by the Secretary of 
War and the Seeretary of the Navy, and these 


enlistmentsare to be credited to the appropriate dis- | 


trict; but inasmuch as they receive prize money, 
they are not to be entitled to any bounty. The 
President, whenever in his judgment the public 
service may require it, may transfer persons who 
have been employed tn sea service and are now 
enlisted in the Army from their regiments to the 
naval service, upon such terms and according to 
such rules and regulations as may be preseribed; 
but the number of transfers from any company 
or regiment is not to be so great as to reduce it 
below ‘he minimum strength required by the reg- 
ulations of the military service,and the sums paid 
to such persons as bounty for entering the mili- 
tary service are to be transferred from the naval 
recruiting fund to the credit of the proper appro- 


| priation for the land service, 
Mr. CONNESS. IL simply desire to say that | 
| this joint resolution is prepared in accordance 


T 


with the judgment of the Executive, of the Navy 
Department, and of the War Department. There 
is now at Hampton Roadsa war steamer intended 
for the coast of California wanting a complement 
of sixty men. They are desirous of sending three 


or four more steamersthere. There is necessity | 


for them. Provision should be made for imme- 
diately filling up their crews so thatthe ships may 


) sail. ‘This resolution is the product of the Excc- 


utive and of the War and Navy Departments, 


| and I trust the Senate will pass it now, so that it 


may go to the Llouse of Representatives without 
delay. Ido not wish to debate it; I trast it will 
meet the approval of the judgmentof the Senate. 

Mr.GRIMES. I move to amend the resolution 
by adding to it the following additional section: 

-Ind be it further resolved, ‘That there shall be paid to 
each enlisted able or ordinary seaman an advance, asa 
bounty, of three months’ pay, to be refunded to the ‘l'reas- 
ury from any prize money to which such enlisted man may 
hereatter be entitied. 


Mr. MORRILL. Ido not know what the ob- 
ject of the amendment is, but it has this effect as 
L understand the resolution: thé resolution pro- 
poses the enlistment of these men by the Provost 
Marshal; they are enlisted into the military ser- 
vice, and of course are entitled to the bounty 
which the Government is paying. 

Mr. CONNESS. It is provided especially in 
the resolution that those enlisted and transferred 
by their consent to the naval service shall receive 
no bounties, because they will be entitled to prize 
money. 








OBE. February 18, 


Mr.MORRILL. AsJI gathered it, it was regg 
the other way, ‘‘ shall not receive prize money be. 
cause they getthe bounty.” Is it not so? ~_ 

Mr. CONNESS. No; just the reverse, 

Mr. MORRILL. If it is the reverse, my ob. 
jection does not apply. 

Mr. GRIMES. | want to say one word in re. 
| gard tothe amendment. ‘The propositions eon. 
| tained in the joint resolution introduced by ¢ 
|| Senator from California are substantially the pro- 
|| visions on the same subject contained in the ep. 

rollment bill which has been adopted by the two 
|| Houses, or whichis submitted by the cOMMittee 

of conference for the adoption of the two Houses 
| The purpose which the Senator from Californig 
_ has in view is to anticipate the action of Congress 
upon that enrollment bill, with a view to get ip. 
mediate action in the Senate and House of Rep. 
resentatives, in order that steps may be taken to- 
day as [ understand to fit out one special ship's 
crew for a vessel now lying at Fortress Monroe 
and ready to sail for the Pacific coast. 

Mr. CONNESS. It has been there for ten 
days. 

Mr. GRIMES. I will state to the Senate that 
there are at this time thirteen steamers ready for 

sea, which are lying at the whar¥es unable to go 
|to sea for the want of crews. There has beep 
such an immense draft by the Army, or by, | 
might say, the States and the districts of the 
States to fill out their quotas in the Army, thatit 
| has been impossible for the Navy to get any re- 
cruits. All the emigrant-runners, and all the per- 
sons in New York who have been in the habit of 
procuring mariners for vessels, have now turned 
recruiting agents for the Army, and they even 
| pick up the sailors who get leave to go ashore 
from our vessels-of-war for a day. As is very 
|| common with those sailors, they become inebr- 
| ated, and when they wake up the next morning 
they find themselves with a soldier’s uniform on, 
\| enlisted into one of the United States artillery or 
|| infantry regiments. Then they have got to be 
| reported as desertefs, punished as such, and re- 
| stored to the Navy. A large portion of the sail- 
ors who come in from our men-of-war or the 
merchant marine and are discharged, are imme- 
| diately picked up and thrown into infantry régi- 
|| ments, so that it is impossible for the Navy to 
|| procure recruits. 
‘| Now, my proposition is simply that there shal! 
| be three months’ advance pay, in the shape of a 
| bounty, paid to each person who shall hereafter 
enlist as an ordinary seaman or as an able sea- 
man, to be refunded out of any prize money that 
|| may be hereafter due to him, if he shall be so 
|| fortunate as to serve on a vessel which captures 
; a prize. 

Mr. MORRILL. Ido not object to that. 

Mr.GRIMES. Lunderstand the Senator from 
Maine has no objection to it. I thought he had. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 misapprehended the eflect 
| of it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I suggest to the Senator from 
California, if this resolution is intended to meet 
ja particular object, whether it would not be as 
| well to limit its operation to some specified time. 
Mr. CONNESS. I am perfectly willing to 
|| agree to that. But I hope before that is done tle 
question will be taken on the amendment of the 
Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I have no objection to thet. 

Mr. CONNESS. [hope that amendment wil! 
not obtain; that the Senator from Lowa will not 
press it now. 

Mr. GRIMES. The proposition which I made 
is more calculated to accomplish the Senator s 
purpose. 

Mr. CONNESS. 1 understand it; and as & 
| permanent proposition I shall be willing to agree 
to the Senator’s amendment on any other bill or 
resolution; but [gesire to say to the Senator from 
|| lowa and to the Senate that the War Depart 
|| ment and the Navy Department agreeing In this 
| resolution, they will, under it, be enabled to get 

any number of men that they need now for t's 
'| special service without the Senator’s amendment. 
The Navy Department is receiving every day '¢ 
|| ters from seamen who have enlisted in the Army; 
|| having been discharged from the Navy !0 or 
|| ports after finishing their term ofservice, and t i 
becoming intoxicated were picked up by thos 
who are seeking to obtain a portion of the bounty 
|| offered to soldiers, and placed in the Army. They 
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to the Department trying to get transferred 





oe naval service. There is no provision now 
oe el transfers can be made. This is not a 
“ovision to meet their particular cases, but toen- 
nie the Navy Department to avail itself of that 
i tcular class of men, and with the consent of 
the War Department to transfer them. The res- 
olution already provides concerning the matter of 
bounties and the matter of prize money. 


1 


THE 


| wish to saya word further,and no more. We || 


are liable every hour on the Pacific coast to have 
our exports of gold stopped. There is but one 
yessel on that coast that isable to meet a privateer, | 
and her crew to-day is held by force beyond the | 
term of enlistment under Admiral Bell, and he has 
so telegraphed to the Department here. The con- 
dition of affairs there 1 do not wish to speak ot 
at length, beeause | do not desire to give it pub- | 
licity to the country and to expose the danger in 
which our material interests stand from the as- 
saults of one single ship of the enemy. 1 hope 
nothing will be done to delay the passage of this 
resolution. 
Mr. GRIMES. The amendment which I pro- 
pose 1s not calculated to delay the Senator’s res- 
olution, but is calculated to facilitate it aud to | 
enable us to fit out the other vessels which it is | 
proposed to send to the coast of California. | 
will state to the Senator from California that I 
hold in my hand a letter from Admiral Smith to 
me on this very subject 
Mr. CONNESS. Permit me to suggest to the 
Senator that if he will let the vote be taken with- 
out further discussion I shall not oppose his 
amendment. 
Mr. GRIMES. Very well. | 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. JOHNSON. The first of these resolutions, 
as the Senate have already seen, will cause some- 
what of an anomaly in the service. It provides 
that the Provost Marshal General, an agent of 
the War Department, shall! enlist seamen for the 
Navy. Itisconsented to by the Secretary of the 
Navy, but merely, I suppose, for the purpose of 
meeting the present exigency which | know ex- 
ists, not only from the statement made by the 
honorable member from California, but from other 
sources. ‘The Pacific ought to be at once supplied 
with some of our war steamers. Ido not know 
whether the city of San Francisco would be in 
any danger; I do not know whether the fort at | 
the mouth of the bay is now completed or not. 
Mr. CONNESS. fF will state to the Senator 
that there is a fort on one side of the entrance to 
the bay; but in a fog an enemy’s ship could pass 
in at night by going to the other side of the chan- 
nel, and lay that city under contribution at any | 
moment. 
Mr. JOHNSON. 
Mr. CONNESS. 
fensive operations, but it has not all its batteries. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I only meant by referring 
to that to say that I concur with the Senator that 
something ought to be done, and done at once; | 
and therefore | have no objection to passing the 
resolution, though it produces what is an anom- 
aly in itself. Inasmuch as the resolution as it 
stands is a permanent one, and would extend 
through all time until! we changed it, | would pro- 
pose to add at the conclusion of the first resolu- 
tion that the authority hereby given shall expire 
at the expiration of one year. — 
Mr. GRIMES. It will not be used if it is not 
necessary. 





Is that fort itself completed ? | 


Suppose another exigency like this | 


It isin a condition for de- || 





occurs six months hence. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It does not interfere with the 
President’s authority. 

Mr. CONNESS. 
ident discretion in the premises. I do not under- 
stand the Senator from Maryland to wish to 
amend it, as the resolution leaves the matter 
entirely in the discretion of the President. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Very well. I do not care 
anything about it. 

Phe joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
as amended, and the amendment was concurred 
in. The joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, was read the third 
time, and passed. 


PRICE OF GAS.« 
mm WILLEY. 


No. 77, 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. | 


I move to take up Senate bill 


Not atall. Itgives the Pres- | 


77) to amend the act incorporating the Washing- 
ton Gas-Light Company was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It provides that from 
and after March J, 1864, the ‘Wash ngton Gas- 
Light Comp iny shall note 


ceive trom consumers 


‘more than thirty-three and one third cents per 


hundred cubic feet of gas furnished by it, subject 
to a discount of not less than ten per cent. on all 
bills for gas if paid at the office of the company 
within five days from the rendition thereof, pro- 
vided all arrears have been paid. 

Mr. WILLEY. The bill was reported by the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 1 donot 
wish to detain the Senate by any reasons which 
influenced the committee in reporting itunless it 
shall be desired by some Senator. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I should like to inquire 
what change is made in the existing charter or 
law? 

Mr. WILLEY. I will state briefly that at the 
commencement of the present war the price ofgas 
fixed by the act of July 25, 1860, was thirty-five 
cents per one hundred cubic feet. There was an 
amendment to that, by theact approved July 17, 
1862, entitled ** An act making further appropri- 
ations for sundry civil expenses of the Govern- 
ment,’’ &c., and by section three of thatact it was 
provided that the company should receive only 
twenty-eight cents for gas furnished to the Gov- 
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ernment, and thirty cents per hundred cubic feet | 


for gas furnished to citizens. 


| provides that the rate shall be uniform at thirty- 


| centa pound; itis now fourcentsa pound, 


three and one third cents per hundred cubic feet. 
The increased price asked for seemed to be 


justified by the facts which were made known to 


the committee. In April, 1861, during the opera- 
tion of the act to which f first alluded, the cost 
of coal per ton in the shed was five dollars; it is 
now $1150. ‘The cost of lime, another article 
needed in the manufacture of gas, per bushel was 
in 186] seven cents; it is now nine cents. 


The present ball | 


lron | 


for retorts, &c., atthattime was one and one half | 


bricks per thousand could then be purchased for 


Fire- | 


twenty-five dollars; they now cost forty dollars. | 


Labor has increased SIXLy per cent.; 1t1s SIXly 
per cent. more at this me than it was in 1861. 
From the statement that I have made it will be 
seen that coal and iron have advanced since that 
time over one hundred and twenty-five per cent., 
the result of which was that the company at its 
last meeting on December 30, 1863, was bound to 
give notice to the stockholders that it could de- 
clare no dividend, and | have before me the cir- 


cular which they published containing the follow- | 


ing resolution: 

** Whereas the prices of coal, iron, labor, and materials 
entering into the manutacture of gas, the cost of mainten 
auce and repairs of the works of this company have in 
creased from sixty to over one hundred and tweuty per 
cent., and Congress has reduced the price of gas to con 
summers more than seventeen per cent., thereby rendering 
itimpossible to manufacture and sell gas without loss ; and 
whereas the operations of the company for the past six 
mouths show no profit: Therefore, 

* Resolved, That itis notin the power of the directors 
to declare a dividend.”’ 


I suppose that the Senator will hardly expect 
the company to furnish light to the Government 
and to the citizens of the District without any 


| compensation or profit. And upon these facts the 
| committee supposed themselves justified in in- 


creasing the rates, making them uniform at thirty- | 
three and one third cents per hundred cubic feet, | 


subject toa deduction of ten per cent. for bills pre- 
sented within five days and promptly paid. ‘This 
makes the uniform rate paid thirty cents per hun- 


| dred cubic feet. 


With these facts, [ think itis but just to the | 
company that the bill, as reported by the com- 


mittce, should be passed. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, and was read the third time, and passed. 


ILOUSE BILL REFERKED. 


The bill from the House of Representatives | 


(No. 42) to enable guardians and committees of 
lunatics, appointed inthe several States and other 
countries, to act within the District of Columbia, 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL, 


Mr. DIXON. 


I move to take up Senate bill 
No. 79. 
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The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
79) to incorporate Providence hospital of the city 
of Washington, District of Columbia, was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. By its 
provisions Lucy Gwyne, Teresa Angelo Costello, 
Sarah McDonald, Mary E. Spalding, and Mary 
Carroll, and their succe ssors in offic , ure made 
declared, and constituted a corporation and body 
politic in law and in fact, under the name and 
style of the Directors of Providence Hospital, 

The bill was reported from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia with two amendments, 
the firstof which was to insert at the end of the 
first section the following proviso: 


Provided, That the real estate held by said corporation 
shall not exceed in value the sum of $150,000, 


oi 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to add at the close 
of the third section this proviso: 


“Ind provided further, That this act shall be liable to be 
amended, altered, or repealed, at the pleasure of Congress. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. DIXON, I move further to amend the bill 


by striking out the word  service”’ in line five of 


section two, and inserting *‘serve,’’ and in line 


eleven of that section by striking out “ who” and 
Inserting *fas.”’ . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those verbal 
amendments will be made. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

SAVINGS BANK. 

On motion of Mr. MORRILL, the bill (S. No. 
15) to incorporate the Washington City Savings 
Bank was next considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. The corporators named in the bill are 
William B. Todd, William P. Dole, Edward 
Clark, Edward J. Simms, Joseph J. Coombs, Z. 
C. Robbins, and Thomas S. Gardner. 

The first amendment of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia was to insert the name of 
Jolin R. Elvans among the corporators. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to strike out sections 
two and three of the original bill, as follows: 

Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, ‘That the said corpora- 
tion shall not take and hold real estate above the clear an 
nual value of $10,000, exclusive of the profits which may 
arise from the interestaccruing onthe stock or other secur- 
ities taken on the investment ot the deposits made in said 
bank, or from a sale or transter of any stock or securities. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the trustees or 


managers of said corporation shall not, directly or indirectly, 
reccive any pay or emoluments for their services. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out sections 
five, six, aud seven, as follows: 


5. And he it further enacted, That the several per 
sous named in the first section of this act shall be the first 
trustees and managers of said corporation, and shall elect 
from their number the president and vice president. And 
all vacancies by death, resiguation, or otherwise, either in 
the office of president, vice president, or trustee, shall be 
filled by the board of managers at their first regular meeting 
after such vacancy shall occur, by ballot; and the person 
having the majority of the whole number present and voting 
shall be considered duly cleeted, and not otherwise. 

Sec. 6. 4nd be it further enacted, That the corporation 
shall receive as deposits all sums of money that may be 
offered for that purpose, insuch sums and on such terus a 
are allowed by this act, for the purpose of being invested 
in any public stock created under and by virtue of any law 
of the United States, or of any of the United States, or of 
being loaned out upon bond and mortgage on real estate of 
double the value of the sum loaned; and such deposits shall 
be paid to each depositor when required, at such times and 
with such interestand under such regulations as the board of 
nianagers shall from time to time prescribe; which regula 
tions shall be put up in some couspicuous place in the room 
where the business of said corporation shall be transacted, 
and shall not be altered so as to affect any one who may 
have been a depositor previous to such alteration until after 
personal notice thereof. 

Sec. 7. And he it further enacted, That no preside nt, 
vice president, trustee, or other officer of said corporation 
shall borrow or use the funds of said corporation except to 
pay the necessary current expenses; and all certificates or 
evidences of depos it, made by the proper officer, shall te 
as effectual to bind the corporation as if they were under 
the common seal. 


Sec. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert the follow- 
ing new sections, to come in as sections three, 
four, and five: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That said corporation 
shall meet annually in the mouth of April, and as much 
oftener as they may judge expedient; and any seven mem 
bers of said corporation, the president, secretary, or treas- 





| 
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urer being one, 
tion, atl aAmual oa 
isurer, WhO 


siall be a quorum; and the said corpora 
eting, shall have power to electa 
presiden {a ire hail give bond in the sum 
of $10,000 for the taithtul discharge of the duties of bis 
office, aud all such other officers as may be deemed neces 
sary; which officers shall coutinue in office one year, and 
until others are choseu in their stead; and all officers so 
chosen shall be under oath to the Caithfal discharge of the 
duties of their offices respectively. 

Bac. 4. .dnd he it further enacted, That said corporation 
may receive on deposit, for Wie use and benefit of the de- 
positors, aii sums of money offered for that purpose: Pro 
vided, however, That it shall not hold at the same time 
more than $1,000 of any one depositor other than a reli- 
gious or charitable corporation. All such sums may be in 
vested in the stock of any bank incorporated by Congress, 
or may be loaned on interest to any such bank, or may be 
loaned on bonds or notes, with collateral security of the 
stock of such banks at not more than ninety per cent. of 
its par value, or they may be invested in the public funds 
gt the United States, of the several States, or loaned ona 
pledge of any of said funds, or invested in loans on mort 
gages of realestate: Provided, That the whole amount of 
stock held by the institution at one time in any one bank, 
both by way of investment and as a surety for loans, shall 
not exceed one half of its capital stock of such bank, and 
that not more than three quarters of the whole sum depos 


fred in the institution shall be at any one time invested in | 


mortgages of realestate. The income or profits of all de 
posits shall be divided amongt he depositors, or their legal 
representatives, in just proportions, with a deduction of all 
reasonable expenses incurred in the management thereof; 
and the principal may be withdrawn atsuch times or in 
such manner as the corporation shall inits by laws direct. 

See. 5. and he it further enacted, That no officer, di- 
rector, or committee charged with the duty of investing the 
deposits shall borrow any portion thereof, or use the same, 
except in paymentof the expenses of the corporation; and 
if any officer, director, agent, or other person connected 
with said bank and interested with the funds or deposits 
thereot, shall embezzle or traundulently convert the same 
to his own use, he shall be decmed guilty of larceny, and 
shall, on convietion thereof by any court competent to try 
the offense, be imprisoned in the penitentiary not less than 
one nor tore than ten years, 


Mr. MORRILL. I desire to amend the new 
fourth section by striking out the word * profits’’ 
in line twenty, and inserting ** interest;”’ by strik- 
ing out in lines twenty-one, twenty-two, and 
twenty-three the words ‘‘in just proportions, 
with a deduction of all reasonable expenses in- 
curred in the management thereof,” and inserting 
‘according to the terms of interest stipulated.’’ 

The amendments to theamendment were agreed 
to; and the amendment as amended was adopted. 


The next amendment was to add to the tenth 
section, which requires an annual report to be 
made to Congress, the following words: 

Said returns shall specify the following particulars, 
namely: The number of depositors; total amount of de 
posits; amount invested in bank stock and deposited in 
bank on tnterest; amount secured by bank stock 5 amount 
invested in public funds ; loans on security of public funds ; 
loans On mortgage of real estate; loans On personal securi- 
ties; amountoteash on hand; total dividends of the year; 
annual expenses of the institution: all of which shall be 
certified and sworn to by the treasurer; and five or more 
ot the managers shall also certify and make oath that the 
said return is correct according to their best knowledge 
and beliet. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to strike out the 
twelfth and thirteenth sections of the original bill, 


“jn the following words: 


See. 12. And he it further enacted, That a misnomer of 
said corporation in any deed, gill, grant, or other instru- 
nent, contract, or conveyance, shall not vitiate the same, 
ifthe corporation shall be sutiiciently described. 

See. 13. ond he it further enacted, That this corporation 
may take and hold real estate to the clear annual value of 
$10,000, and may sue and be sued, and have all the neces- 


sary power for the collection of debts and demands. 


The amendment was agreed to. 








The nextamendment was to insert the following | 


new section, to be section ten of the amended biil: 


Sec. 10. .and be it further enacted, That said corporation 
may make by-laws for the more orderly management of 
their business, not repugnant to law 3 may have acommon 
seal, which they may change at pleasure; that all deeds, 
grants, covenants, and agreements made by their treasurer, 
or any other person by their authority, shall be good and 
valid; and said corporation shall have power to sue and 
may be sued, defend and be held to answer by the name 


aforesaid. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 
bill by inserting the name of Samuel V. Niles 
among the corporators, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamendcd, 
and the amendments were concurred in, The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and was read the third time, and passed. 

WARDEN FOR THE JAIL. 


On motion of Mr. MORRILL, the bill (S. No. 
86) to authorize the appointment of a warden of 


I move to amend the | 


| 
} 
| 
| 


salary of $1,200. 


charged over the jails and the prisoners therein 


| ments. 
| **$1,200,’’ in line seven of section one, and to 


| two the following new section: 


| court of said District or the Secretary of the Interior, shall 
| transport all convicts sentenced to imprisonment beyond 


| of said convicts, shall upon order as aforesaid transport 


1 
the jail in the District of Columbia was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to authorize the President of the United States 
to appoint, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, some suitable person to be warden 
of the jail in the District of Columbia, for the 
term of four years, who shall receive an annual 
The warden is to have the 
exclusive supervision and control of the jails | 
in the District, and be accountable for the safe- | 
keeping of all the prisoners legally committed 
thereto, and to have all the power and discharge 
all the duties heretofore legally exercised and dis- 


by the marshal of the District. Before entering 
on the duties of his office, the warden is to exe- 
cute a bond to the United States in the penal sum 
of $5,000, with sureties to be approved by a judge 
of the cireuit court of the District. 

The Committee on the District of Columbia, 
to whom the original bill introduced by Mr. 
Grimes was referred, reported it with amend- 
The first amendment was to strike out 


insert ** $1,600, which shall include all fees and 
emoluments. -And said warden shall annually, 
in the month of November, make a detailed re- 
port to the Secretary of the Interior.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


‘The next amendment was to insert after section 


And be it further enacted, That the warden of the peni- 
tentiary in the said District, upon order of the supreme 


the limits of said Digtrict to the place of confinement, re- 
ceiving therefor the actual expenses of himself, guard, and 
of each convict. Andin case of absence or other disability 
of said warden, the warden of said jail, having the custody 
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them to the place of confinement, receiving therefor the 
compensation aforesaid. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in line six of section 
three to strike out ‘‘circuit’’and insert ‘*supreme,”’ 
so as to read, ‘* with sureties to be approved by 
some judge of the supreme court of said Dis- 
trict.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It is my fault of course that 
[ have not read the bill, though I believe it has 





| been on the table for some time, but I did not 
| know till I heard it read that such a bill was in 


| than the law allows and has received too much, we 


| here whether they should aim by legislation at one 


the Senate atall. I should like to know why it 
is necessary to change the law as itis. From 
the beginning of the Government the marshal has 
had charge of the jail. Whether this marshal has 
conducted himself properly or not, | donot know; 
whether he has charged more than he ought to 
charge, do notknow. If he has not charged more 


ran reduce the fees. Inthe other case he is respons- 
ible to the President. He is appointed by the 
President; he is a political and personal friend of 
the President; he was I believe a law partner of 
the President; he had, when he was appointed 
and has still the entire confidence of the President; 
and although such considerations are not perhaps 
exactly suited to the deliberations of this body, 
yet | suggest to the especial friends of the President 


of his known friends. 

As far as I know, I have no information at all 
that the duties of the office have not been faith- 
fully discharged. I believe the mere compensa- 
tion he gets as marshal,except such as may arise 
from his duties in connection with the jail, is very 
little. ‘The fees that he gets in the Supreme Court 
of the United States are little or nothing. He is 
paid a per diem, I think, but all else that he gets, 
except from the jail, is what he may get for at- 
tending the local courts and what he may get as 
commissions upon the service of executions. 
What that amounts to I do not know, but I im- 
agine the whole would be comparatively a trifling 
compensation. IL suppose therefore that the greater 
part of the compensation of the marshal of the 
District arises from the fact that he has the duty 
which you are about to take away from him. Un- 
der this impression, unless the gentleman who 
reported the bill can satisfy me that it isa very 
wise measure, called for by the public interest, 
and especially in accordance with the wishes of 
the President, I shall be inclined to voteagainstit. 

Mr. MORRILL. Of course I do not know 








| $6,814 20. 


| five dollars a man, I think. 
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whether it is in accordance with the wishes of the 
President of the United States or not. I do not 
know that the marshal, either by virtue of his 
office as jailer or otherwise, was or was not q 
onartner of the President in the practice of the law 
i hardly know that any of these questions arise 
on the consideration of this bill. ‘They certain| 
did not arise in the consideration of it in the com. 
mittee. 
This bill was referred to the committee; and we 
had some facts before us which led the committee 
to the belief that the public interests would be 


_ better subserved by the appointment of a warden, 


whose especial duty it should be to take care of 
the jail, and who should not be complicated with 
those political duties and political relations of the 
marshal to the President to which the Senator 
refers, and to which he seems to attach so much 
importance. All the duties in regard to the jail 


_ of course are simply those ofa jailer and nothing 


more; neither political nor confidential; and we 


| found that the marshal had little or no practical 
duies at all at the jail; nocare of it. 


Asa matter 
of fact it was in the hands of a subordinate ap- 


pointed by him; and it seemed to the committee 
that it was proper enough that the person who 
really had the charge of it should be held respons. 
ible to the Government; and that the duties would 
be quite as faithfully performed probably by the 
person who should be charged with them and held 
responsible to the President. ‘l'hat was the prin- 
cipal reason for confiding the duty to a warden, 
But, sir, there was another reason which entered 
into the consideration somewhat, and that was 


| this: the convicts at the penitentiary we found 
| had been taken from the penitentiary and trans- 


ferred to this jail, and they had been taken from 
the jail under the order of the Secretary of the 
Interior, in some respects, in others from another 
quarter, and had been transferred from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia to the penitentiary in the city 


| of Albany, where they were authorized to be con- 


fined for punishment by an act of the last Con- 
gress. I believe about one hundred and forty 
prisoners were thus transferred from this jail 


| under the direction of the marshal, and perhaps 
under his personal supervision, to Albany; and 


from the papers submitted to the committee we 
found that the charges of the marshal for traus- 
ferring them from this city to Albany were 
It seemed to the committee that that 
kind of exorbitant charge was an improvident 
transaction, which appeared to call for some in- 
terference on the part of Congress to regulate the 
affairs of the jail; and to provide against a repeti- 
tion of that, we have made it the duty of the 
warden who is to have special care of this prison 
to perform that work as a portion of the duties 
of jailer, charging therefor simply the actual ex- 
penses, and there does not seem to be any good 
reason why he should charge any more. 

I belicve that these were the two reasons which 
influenced the committee to report this bill. If 
these are at all satisfactory to the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maryland, I hope he will not find it 
necessary to oppose the bill further. 

Mr. JOHNSON. If they were atall satisfac- 
tory | would not oppose it; but they are any- 
thing but satisfactory. The fact which the Sen- 
ator states, that it cost over six thousand dollars 
to convey more than one hundred and forty pris 
oners from here to Albany, may or may not bea 
good ground of charge against the marshal; but 
it is not so greata charge as one would suppose. 
Thousands seem large, but it is only about forty- 
He has to take them 
from here, keep them on the road, provide for 
them—how he provides I do not know. He has 
to guard them. I suppose that if he takes eight 
or ten prisoners at a time he must have two of 
three men to guard them, and he must pay the 
guards. But if it was not so, if it is true that the 
committee, with the sanction of the Senate, mean 
to act upon the principle thatevery officer is to be 
legislated out who charges the Government too 
much, our whole business would be taken up 10 
legisiating officers out. The proper way to meet 
such a case would be to goto the President if the 
man has not performed his duty. He can be 


turned out by the President at any time; an 
submit to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia that it is really a reflection on the Pee. 
dent to put the necessity of this bill on the grout 
that there is in office a man who gets his appoint 
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aaa from the President, who remains in office 

during the willof the President, because there is 
uring , : 

no other way of getting him out than by legisla- 


uon. . 
"Now, as to the other reason assigned by the 
q aes stor. In all the States as far as I know, the 


seneral practice is that the officer who represents 


the courts and is called upon to execute the judg- | 


ments of the courts from time to time, the sheriff, 
or the b ! 
which the officer is designated, shall have charge 
of the prisoners. The sheriff is bound to execute 
all judgments and all executions whether against 
the person of the debtor or against his property. 


marshal, or whatever may be the name by | 


Where he goes as against the person of the debtor | 


—you have abolished imprisonment for debt here, 
and therefore it does not make so much difference 
ip point of fact, but the principle is the same—he 
gets possession of the debtor, and what is to be- 
come of him? Is he to hand him over to the 
warden? Does the sheriff or the marshal get rid 
of the responsibility by handing him over to the 


warden? His responsibility after the judgment | 


rests on the fact that he executes the process, he is 
to have the prisoner in court at the proper time. 
If he has him not there his bond is forfeited. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
itis inthe States. The Federal Government has 
no jails in the States; and what do the marshals 
do but turn over their prisoners to the county 
jailers? 


Mr. JOHNSON. The answer to that is that 


practice exists because the United States have no | 


jails in the States. If the United States had jails 


there, they would put them as a matter of course 


under the charge of their marshals. 

Mr. GRIMES. That does not follow at all. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It would follow if the sys- 
tem was uriform, and the same system will be 
found everywhere else. You use the jails of the 
States because you have no other place to put 
your prisoners in, and your marshals are Z 
charged from responsibility in a case of that de- 
scription under the law if they do all they can do 
and deliver the prisoners up to the persons hav- 
ing charge of the jails. The State is responsible 
by its officer for any damage that may result. 

Why is it that these expenses, which you say 


|| the marshal of a portion of his duties. 
| had said, I think, until the Senator from Mary- || 


| the 


whom he appoints, and who, when appointed, 
hold their commissions at his pleasure. If he does 
not think proper to discharge them when in your 
opinion they should be discharged, hold him re- 
sponsible, bring public opinion to bear upon him, 
and if he goes contrary to all opinion, public and 
congressional, then there is anotherremedy. No- 
a suppose that the present President of 

nited States would place himself in the po- 
sition even of having public opinion operate upon 
him justly to make him do what he was unwill- 


ing to do otherwise; still less would he go to an 


extent that would call upon Congress to interfere. 
1 cannot help thinking, | must think so because 
of the very sincere respect in which I hold the 
President, that if he was acquainted with facts 


| which would satisfy such a committee as we have 


now in recommending that this gentleman should | 


be removed, he would be removed or certainly | 


would be told that he would be removed if he per- 
severed in proceeding contrary to law or contrary 
to propriety. 

Mr. MORRILL. 


hensions of the honorable Senator from Mary- 


Mr. President, if the appre- | 


| land are well grounded, it would turn out that the | 


| committee had acted with great indiscretion; but 
I should like to inquire how || 


it did not occur to the committee that this was 
by any possibility a reflection upon the President 
of the United States. If I had resolved myself 
into a committee of safety for the President or 
his friends, | do not believe it would have occurred 


| to me that by any possibility whatever this legis- 


lation could affect the President of the United 
States. 

Why, sir, what do we propose? 
Nobody 


To relieve | 


land started the question, that there was a reflec- | 


tion upon the marshal. I had not proposed to 


| offer any testimony implicating the marshal at all, 


are enormous, (and I am not prepared to say that |) 


they are not) are being incurred? Whois to blame 
for that? Congress. Why have you not got a 
penitentiary of yourown? You have never had 
one since you determined to take for the use of 


the Army the -penitentiary that was here before | 


and badly located. Since then you have been 
obliged to use the State penitentiaries; and [ 
should like to know—it has always been a puzzle 


tome; Ido not know how it is that everything | 


| 


seems to swing northward, if | may use the ex- | 


pression—why is it that the prisoners here are 
sentto Albany? We have got a penitentiary in 
Maryland, and we cannot fill it with our own 
people. Wesometimes have succeeded in filling 
it with people who are caught there temporarily 
and commit crime; but our penitentiary is quite 
large enough to take all the prisoners thatare sent 
from here; and for the soul of me I cannot im- 
agine why itis that these prisoners are sent at 
an expense of forty-five dollars apiece all the way 
to Albany. It is not the fault of the marshal; he 


does nut send them there; they are sent by the | 


court, or the President, or whoever does order 
it, under the authority of a special act of Con- 
gress. 

Mr.GRIMES. They were sent originally 

Without any authority of law whatever; the War 
Department took possession of the penitentiary 
without any authority of law, and then we came 
inand passed a law confirming and ratifying what 
they had done. 
_Mr. JOHNSON. That law was to give to the 
Secretary of the Interior, as I understand from 
my friend from Maine, the authority to designate 
the place where the persons convicted here of pen- 
ilentiary offenses should be confined, and he se- 
lected Albany. Youhad better legislate him out, 
too. If these expenses are enormous and unne- 
cessary, why not legislate him out because he is 
the causa causans, and the marshal is only carry- 
ing out his orders? 

But I submit, and it is all I have to say on the 
Subject, that the principle of this legislation is 
decidedly wrong. The President is bound to see 
to the faithful execution of the duties of officers 


| is one perquisite. 


Now that the question is open, and that it be- 
comes necessary for me to state the fact, I will 
state it a little more emphatically than I did when 
1 was up before, and | think t can satisfy the 
Senate, if they give me their ears, that here isa 
wrong against the public which ought to be cor- 
rected, and that no suggestion of delicacy toward 


the President or anybody else should interfere | 
with an honest and fearless discharge of the duty 


of the Senate upon this question. 


Here we find a jail in this city under the exclu- 
| sive jurisdiction of the General Government, the | 


| General Government responsible, paying the bills, 
and we find the marshal, whose duties are prin- 


cipally of a political character, as we are informed 

by the honorable Senator from Maryland, en- 
’ 

joying a perquisite in this jail, but performing no 


duties of a practical character, and having litte | 


or no responsibility forthe jail. We find, as was 
stated by the Senator from Lowa this morning on 
another bill, that there are some three thousand 
persons going in and out of the jail annually, upon 
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After the prisoners were turned over to the mar- 
shal to be taken to Albany, the first batch that he 
took was forty-five in number, and the expense 
charged to the Government was $2,650. The 
amount paid by the Government for transporting 
those forty-five prisoners was $2,250. It 


we) 


was 
brought up in this way: anactot Congress regu- 
lating the fees of marshals generally throughout 
the country, the fee bill, contains a provision that 
every marshal, for the conveyance of prisoners, 
meaning the conveyance of prison rs from the 
courts to the prisons within his district, shall be 
entitled to the sum of ten cents a mile for himself 


| and the prisoners and the guards. He makes this 


general statute, applicable to that general class of 
cases, apply to this specific case, and in that ay 
he is enabled to run up this fee. [believe he took 
some fourteen or fifteen men with him as guards, 
charged for them ten cents a mile both ways, and 


| charged for the prisoners ten cents a mile. 


It seemed to us that that was a subject which 
the committee of the Senate ought to consider and 
provide some remedy for. [tis not known how 
long these prisoners are to be carried from this 
city to Albany. As I stated before, I believe the 
whole amount received by the marshal for tak- 
ing one hundred and thirty-five prisoners was 
$6,814 20. Nobody willdoubt that, with the fa- 
cilities of the Government for conveyance between 
this city and the city of New York, and thence 
to Albany, this sum is not only exorbitant, but it 


would seem to be outrageous in times like the 
| present. 


Mr. COWAN. Allow me to ask the Senator 
whether the abuses of which he complains would 
warrant the alteration of the law contemplated, 
the settled law of the country, everywhere for 
hundreds of years, that the executive officer of 


| the court shall have the control of the prisoners; 
| whether it would not require, if you make the al- 


teration contemplated here, an alteration in the 
forms of writs, and an alteration in a great many 
particulars which have not been foreseen, perhaps, 


by the framers of the bill? 


Mr. MORRILL. It does not touch the general 
law atall. It does not propose to alter the gen- 
eral law in a single particular. They are all in 
the hands of the executive department of the 
Government. The warden isan executive officer 


| as muchas the marshal; and the custody of these 


which the marshal gets a fee of halfa dollar each || 


time they go in and each time they go out. That 
We find that these persons are 


| all supported at the public charge; their expenses 


; commutation of thirty-six cents, 


are paid out of the public Treasury. They cost 
to him, the Government paying all his help, about 
vine cents a day each for support; he receives a 
It is said that 


| he pockets from twelve to fifteen thousand dol- 


lars a year; I have not computed it, and therefore 
do not say so myself; but you will see from the 


| margin stated a very pretty little perquisite in 


that way. 

By an order of the War Department, as I have 
already stated, the prisoners in the penitentiary 
were transferred to this jail. The first prisoners 
that were sent from the District to Albany, were 
sent under the order of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, and were conveyed there by the warden of 
the penitentiary. There were forty-two of them, 
and it cost the Government in money paid out for 


| conveying the whole forty-two, just $110 83. The 


warden as a prudent man, availed himself of the 
opportunity of a Government transport bound 
from this city to New York, put those men on 
board and provisioned them, and from New York 
took them to Albany. The principal expense, 


| you will perceive, was provisioning the men on 


board the transport and taking them to Albany; 
but as the transport was bound to New York at 
Government expense, that was no additional item, 


| and the whole bill, as I-have said, was $110 83. 


| certain day. 


prisoners belonged to the warden, and the mar- 
shal had no concern with them atall. it was a 
piece of impertinent interference on the part of 
the marshal to take custody of these prisoners at 
all. They had been committed to the warden of 
the penitentiary; they were in his custody, and if 
they were to be transported out of this District he 
was the man to transport them. It was only b 
force of a special order, to which I have refi feed. 
that they were taken out of the custody of the 
law officer, the man to whom they were confided, 
and handed over to the marshal, | do not say to 
enable him to charge the fee, but I say that he 
availed himself of the opportunity to charge this 
fee, and | have shown that the proper law officer 
was the warden. 

Mr. COWAN. Those were prisoners who 
were there temporarily Lunderstand. The ques- 
tion I put is this: by a writissued from the court 
the marshal is directed to arrest a prisoner and 
keep him in custody and have him in court ona 
How is he to keep him if the jail is 
taken away from him and a third person inter- 
posed? ‘That is the objection I have to the pas- 
sage of this bill, because it will beget a very great 
many alterations in the ordinary administrauion 
of courts of justice. For instance, I suppose every 
time the court directs the marshal to bring ina 
prisoner they will have to issue a special writ to 
the warden to deliver up the prisoner, and when 
a prisoner is to be committed to this warden there 
must be a special authority on the part of some- 
body to authorize the marshal to dothat. Itdis- 
turbs the whole frame and texture of the laws 
as they have been administered for hundreds of 
years, and are administered | believe without a 
single exception all over the country. Nobody 
ever drcamed before of making the sheriff aud the 
jailer differentofficers. ‘The sheriff himself being 
charged with the custody of the prisoners may 
keep them where he will. There isa jail usually 


| provided for him to keep them ingand over that jail 


he, asa matter of course, from the very necessity 
of the thing, ought to have control, and supreme 








' 





contro}. Under this bill, as I understand, it will 
be very difficult oftentime to know whom to sue 
for an escape. 
transitu, when he is halfinthe hands of the mar- 
shal and half in the hands of the warden, who is 
The marshal says it is the warden, 
andthe warden says the marshal. Howis aman 
to know? The preliminary question must first 
be settled. He has cither to bring two actions, 
or run the risk of failing in the first one he brings. 

I think we cannot afford to alter this law for 
the purpose of attaining the end which seems to 
be contemplated by the committee; and that is to 
strike the marshala blow for some abuses of which 
he has been guilty. If the marshal has abused 
any of the privileges of this office, the way is 
not to cure it by tearing up the law which created 
his office and imposed upon it duties which were 
perfectly proper, and which have always been 
recognized to be proper. I hope, therefore, that 
the Senate will pause before it will attain the pur- 
pose in this left-handed way, because I think there 
is a far better remedy. 

Mr. MORRILL. One word in reply. If the 
honorable Senator from Pennsylvania wants to 
know whois responsible for these parties, he can- 
not have given much attention tothis bill. Inthe 
second section of the bill itis provided that the 
warden shall have “all the power and all the du- 
ties heretofore legally exercised and discharged 
over said jail,’’ that is all, ‘and the prisoners 
therein by the marshal.’? Weimpose the same re- 
sponsibility on the warden that rested on the mar- 
shal for the prisoner while he is in his custody, 
while he is in jail. That is all. 


to be sued? 


Suppose a prisoner escapes in” 


‘The Senator from Pennsylvania cannot be very | 


conversant [ think with the state of affairs in the 
country if he supposes that we are to disturb the 
course of proceedings that generally obtains in 
the country. Can the honorable Senator point 
me to a single instance in any State where the 
marshal keeps the jail? Are not all the United 
States prisoners confided to jail, and when they 
are in jail are they not under the care of the jailer? 


I know of no instance in any of the States where | 


the marshal’s functions do not cease the moment 
that he delivers the prisoner over to the jailer. 
Mr. COWAN. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to ask if he knows of any instance in 
any of the States where the jailer is not the mere 
servant of the sheriff or marshal; if the marshal 


, one hundred andtwo hundred. 


| persons incarcerated, and to the Government, and 


has a jail, where he is notappointed by him; and | 


if the sheriff, where he and his bondsmen are not 
responsible for the safe-keeping of the prisoners 
whom the sheriff intrusts to the jailer? 

Mr. MORRILL. My recollection is altogether 
different on that subject. 


By general comity of 


| the jail to be properly kept. 


the State Legislatures the United States are per- | 


mitted to use the jails of the States, and when the 
prisoners are committed to the custody of the 
jatler the authority of the marshal ceases entirely 
over the prisoner. All the analogies in all the 
States are entirely at variance with the argument 
of the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania. 
How is it in the ease of the sheriffs in the several 
States? The sheriff arrests and the sheriff brings 
the prisoner mto court; he has the custody of him; 
the prisoner is tried; he is convicted; he is sen- 
tenced; the sheriff has a millimus to commit him 
to prison, ‘The moment he ts inside the prison 
the authority of the sheriff is gone forever; and 
heisinthe hands of whom? Inthe hands of the 
warden precisely under circumstances similar to 


those provided for in this bill; so that there is no | 


upturning of any practice; there is no repealing 


of the general statutes of the United States or of 


the States. I submit, therefore, if the Senate are 
satisfied that the interests of the Government re- 
quire some regulation of this jail, there ts no reason 
of a character such as was stated by the honora- 
ble Senator from Maryland why the Senate should 


he deterred fora single moment from passwg the 
bill. 


Mr.GRIMES. Neither the Senator from Penn- | 


sylvania nor any other person can pointtoa State 
inthe Union where the marshal, as in this Dis- 
trict of Columbia, has charge of the persons in 
jail. In every State of the Union, persons who 
are incarcerated in jail for offenses against the 
laws of the United States are transferred from the 


Foderal tothe State authorities, and the marshal’s | 


jurisdiction and ®ontrol of them ceases from the 


conferred upon him here, and would not have 


| marshal but also the duties of jailer. 


| too burdensome and too extensive for any one 


time they are deposited within the precincts of || 
that jail which is owned by the State authoritics, || 


| every such case be a separate and distinct warden 


| that, but they would have a board of visitors who 


Committee on the District of Columbia. 


| by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. | 


and is resumed when they cross the threshold of 
it and go outon their way to court or on their way 
to the penitentiary. 

In addition to the reasons stated by the Senator 
from Maine as having actuated the committee in 
reporting this bill, | may state that there has been 
such an accumulation of business thrown on the 
marshal of this District that it is utterly impos- 
sible for,him to perform this duty.. Everybody 
who is familiar with him knows that his business | 
has called him for several weeks past to the city 
of New York, and he has been able to exercise 
no supervision over this jail, as he ought to do. 
He ought to look after the sanitary condition of 
the jail. He ought to make, if not daily, atleast 
weekly visitations to the jail to see what is the 
condition of the large number of men, women, 
and children who are incarcerated there. 

In addition to the ordinary duties that apper- 
tain to the marshal’s office in time of peace, there | 
has been a vast amount of business growing up 
in prize cases that has been thrust upon him. All 
this business he has been compelled to perform by | 
proxy. There has been suchan accumulation of 
itthatthe District Committee thought it was neces- 
sary to divide the duties of the office. Is there any- 
thing unusualin that? Are not Senators and mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives in the habit 
of introducing bills by which to divide up the re- 
sponsibilities and cares that appertain to a par- 
ticular officer among two or three or more? Does 
this strike a blow at the President of the United | 
States, as the Senator from Maryland seems to | 
suppose, merely because the President originally 
appointed the marshal of the District of Columbia ? 
LT apprehend not. We want aman who isable to 
supervise the jail himself. It is a vast business. 
[ am not prepared to say how many men and | 
women there may be at this moment in this jail, | 
but | know that a year ago there were between 
I apprehend that | 
in any State of the Union where there was a 
county having as largea number of persons within 
a jail as there are to be found ordinarily within the 
jail of the District of Columbia, there would in 


who should have charge of the jail; and not only 


would visit that jail monthly or weekly to see 
that the warden fully performed his duties to the | 





to the cause of humanity. I do not concede that 
there is anything very extraordinary in the prop- | 
osition which is submitted to the Senate by the | 
They | 
want to subserve the public interest by requiring | 
They know that it | 
is no intrenchment on the prerogatives of the | 
marshal. We are only taking from him that 
which is not conferred on the marshal in any State 
of the Union, and which ought not to have been 


been but for the fact that originally there was a 
very small population here in the District of Co- 
lumbia. At thattime,l can readily conceive that 
the marshal could very well perform not only the 
duties that properly appertained to the office of 
That, how- 
Now the dutiesare 


ever, has long since gone by. 


man to properly perform. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. i move that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. I think it is very important to have an 
executive session this evening. 

Mr. MORRILL. I should be very glad to have 
this bill disposed of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Indiana. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in executive session, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 
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The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 


‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
GOLD CONTRACTS. 
Mr. CLAY, by unanimous consent, introduced | 
a bill to regulate contracts for gold; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the | 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
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PAYMENT OF BOUNTIES. 
Mr. MORRISON, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to provide for the payment to yol- 
unteers who enlisted before the date of the last 
call for troops, October 17, 1863, the same boun- 
ties paid to those who enlisted subsequent thereto: 
which was read a first and second time, and re. 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF CERTAIN ARSENALS. 


Mr. WILSON. Lask unanimous consent to 
report back from the Committee on the Judiciar 
a bill (H.R. No. 206) in addition to an act for the 
establishment of certain arsenals. 

I will state that the bill merely provides a 
method by which the Government may get pos- 
session of a portion of Rock island, upon which 


the Thirty-Seventh Congress directed an arsenal 


to be erected. It is very important that the bilj 
should be passed now, in order that the title may 
be obtained and the work carried on in the spring, 

I will state further that the bill in addition pro- 
vides for the condemnation of property by the 
Government not only in relation to the arsenal at 
Rock island, but in relation to any other improve- 
ments that the Government may desire in future 
to carry on. 

No objection being made, the bill was reported 
back, and was read in extenso. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. WILSON moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 


lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FERNANDO WOOD obtained the floor. 
GUARDIANS OF LUNATICS, ETC. 

Mr. BOUTWELL. I ask the gentleman from 
New York to give way a moment, that I may re- 
port back from the Committee on the Judiciary a 
bill which I think will be acted on without debate. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I will yield for 
that purpose. 

Mr. BOUTWELL, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported back from the Committee on the Judiciary 


| abill (H.R. No. 42) to enable guardians and com- 


mittces of lunatics appointed in the several States 
and other countries to act within the District of 
Columbia, with amendments. 

, 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

First amendment: 

Strike out allafter the word ** minor’? in the second line, 
and insert as follows: 

Or lunatic, by the proper authority in any State or Ter- 
ritory of the United States, or in any other country, to in- 
stitute and prosecute to final judgment any suit or action in 
the courts of the District of Columbia as he might have done 
if his authority as such guardian or cominittee had been des 
rived from the proper tribunals of said District; and such 
committee or guardian may in the same manner collectand 
receive auy sum of money due to such lunatic or minor, 
and may by deed, duly executed, release and convey to any 
party entitled to the same, whether by purchase or other- 
wise, any lands or estates situated in the District of Colum- 
bia, the property of such lunatic or minor, or to or upon 
which such lunatic or minor may have a claim or mortgage, 
in the same manner as be might have done if his authority 
had been derived from the tribunals of said District: Pro- 
vided, That such committee or guardian, before making any 
conveyance of real estate or release of claim or mortgage 
thereon, shall file in the orphans’ court of said District the 
official certificate of the judge of the court from which such 
committee or guardian derived his appointment, that he lias 
given a sufficient bond to account to the minor or lunatic 
for all sums of money received by virtue of the-authorily 
conferred by this act. 

Second amendment: 

Strike out all of the second section after the word “ com 
mittee”? in the second line, and insert as follows: 

Or guardian of a lunatic or the guardian of a minor duly 
appointed at the domicile of the lunatic or minor out of the 
District of Columbia, whether in the United States or 4 for- 
eign country, shall be good and effectual: Provided, That 
said guardian or committee shall file in the orphans’ court 
in said District the official certificate of the judge of the 
court from which such committee or guardian derived his 
appointment that he has given sufficient bond to account 
tu the minor or lunatic for all payments so made: 4nd pro- 
vided further, Thatin all cases the evidence of the appoint 
ment and authority of such committee or guardian shall be 
first recorded in the office of the orphans? court of said Dis- 
trict. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BOUTWELL moved to reconsider the 
vote last taken; and also moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
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CUSTOM-IIOUSE, ETC., AT CAIRO. 
Mr.W.J.ALLEN. Lask the gentleman from 


New York to yield to me for a moment, 
Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. 1 yield. 

Vir. W.J. ALLEN, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill to revive so much of the act entitled 
«An act making appropriations for certain civil 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 


ait June, 1858,” as appropriates the sum of 


450,000 for the construction of a custom-house, 
United States court rooms, and post office, at 
Cairo, Ilinois; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Me ans. 

VETERAN ENGINEER REGIMENT. 

Mr. GARFIELD, by unanimous consent, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
to organize a regiment of veteran volunteer engi- 
neers; Which was read a first and second time by 
its tide, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

SALE OF GOLD. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I 
have risen merely for the purpose of calling the 
attention of the House to the propriety of making 
some immediate disposition of the joint resolution 
which the Committee of Ways and Means pro- 
post d to report yesterday authorizing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to sell gold on hand in the 
Treasury at pleasure. The mere proposition 
emanating from that committee has unsettled the 
market of New York; it has deranged the basis 
of mercantile transactions; it has deranged ex- 
changes and the value of commodities; and I am 
appealed to by a very large number of the leading 
bankers and merchants of New York to ask that 
some disposition shall be made of that question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Is the joint 
resolution before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that the 
gentleman from New York is going to ask the 
consent of the House that the joint resolution 
shall be considered now. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I have no 
objection to its consideration, but I-want to know 
whether it is before the House or not. 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not 
object, but Task that the question shall be put to 
the House. » 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was waiting to 


_ THE 


sachusetts to give way for a moment to allow me 
to offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. 
ready pending. 

Mr. LONG. 
amit ndm«e nt. 

Mr. HOOPER. I should prefer thatit should 
come in after | have made the few remarks I have 
to make. 

I rise, Mr. Speaker, merely to reply to the in- 
quiries made by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Cox] yesterday. 
gold now inthe Treasury. I understand that the 
amount on Saturday night was $18,900,000. 
this sum $18,200,000 was inthe sub-Treasury at 
New York. ‘The estimates from now to the Ist 
of July, would increase it some sixteen or eizh- 
teen millions more, making, by the Ist of July, 
an amount of about thirty-seven million dollars. 
The requrements of gold from now to the Ist of 
July to meet the payment of the interest on the 
public debt are less than twenty-four million dol- 
lars, showing an excess of from ten to twelve 
millions which might be disposed of under the 
authority of this joint resolution, 

The gentleman further asked me what would 
be the effect on commercial exchanges of giving 
this authority to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
That is rather a general question, and one that ‘Is 
difficult to answer in any concise way. I shall 
only refer to two things to illustrate what may be 
the effect of it. Gentlemen may recollect that ref- 
erence was made the other day by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Kenvey,] to a letter 
from Mr. Lamar, in which he advises his friends 
to get up the price of gold as the true way of at- 
tacking the Federal Government. I think the effect 
of this authority to the Treasury Department 
would be rather to disarrange the plans of those 
gentlemen who may propose to follow out Mr. 
Lamar’s suggestion, as it would be impossible for 
them to judge in advance when the Secretary of 


There is an amendment al- 


This is an amendment to the 


the Treasury was coming into the market; and if 


| sudden demand for $12,000,000 for payment of 


they undertook any measure by which to raise 


the price of gold, it might possibly prove to the | 


benefit of the Government. 


I call the attention of the gentleman to another | 


fact. He may recollect the circumstance of a 


| the Army being made on the Treasury something 


hear what the gentleman from New York had to || 


say 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. I desire to say that 
if the House were conscious of the fact that the 
pending proposition, unacted on and undisposed 
of, is perpetrating great injury to the mercantile 
interests of the country, | am sure they would 
make some disposition of the subject. [have risen 


more thana year ago. The Secretary meade an 
arrangement with the banks at New York that 


And first as to the amount of 


Of 


they should advance that amount, and advance 


it immediately for use. The gentleman from Ohio 


|| is wellaware, from his general knowledge on the 
subject of finance and currency, that there is but || 
acertain amount of the medium used for money | 


required to conduct the business of any place. 
The effect ofthat sudden call for $12,000,000, with- 


| drawing that amount in notes from the circulation 


merely for the purpose of asking the House to | 


take up the joint resolution, and dispose of it now 
either by passing it or rejecting it. 

Mr. COX. I wil Inot object if we are alowed 
to offer amendments and discuss this matter some- 
what. I have an amendment which I propose to 
offer to the joint resolution. 

Mr.STEVENS. It will take the usual course. 

The SPEAKER. Is thereany objection to the 
reporting of the joint resolution? 

No objection was made. 

Mr. HOOPER, from the Committee of Ways 


and Means, then reported a joint resolution au- 


thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to sellany | 


surplus gold in the Treasury, which was read a | 


first and second time. 

‘The joint resolution authorizes the Secretary 
of the Treasury from time to time, at his discre- 
tion, to sell any gold coin in the Treasury over 


and above the amount which in his opinion may | 


be required by the Government for the payment 


of interest on the public debt, and for other pur- 
poses, 


Mr. HOOPER obtained the floor. 
Mr. COX. With the permission of the gentle- 


man from Massachusetts [ offer the following | 
amendment to come in at the end of the joint res- | 


olution: 


_ Provided, That all sales of goid under this joint resolu- 
ton shall take place in market overt, after notice given, un 
“er such regulations as inay be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Mr. HOOPER. Mr. 


Speaker—— 
Mr. LONG. 


I ask the gentleman from Mas- 


| produced by the accumulation of this amount of 


of the city of New York, was to produce almost 
apanicthere. It operated asa great check on the 
operations of the banks; in fact, it was found im- 


possible to pay that amount promptly at the sub- | 


Treasury, and the sub-Treasurer was obliged to 
grant some facilities—to spread the payment into 
the Treasury over a few days. 

I mention that as an illustration of the effect 


| gold in the sub-Treasury at this time, thus with- 


drawing it from use, and putting it where it can 
not possibly be availed of by the merchants again 


| for several months. The gold is not needed in the 


Treasury. The effect of this resolution would be 


to restore the surplus of gold in the Treasury to 
the channels of trade for the use of the merchants 
of New York and of other parts of the country. I 
think its dmmediate effect would be to prevent 
what I understand to be now going on in New 
York—a ‘corner in gold.”’ 
gold accumulated in the sub-Treasury beyond the 


There is so much | 


reach of the community as to enable parties to | 


buy up the small amounts that are offered for sale, 
thereby forestalling it, and producing what is 
termed in the language of Wall street a,corner in 
gold. I understand thatto be the reason why gold 
has advanced three or four per cent. during a week 


| or two past in the city of New York. 


As to my general opinion of the effect to be pro- 
duced upon our commercial system, | think the 
gentleman will be satisfied from what [ have said 
thatat least some immediate good will be « ffected, 


| and will excuse me for declining at present to ex- 


press any opinion. 
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Mr. COX. Lask the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts whether this large amount of gold in the 
sub-Treasury has been placed there from the pay- 
ment of customs duties or from dé posits? 

Mr. HOOPER. I understand that the aecu- 
mulation has arisen from the payment of duties 
atthe custom-house. On Saturday last the whole 
amount paid for duties in New York was $526,000, 
and of that sum $506,000 was in gold 

Mr. COX. I would ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts what effect the amendment which 
I have offered would have on the bill? Does 
he regard that amendment as prejudicial to the 
Government in its transactions in gold, or will 
he favor that amendment? 

Mr. HOOPER. I should think the effect of 
that amendment would be prejudicial. lt would 
be giving notice beforehand that gold in large 
amounts 1s to be offered for sale, and allow com- 
bination to be made to control the sale and keep 
the gold asa monopoly inthe hands of the wealthy 
brokers and speculators. LI think it would per- 
haps facilitate certain other operations so far ag 
this, that it would be a sort of notice to those gen- 
tlemen I have alluded to before, who propose to 
follow out the suggestion of Mr. Lamarand en- 
able them to guard themselves by the forewarn- 
ing it would give them of the intentions of the 
Secretary. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Iregret very much, Mr. 
Speaker, to be obliged to differ from the majority 
of the Committee of Ways and Means which re- 
ported this resolution; but the consideration which 
I have been able to give to the subject leads me to 
the conclusion that the result of the passage of the 
resolution will be injurious to the interests of the 
Treasury. I am looking to the interests of that 
Department of the Government alone in my ac- 


Itinvolves only a ques- 
tion of finance, only a question of sound commer- 
cial policy. ‘The Secretary of the Treasury has 
now power to buy gold whenever he shall deem 
it necessary. That power was given tohim be 
cause the law authorizing the issue of notes and 
bonds provided that the interest on them should 
be paid in gold. In order to enable him to re- 
deem that obligation it was thought proper to give 
him power, whenever he should find 
to go into the market and buy gold. He has that 
power to an unlimited extent. This resolution 
proposes to give him power to sell gold to the like 
extent; so that, if the resolution shall pass, the 
Secretary of the Treasury will have complete 
power to buy and sell gold whenever he shall think 
yroper. 

I call the attention of gentlemen tothe fact that 
they are clothing the Secretary with enormous 


it necessary, 


| power; that he will be authorized by Jaw to go into 


| whatever. 


' the gold market of the country for whatever 


amount he pleases whenever he pleases. There 
is no good purpose to be accomplished by this res- 
olution, except that stated by the gentleman from 
lowa [Mr. Kasson] yesterday, and by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Hooper] to-day. 
They told us plainly that the purpose was not to 
relieve the Treasury, but to relieve the gold market 
of New York. The premium which could be 
realized from the sale of this gold would afford no 
relief to the Treasury. They do not pretend it. 
They know thatif ten millions were sold the pre- 
mium would scares ly suffice for the expenses of 
the Government forten hours. No interest would 
be saved to the Treasury, for the sale would not 
be made for interest paying bonds, but would be 
made for legal-tender notes, which pay no interest 
They did well, therefore, frankly to 
avow the purpose of this resolution; to state cle arly 
what a moment’s reflection would teach any man, 
that the gold market of New York, not the Treas- 
ury of the United States, is the object of solic itude 
here. ‘T'o relieve it from stringency 1s the only 
good purpose, if that be a good purpose,which can 
be subserved by the passage of the resolution. 

I think I understand the source from which this 
resolution springs. I know the parties who are 
urging it forward. My honorable colleagues on 
the Committee of Ways and Means will under- 
stand that { mean no reflection upon them, their 
motives, or their actions. If statements which I 
entirely credit are to be relied on, privat interests 
are at the bottom of this movement. Persons 
using gold in their transactions laid in a ‘* win- 
ter’s supply’’ lastsummer and fall, when the price 
was low. They have exhausted their supply. 
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They are comp lled to buy. The price is higher | 
now than it was then. They want it to be lower. 
Nota whimper of Government hoarding has been 
ever before heard. Suddenly they discover that 
the Government has $20,000,000 of gold in its 
vaults: that it has hoarded that amount; that the 
Governmentoughtnotto hoard; that if $20,000,000 
or $10,000,000 shall be suddenly brought on the 
marke t the price will fall and they will be able to 
buy at a low fate; and forthwith, upon every con- 
ceivable pretext, they urge the sale of that goid, 
irrespective ofevery other consideration than the 
state of the gold market to-morrow and their own 
interest. } 

We were told yesterday thet great stringency | 
exists in the gold marketin New York because of 
the amount of gold in the Treasury there. How 
much? Eighteen million dollars of gold have 
accumulated in the Treasury, and if Lam not mis- 
taken the returns show there are more than sixty 
million dollars now on depositin New York. So 
less than one third of the amount subject to draft 
for the purposes of business is in the vaults of the 
United States. 

I claim, in the first place, it isnot the duty nor 
is it within the scope of the legitimate operations 
of this Government to control (even though that 
control be exerted for the purpose of relieving) the 
money market of the country. Thatis not within 
the sphere of its proper functions. It ought not 
to become either a ** bull’’ or “ bear.’’ It ought 
notto become a speculator. It ought not to seek 


to control the money market instead of allowing | 


the laws of trade to control it. Itis a trite saying 
that the world is governed too much. The say- 
ing was never more true than to-day. It never 
was applied more truly than to our own country. 
We have abandoned the principles on which the 
Government was founded. 
from all our moorings. 

Mr. BROOKS rose. 

Mr. PENDLETON. 
if he desires it. 

Mr. BROOKS. 
done. 

Mr. PENDLETON. No, sir. There are 
$18,000,000 of gold in the Treasury at New York. 
‘There is the residue of $60,000,000 there to per- | 
form the ordinary and legitimate duties of gold in 
that market. Can it be thatthe retention of that 
amount in the Treasury fora few days, and it will 
be anly for a few days, will so derange the gold | 
market of New York that, in order to restore its 
normal condition, this great power must be given 
to the Seerctary of the Treasury? 


Mr. MALLORY. Will the gentleman yield 


I yield to the gentleman, 


I thought the gentleman was | 


to me for a moment? | 


Mr. PENDLETON. With pleasure. 

Mr. MALLORY. I inquire, with the consent 
of my colleague on the Committee of Ways and 
Means, whether anybody knows what is the de- 
sire of the Secretary of the Treasury on this sub- 
ject? He has not communicated to that committee 
‘or to this Congress any information as to the pro- 
priety of conferring upon him this additional 
power for selling gold in the market of the coun- 
try. He applied for the power to buy gold to pay 
the interest on the public debt. Now, when itis 
proposed to confer upon him this extraordinary 

ower, he has never applied to the Committee of 

Vays and Means or to this House for any such 
purpose. [fc has never informed us that the grant- 
ing of that power would be beneficent or not. I 
submit whether it is proper to confer upon the 
Sceretary of the Treasury the power to sell gold, 
he already having the power to buy gold, and go 
into the murketof New York and becomea* bull”’ 
or * bear’? to raise or lower the price of gold, at 
his discretion, without his calling upon the House? | 

Mr. DUMONT rose. 

Mr. PENDLETON, If the gentleman from 
Indiana desires to propound a question to me or 
to any member of the committee, or to answer the 
question of the gentleman from Kentucky, I will 
yield to him with pleasure; otherwise I cannot. 
Tam not able to answer the question propounded 
by the gentleman from Kentucky. If “y of my 
colleagues on the Committee of Ways and Means 
ure prepared to give a categorical answer as to 
whether or not the Secretary of the Treasury de- 
sires this bill to pass, or whether he has recom- 
mended it, | will give way that they may make 
the answer. 


Mr. MALLORY. 





I am very certain that no 


We have cut loose | 


higher rate, 


member of the Committee of Ways and Means | 


is authorized to give a categorical answer. 1 
merely wished to announce the fact that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury has not applied for this 
powcr, 

Mr. PENDLETON. Mr. Speaker, I resume 
the line of my argument. Iam prepared to say, 
sir, that even if the result of this bill would be to 


relieve the money marketin New York; if the very | 


object which the gentleman from lowa and the 
gentleman from Massachusetts announce as the 
ove only beneficial object to be accomplished by it 
could be attained by its passage, I should, never- 
theless, be unwilling that the Government of the 


United States should undertake to accomplish it; | 


and above all I would be unwilling to intrust the 


operations of the Government in this delicate mat- | 


ter to the head of any Department. [have nothing 
to say unkind or derogatory of the distinguished 
gentleman now Secretary of the Treasury. I 
would not say an unkind word of him, as | have 
certainly no unkind thought of him. 
his ability and his integrity. 
not apply personally to him, but to all men alike. 


I recognize | 


What I say does | 


1 would not intrust to any officer of this Govern- | 


ment the power of buying and selling gold, and 


thus enable him at his pleasure to raise or de- | 


press the market. 

1 would not put it in the power of any man to 
control speculations, toexhibit favoritism, to re- 
ward personal service, orto wreak personal hatred, 
as might be done under the operation of this bill, 
if the Secretary of the Treasury were so disposed. 
Itis only necessary for him to throw a few million 
dollars upon the gold market, and immediately 
the price goesdown. Itis only necessary to buy 


up afew million dollars for the payment of in- | 


terest upon our obligations, and immediately the 
price rise 8S. 
these muvements will be made to realize fortunes. 


to insure the complete bankruptcy of thousands 
of citizens. 


Mr. HOOPER. 
tleman whether the Secretary of the Treasury has 
not the same power in disposing of bonds, and to 
a much greater extent? 

Mr. PENDLETON. He has great power in 
that respect—quite as much as any Secretary 
ought to have—but the disposal of bonds will not 


I wish to inquire of the gen- | 


affect the market nearly so much, or so suddenly, | 


as the disposal or purchase of gold will. The gen- 
tleman knows this far better than I. He could 
illustrate and account for it more accurately and 
more easily than I could. 

But, Mr. Speaker, another objection I have to 


this resolution is, that if this money is now sold | 


by the Secretary of the Treasury, before ninety 
days he will be buying it back, and at a much 


Treasury in New York $18,907,218 in gold. I 
think upon that day, perhaps, some five hundred 
thousand dollars were added to the amount, and 
by next Saturday the Secretary of the Treasury 


_ supposes he will have more than twenty-one mil- 


| is now in it. 


lion dollars of gold. This resolution proposes to 
allow him to sell of that amount so much as he 
thinks is not needed by the Government. 
shall he sell it? 
lieve the market in New York! Now, on the 
19h of February—to-morrow—the Secretary is 
obliged to pay, and pay chiefly in New York, 
$1,906,000 in gold, for interest upon the seven- 
thirty notes; on the 4th of March, scarcely 
more than a week, he is obliged to pay $851,640 


Last Saturday there was in the | 


Why | 


The gentleman tells us, to re- | 


in gold; on the Ist of April, six weeks from | 


this time, he is obliged to pay for the same object 
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es 


They attribute to the possession of that gold al} 


our misfortunes and disasters. They thinkk it not 
only affects exchanges and the market, but that it 
affects military movements, and I expect before 
we close this debate to hear that we must sel] our 
gold—these eighteen milllon—in order to in wg. 
urate **a more vigorous prosecution of the war,” 
and ‘* to crush this wicked rebellion.’ 
Gentlemen will doubtless reply that the r ceipts 
from customs, which must be paid in gold, wi)| 
furnish an abundant supply, will speedily fill the 
vacuum created by the sale. The duties are not 
paid entirely in gold. They may be paid in de- 
mand notes. Some of those notes are stil] out. 
standing; I do not now remember how many, 


| The amount is not very large; but whatever that 


amount is, it will be used for this purpose. It ig 
certainly unwise to rely too confidently on a sup- 
ply from so uncertaina source. Importations may 

e checked by many causes. If they should be 
checked, the supply of gold will be reduced or en- 
tirely cut off. But we have the estimates of the 
Secretary of the Treasury himself. He tells us 
in his report that he estimates the receipts from 
customs—gold and demand notes both—for the 
current year, at $72,562,018 42, while the interest 
on the public debt is only $59,164,136 38. This 
latter amount is obviously liable to be increased 
by the large amount of interest-paying bonds 
which are being issued. The balance in favor of 
the Government is thus $13,377,782 04. How 
much of this balance will be in demand notes, | 


| am notable now to state with reasonable accuracy, 


Some portion of it certainly will be. At best, then, 
even if the estimates, always liberal, shail prove 


| In this instance correct, the balance will not be so 
| large as the smallest sum which I have yet heard 


| tion shall pass. 
It is only necessary to have them made arbitrarily || 


|| suggested as the amount which the Secretary 
It is only necessary to know when || 


might feel himself at liberty to sell if this resolu- 
But for the next fiscal year the 
receipts from customs are estimated at $70,000,000, 
while the interest on the public debt for the same 
period is estimated at $85,000,000, thus showing 
adeficiency during the year of gold of $15,000,000; 


| that is to say, immediately after the close of this 


fiscal year, the Ist day of July next, the neces- 
sary drain upon the Treasury of gold will be larger 
than the supply, and a ickceens., apparent im- 
mediately, will increase constantly till it reaches 
the sum of $15,000,000. Gentlemen who propose, 
in the face of these estimates, to deplete the 


| Treasury, must not wonder tha® [ predict that the 


Secretary will in that case be compelled to pur- 


| case gold; and that, too, at an enhanced rate. 


But, sir, there is another phase of this question 


| to which I desire to call the attention of the House, 


and it is this: it is proposed that the Government 
shall go into the market with the gold which we 
have compelled the people to pay for customs, and 
buy up at adepreciation of fifty or sixty cents its 


|| own notes, which we compelled the people to take 


at their par of gold. It is proposed to go into the 
market with this gold, and purchase ata reduced 
price the currency which the Government put upon 


| the market and compelled its citizens, to take as 


gold. When these legal-tender notes Were issued 
we were told that they were money. ‘The Gov- 


ernmentof the United States impressed upon them 


as far as it could thatquality. Citizens were com- 


| pelled to take them in the discharge of obligations 


| instead of paper. 


$3,165,973 50; on the Ist of May he must pay |! 


for the same purpose $14,245,141 33; and on the 
Ist of July, for the same purpose, he must pay 
$3,432,282 37; in all $23,60],943 30. 

Thus it appears that within the next four 
months legitimately, and without this power to 
sell, there must be paid out of the Treasury an 


amount of gold greater by $5,000,000 than there | 


And yet gentlemen tell us it is 
unsafe, injudicious, and unwise to keep in the 


Treasury the $18,000,000 which are now there | 


and which we are obliged to pay out within four 


months to redeem our plighted faith. Yet gentle- 


meu ure actually grieving over the amountof gold | 


which we have, and are contriving plans to get 
rid of it. It is a burden to them; it oppresses 
them by day and haunts their dreams by night. 


| in his own private affairs. 


to pay ingold. They were compelled to take them 
in discharge of private contracts, in payment of 


| debts and in paymentofjudgments, where the judg- 


ment or the contract was that gold should be paid 
And now gentlemen propose 
that the Government, acknowledging that its credit 
is below par, acknowledging that its promises lo 
pay are not worth the money promise d,acknowl- 


edging its own discredit, shall sell this gold for 


its own legal-tender notes at a depreciated rate. 
Surely, sir, thatis a transaction in which we ought 
not to engage. No honorable man would do 80 
We cannot shut our 
eyes to the facts thatthe paper money of the Uni- 
ted States isnot equal togold; but that is no rea- 


| son why we should traffic in our own discredit, 


' the notes which it forced them to ta 


why we should make a profit out of our dishonor. 
I think that nothing could so endanger the credit 
of the Government, nothing so tarnish its good 
faith, nothing could so dishonor it, as to go now 
into the market with gold which it has forced the 
citizens of the country to pay to buy atadiscount 

ke as of equal 


value with gold. 
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But, sir, 1 go further. While I believe that the 
immediate ¢ ffect of this resolution will be to bring 
down the price of gold; while I believe that the 
throwing of a few millions of gold upon the mar- 
ket will immediate ly cause the price to decline, 
just as the withdrawal of a few millions would 
‘ause it to rise, yet I believe that it will be a step 
fat 11 to the credit of the country. What will the 
ondholders of this country at home and abroad 
think of our financial skill and ability when they 
eee that we so readily part with that which is the 
only basis of our credit, which alone enables us 
to fulfill our obligations, without which we cannot 
nay the interest on our debts as we have agreed 


or 3h? 
yl 


oo ne 
~ Why, sir, there is nothing which will give the 
Government of the United States more credit than 
the assured fact that it has in its vaults all the 
time ready for use, not subject to contingencies, 
coin to pay the interest on the public debt, and as 
much more as it is possible to get there to redeem 
the debt when it falls due. It will give the Gov- 
ernment credit. It will bring up Government 
notes to a closer proximity to gold. It, in my 
judgment, will give more credit to the Govern- 
ment than anything which is to result from the 
petty expedient of reducing the nominal price of 
gold in the market of New York three, five, or 
even ten cents in the next few days. 

in any view, therefore, in which [can look at 
this question, whether as a financial operation, as 
a matter of good faith, as a means of replenishing 
the Treasury, or as an attempt by the Govern- 
ment to regulate the money markets of the coun- 
try rather than leave them to the legitimate oper- 
ations of trade, in any aspect it seems to me 
that the passage of this resolution must be dis- 
astrous. 

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, I must be ex- 
cused for indulging in a few remarks upon this 
question, which is one of great importance, be- 
cause it immediately concerns a large number of 
persons whom ] and other gentlemen from the 
city of New York represent upon this floor. 

We have arrived at last ata crisis in our mon- 
etary and commercial affairs which every wise 
man has foreseen, and that is the period when, 
from the expansion of our paper currency, our 


imports largely exceed our exports; and the con- | 


sequence 1s from there being in use two species 
of currency, a cheap paper currency for the peo- 
ple, and a dear ‘specie currency for the Govern- 
ment, so that large sums in specie are accumu- 
lating in the custom-house in New York. In 
other words, we have money so cheap and so 
plenty that consumption has become enormous, 
aud extravagance universal. Hence we have 
now become tributary to European nations for 
all those luxuries that we consume so largely; 
and payment for them has to be made in that 
eurrency which those nations accept, and that is 
gold. 

A glance at the custom-house statistics will 
bring home this consideration forcibly to the mind 
of every person. Our increase in imports for the 
lastseven months has been $13,702,251, while our 
decrease in exports has been $17,933,209. The 
imports in January were $18,907,000, payable in 
gold, equivalent to $30,060,000 in currency; while 
our exports were only about eight millions’ worth 
In gold, equivalent to $12,150,000 in currency; 
making a difference between imports and exports 
none month of about eighteen millions in cur- 
rency. The tide of trade is turned against us. 
We are becoming tributary as we were in 1836 to 
ali the European nations for the luxuries which 
we buy from them, if not for some of the neces- 
Saries of life. I myself have seen imported into 
the city of New York hampers of potatoes from 
Normandy, in France, and many of us have seen 
that large quantities of grain have been imported 
Into this great grain-producing country from the 
Baltic and Black sea, in consequence of an ex- 
cess of paper money, in 1836-37. ° 

Where money becomes of little value from a 
paper inflation, the productions of all countries 
will be eagerly sought and consumed. Hence 
we have become so extravagant in this country 
from this over-production of paper money that 
the agriculturist can hardly afford to till his farm; 
the workman has hardly an inducement to labor, 

verybody is being tempted to speculate, and is 
ecoming rich, so that now the agriculturists are 
eserting their forms and firesides and are over- 


populating ourcities. Chicago, Cincinnati, Phil- 
adelphia, New York, and Boston, are overrun 
with people. There are not now in the city of 
New York tenements enough to accommodate the 
numbers crowding into it 


all parts for the 
ties are full, and 
the country is being more or less abandoned. 


from 
purpose of speculating. The ci 

In this crisis of the currency there appears, to 
my utter astonishment, a proposition here to cut 
loose from the only anchor which society has, 
that is, the gold basis, by selling out gold asa 
speculation in the What was the 
icy of General Jackson and of his party in 1836, 
when the speculation was somewhat like that of 
the present day? Then citizens of New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, and of the whole country 
were buying up lands in Illinois, Indiana, Wis- 
consin, lowa,and Minnesota. Some constituents 
of mine owned at that time not only counties but 
almost whole States in the West. That illustri- 
ous man, and those by whom he was surrounded, 
instead of adopting what is here now proposed, 
instead of cutting loose from the specie basis, at 


customs. nol- 





once issued the specie circular, assumed the re- 
sponsibility, and ordered all payments for the pub- 
lic lands to bein specie alone, and thereby arrested 
that enormous spéculation at once. 

It has been said with great truth that there isa 


| scarcity in gold, oran increase in the price of gold, 


in New York. Letitbeso. Inone sense it will 


| prove a benefit if it will only help to stop importa- 


tions. The curse of the country now is exces- 


| Sive importation—importation of silks and satins 


and wines, tapestries and cashmere shawls, and 


luxuries of all Kinds. Never was a people so 


| extravagantas is the people of this country at this 


moment; and if gold will only rise high enough 
to stop all these importations, it will be the greatest 
blessing that can possibly be conferred on the 
country. 

Mr. LONG. Will the gentleman from New 
York allow me to propose a substitute? 

Mr. BROOKS. j 

Mr. LONG. It is to strike out all after the 
words ‘* resolved, &c.,’’ and insert: 


Certainly. 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized and re 
quired to use, trom time to time, any surplus of gold in the 
‘Treasury of the United States in the payment of the so! 
diers in the field, and thatin making such pxyments he shall 
use such precaution that ina series of months the amount 
of gold so used be distributed proportioualiy among the 
different divisions of the Army. 


Mr. BROOKS. It strikes me, too, that the 
Committee of Ways and Means has overlooked 
that important act of Congress passed on the 25th 
of February, 1862, to authorize the issue of United 


| States notes and for the collection and funding 


thereof, and for funding the floating debt of the 
United States. 

Section five of this act reads as follows: 

“That all duties upon imported goods shall be paid in 
coin, or in notes payable on demand heretotore authorized 
to be issued and by law reecivable in payment of publie 
dues, and the coin so paid sua tn he set apart as a special 


fund, and sua be applied as follows: 


** First, to the payment in coin of the interest on the bonds 
and notes of the United States. Second, to the purchase or 
payment of one per cent. of the entire debts of the United 
States, to be made within each fiscal year after the 18th 
day of February, 1862, which is to be set apart as a sinking 
fund, and the interest of which shall in like manner be 
applied to the payment or purchase of the public debt as 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall from time to time di 
rect.” 

Mr. Speaker, the public faith, therefore, under 
this act is pledged solemnly that the coin shall be 
reserved exclusively to pay the Interest on the 
public debt or tocreate this sinking fund. There 
is the public record. There it is written, and it 
cannot be rot over without an utter violation of 
the public faith. There is no stab so great, there 
is no damage so great to the Government of the 
United States as in the slightest manner whatso- 
ever to affect the public credit. 

[ stand not upon my record; | stand upon the 


record of the preceding Congress; and in behalf 


| of the public creditor, and in behalfof those who 


| States. 


upon the solemn pledge of the country have taken 
the public bonds, I forbid, as far as it is in my 
power by my vote, the violation of that r 
and that public faith there recorded. If th 
retary of the Treasury has more gold tha 
knows what to do with let him apply it to the 
payment of one per cent. of the debt of the Unit d 
Let him create the sinking fund there pro- 
vided, Lethim diminish the publicdebt. There 
is the way to get rid of the coin, and not in the 


cord 
@ 
Pete 
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1 


| money market. 
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way proposed by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Or if he cannot or will not do better, let 
him anticipate the July interest by act of Con- 
gress, if he has not the power now, which will 
take from the sub-Treasury the excess of gold now 


complained of. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, if there were no other than 
the mere political objection, if you choose so to 
eall it, it would be sufficient to my mind. It is 
the worst policy, it is the most danggrous and 
alarming of measures, to clothe any man with 
enormous power over the currency of the coun- 
try. The President of the U 


try nited States now has 
in his right : 


hand the sword, and through the S 
retary of the Treasury he has in his | 
purse; and therefore ‘stands complet y the im- 
personation of despotism. If he chooses to « x 
ercise that power, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury can now create, manufacture, and dispose 
$1,000,000,000 of paper money. It is now pro- 
posed to give him the whole control of the oi ld 
of the country. I never before heard a proposi- 
tion so astounding, that the Secre tary of the Treas- 
ury shall throw himself into the bedlam of New 
York and among the * bulls’’ and “ bears”? of its 


ett hand the 
| 


I have the greatest re spect for 
the Secretary of the Treasury. I served in Con 
gress with him several years ago, and observed 
his public acts. I believe him to be an honest 
man; but [ say now, more rigorously than | did 
the other day, | never in my whole political life 
saw aman so surrounded with thieves aud rob- 
bers in every part of the country as the ! 

tary of the Treasury. I instanced the case of the 
maker of the public money, Spencer M. Clarke, 
and I am amazed that the otherside of the Llouse 
has not called for a committee of investigation on 
the subject. Tean go on and name a dozen of 


See. 


men, standing high in the Republican ns well as 
in the Democratic party, that neither a Repub- 
lican nor a Democrat would trust with the 
rangement of his own private affairs, 

Yet we now propose togive the Secretary of the 
Treasury the power over the gold market of the 
country, to buy at will, to speculate at will. His 
every breath is be a breath of gold; his every 
movement is to F@a movement of gold; and it will 
be worth while to see with whom he talks and to 
speculate upon his action. The whole property 
of the country 1s to be placed in the hands of one 
man,and that man the Secretary of the Treasur y. 
tle isto be clothe d with the whole power over 
the currency of the country. It strikes me as a 
monstrous proposition from the beginning to the 
end. 


ar- 


I know the pressure brought to bear upon hon- 
orable gentlemen on the other side. A pressure 
has been made upon me by my constituents. I 


| know some of them will disapprove of the remarks 


[ make to-day, but in four months hence they will 
think differently and indorse every word I say. 

I implore you then, gentlemen of every polit- 
ical party, to hold fast as you can to the specie 
basis. Throw not open the gold market and let 
not gold rush through the sluice-ways to Europe, 
as it will under this resolution, Let there be, at 
least, a gold dollar to stand upon as a pledge for 
action hereafter, in that better day when the coun- 
try will resume specie payment and paper vanish 
as into thin air. 

ENROLLMENT BILL. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I desire to make a report from the com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the enrollment bill. I send 
the report to the Clerk’s table, and when it shall 
have been read I will make some explanations in 
regard to it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed by the 
Clerk that the papers are now in the possession 
of the Senate, and according to practice a con- 
ference re port cannot be made until the papersare 
returned to this H suse, 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
here. | withdraw the 
SALE OF GOLD BY THE GOVERNMENT 

Mr. GARFIELD. [| propose to detain 


Llouse but a few moments on the question before 


I supposed the papers were 


report 
report, 2 


-AGAIN. 


tne 


it, as all | wish to do is to state, as it seems to me, 
as clearly as possible, conditions of the proposi- 
tion as they exist in the resolution, 

By the present law gold can come into the Treas- 
ury of the United States through the customs and 
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the various @ther avenues by which it reaches the 


Tre ury. But there is only one venue by which 
ltr ; out, namely, the payment ot the interest 
onthe public debt. There was in the Ireasury 
on Saturday | 618,900,000 in gold. Thatgold 
ie coming in at the rate of four and five hundred 
thousand dollars aday. Take it at the lowest 


estimate, and we are having $400,000 of gold paid 
into the ‘Treasury j If this rate con- 
tinny until the Ist of July next, we will have 
$74,107,213 in gold. 
Mr. BOUTWELL. 


every day. 


I wish to ask the gentle- 


man whether the Secretary of the Treasury, in | 


his estimate of the receipts and expenditures for 
the fiseal year 1864-65, does not show that our 
Interest account, which is to be met by the pay- 
mentof specie, will exceed $85,000,000, while our 


receipts through the custom-house will amountto | 


but $70,000,000, showing a deficiency for the fis- 
cal year 1864-65 of $15,000,000? 

Mr. GARFIELD. j should have answered 
the gentleman in my nextsentence had he notin- 
terrupted me. The Secretary of the Treasury re- 
ports that there will become due at various periods, 


ending with the Istof July next, $23,601,943, to | 
is every dollar of coin |} 


he pad mn wold, That , 
which the Tre asury of the United States is oblige d 
topayup tothat period, Now, there will remain 
asurplus in the Treasury of the United States, 
on the basis of the present receipts—and the re- 
ceipts have greatly exceeded the estimates—on 
the Ist of July next, of $50,505,270 In rold, and 
there-is no law of the United States, according to 
the present practice of the Government, for the 
paymentordisposition of that $50,000,000 of gold. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. 1 desire to ask the 
gentleman upon what basis, or upon what data 
he estimates the reecipts of evold from the custom- 
house, or any other sources, up to the Ist of July 
nextr 

Mr. GARFIELD. The estimates are based 
upon what we have been receiving for several 
months past, and the fact that the months imme- 
diately to come are always better than the winter 
months. [base the estimates upon what we have 
been receiving from day to day for many weeks. 
‘These estimates may be too lange, but that would 
not alter the principle involved, 
there will be a surplus. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Has the gentle- 
man averaged the daily receipts of gold from that 
source for the last three months? 

Mr. GARFIELD. IT have not. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. $I have. 

Mr. GARFIELD.  Isay, then, that by taking 
the average, or a sum rather below the present 
average—and we have every indication that the 


No one doubts | 


average will rather increase than decrease in the | 


coming months—we shall have onthe Ist of July 
$50,500,000 of gold in the Treasury, with no law 
for paying itout. Now what is the result? There 
are probably, according to the estimates of gen- 
tlemen, scattered through the country in the feet 
of old stockings, locked up in trunks, put away 
in bureaus, laid away under the heads of beds, 
and in the vaults of banks, $200,000,000 of gold, 
I suspect that to be a large estimate, from all I 
can gather from the statements of trade. 

Now, sir, on the Ist day of July next one 
quarter of all the gold in the United States will be 
locked up in the vaults of the United States Treas- 
ury and lying there as dead matter, Every dol- 
lar that goes in there leaves the amount in cirecu- 
lation less, raises the price of gold, disturbs the 
market, and disgraces our credit, and yet because 
itis locked up in the Treasury and we will not 
pass a law under which it may go out, our credit 
shallthus go down and down, furtherand further, 
as Mr. Lamar and his coadjutors in the rebel 
States desire it shall go down, and as his coadju- 
tors in the northern States seem to desire it shall 
godown. They are talking inthe most anxious 
manner here—witness the lastspeech to which we 
have listencd—of returning toa specie basis. Do 
not gendemen upon this floor know that no great 
war was ever waged in modern times with specie ? 
Jt is one of the settled and inevitable laws of trade 
that great wars must be conducted with a paper 
currency and not with gold. 

Now, why do we ask that this great amount of 
apital shall be, from time to time, liberated upon 
the market? For the best reason in the world 
Generally | would not interfere with the laws of 


trade; they are as immutable as the laws of na- | 


ture, the laws of the universe; but | would now 
interfere with them because they are not in a nat- 
ural and normal condition; they are in a condi- 
tion superinduced by the necessities of war, and 
it is to counteract this abnormal state of trade 
that we are disposed to let loose this gold so as 
to keep up the creditof the Government. What 
has so changed the character of gold? Now it 
is hardly to be called the representative of value, 
of money; it is almost a commodity; it is fast be- 
coming a commodity instead of a medium of ex- 
change; and ifthe war continues very much longer, 
it will be merely a commodity and not a circula- 


| ting medium. It is well known that when paper 


currency must and does come into use it expels 
gold; its natural tendency is to expel gold, just as 
in nature the softer element expels and drives out 


the harder; just as water wears away stone, So | 
will a lighter and more valueless currency always 


drive out the precious metals. Our gold is scat- 
tered over the border, driven to Canada, sent 


abroad, and the amount actually in use for the | 
business of the country is so small that if we re- || 


duce it by locking up $50,000,000 in the vaults of 
the Treasury of the United States, we shall create 
a panic to such an extent as to ruin the business 
of the country. ° 


The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Lone] has of- 


fered an amendment that this surplus shall be || 


paid to the soldiers in the field. [remember some 
of the political capital attempted to be made upon 
the other side of the House on the subject of pay- 


ing sailors and soldiers in coin, and lt remember || 


that remark which was made, and which what 


I sce in the galleries this morning almost pro- | 


hibits me from repeating, buc a sense of justice 


“requires that I should remind gentlemen of it. It 


was charged on the other side of the House that 
if we did not pay our sailors and soldiers in gold 
their wives would become prostitutes. I stood here 


} asa man abashed; I stood amazed and ashamed 
| that [belonged to a body in which such an utter- 


ance could be made about the loyal women of this 
country. 


Every gentleman upon this floor knows well 


| price of gold should be maintained. 


that it is impossible now to return to a specie ba- | 


sis. 
tion of the country knows that it is impossible, 
without utter prostration and ruin, to attempt to 
return to a specie basis at this time. 
us then to use the gold that we have to keep up 
the credit of the country, and not to destroy it; 


Every man who has looked into the condi- | 


It becomes 


and I do not propose to be deterred by references | 


to all these laws and resolutions that have been 
passed hitherto in regard to the policy of the 
country. 

Iam not undersuch unfortunate circumstances 


| as the gentleman from New York (Mr. Brooks] 


who has just spoken. Lam under no pressure 
from any quarter, from any particular source, 
from any particular person. | am under no in- 
structions from any man, in office or out of office, 
how to vote, think, or act upon this subject. 
They have not honored me with that pressure, 
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\| are engaged. 


| or the right to call for gold. 


and | am therefore free to act as it seems to me | 


the pressure of the country_and its interests re- 
quire; and I ask gentlemen now whether they are 


willing to help to carry out the scheme of Lamar, | 


of Georgia, to help to reduce, reduce, reduce the 
value of our paper currency until we shall be 
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not allow myself to identify it in any way with 
politics. I feel constrained to regard itas having 
special reference to the traffic in gold that is goine 
on in the country, and to the speculations in all 
commodities thatare now so rife. While the prop- 
osition has not come, as I understand, from the 
Secretary of the Treasury,and while we are only 
acting on the belief that it would be satisfactory 
to him to have such power confided to him, stjj| 
I have no doubt that he regards this question 
as one appealing with all its strength to every in- 
dividual in the community precisely in the same 
way as it appeals to himself. 

The speculations going on in the city of New 
York at this moment are not by any means con- 
fined to gold or to any single article. They apply 
to every article connected with the industrial en- 
terprises of the country. The maintaining of the 
present high price of gold is absolutely indispens- 
able to the success of these various enterprises, 
Hence the speculators of the whole seaboard are 
interested in maintaining the price of gold in spe- 
cial connection with the operations in which they 
Apart from these enterprises is the 
speculation in gold itself. The operations in gold 


| are not confined to the mere purchases necessary 


to pay custom duties, nor to the amount necessary 
to pay for our importations. Gold has become 
necessary every day, to the extent of hundreds of 


| thousands of dollars, for the purpose of liquidating 


transactions of a peculiar kind which take place 
in the city of New York, not only for the account 
of our citizens, but for the account of citizens of 
neighboring cities and all over the United States, 
It is necessary for these speculators that the high 
The Gov- 
ernment, however, finds itself in the attitude of 
actually sustaining the price of gold, while all its 
interests are directly on the opposite side. It is 
receiving gold to the extent of three or four or five 
hundred thousand dollars daily. Hence the vol- 
ume of gold in the city of New York is diminish- 
ing every day. The banks hoid on to their re- 
serve with the utmost tenacity, and it is notatall 
likely that that reserve will be seriously dimin- 
ished, no matter at what prices gold may range 
for the next six months. There is, therefore, but 
a certain amount of gold in the market to subserve 
not only the purpose of exports and the purposes 
of the independent Treasury, but also all those va- 
rious purposes connected with transactions grow- 
ing out of large operations in exehange. Tlie cx- 
change drawer is compelled to go into market and 
buy gold, as against bills, by a species of traffic 
known in New York as the right to deliver gold 
When the contract 
is for thirty days or for sixty days, one party or 
the other 1s compelled to hedge, as against his 
operation, bya positive purchase. ‘These trans- 
actions in gold have prevailed over twoand a half 
years. Hence the operations daily taking place, 
not only in the stock exchange of New York, 
which are but an infinitesimal portion of those 
that take place every day, but in the streets and in 
the hotels at night. 

This House willat once perceive thatthe amount 


_of gold necessary for the daily transactions in 


ruined as the confederacy is being ruined in its || 


finances rather than its battles. 


There are two elements which decide the ques- | 


tion of war. 


One is military, the other is finan- 
cial, 


The man who can destroy the finances of 
a country can ruin itas much as he whodestroys 
itsarmy. It becomes us, therefore, while we re- 
plenish our armies on the one hand, to maintain 
the credit of the Treasury on the other. For that 
purpose I believe this measure is wise. I know 


it ought to be guarded; and any amendment that | 


vill make it the more carefully worded, and that 
will protect it from all chances of fraud or corrup- 
tion on the part of Government officials | will be 
glad to vote for. But Iam unwilling that we 
should break down the purpose of the resolution, 


New York is so large that if gold is continued to 
be hoarded by the Government the advance in its 
price will be maintained just in proportion as the 
volume diminishes, and everything else whose 
value depends upon the price of gold will advance 
in price as a logical consequence. 

Now, sir, [ contend that if the Secretary of 
the Treasury did not ask for the passage of this 


_ resolution it may be perhaps for the reason that 


he supposed this House would of itself appreciate 
its importance and positively direct him to do this 
thing. This bill looks to a sale of gold, the ex- 


| cess of what he may have over and above tie 


necessities of the Government. ‘Those necessi- 


| ties are clearly and distinctly defined. Weknow 


what they are, and, in my judgment, it Is per- 


| feetly clear this House ought to move with great 


and lock up this money, on the old idea that money | 


locked in vaults is as good as money in circula- 
tion, 

Mr. STEBBINS. Tregret, Mr. Speaker, that 
I cannot acquiesce in the views expressed by my 
colleague [Mr. Brooks] or by the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Penpveron] on this subject. I 


regard this purely as a business question. Ican- | 


unanimity and ask the Secretary of the Treasury 
not to permit an artificial state of things to take 
place so that the volume of gold shall not be so 
reduced as that these innumerable contracts can- 
not be fulfilled except by daily advancing the 
price of gold, and so advancing the necessaries of 
life and everything in which the country 1s di- 
rectly or indirectly interested. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been urged by the gentle- 


| man from Ohio, [Mr. Penpieton,] and also by 
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Woop,] that this is conferring extraordinary 
sowers upon the Secretary of the Treasury. Sir, 

the powers which have been conceded to the Sec- 
: 


a half everywhere in this House will be acknowl- 
edged to be large, broad, and general. Yet, sir, 
these ecntlemen admit that he has not up to this 
period manifested the slightest disposition to use 
these powers to the prejudice of the Union, in 


which declaration I most entirely and cordially | 


coneur. I think we have good reason to suppose 
that he will not exercise this power except in one 
direction—and I ask the House to look at it care- 
fully for one moment—and that direction in all 
respects in favor of the people and the nation, and 
cannot be used by any possibility in the opposite 
direction. ay 

Mr. Speaker, this is a power to sell, it is nota 
power to purchase, although the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. PenpLeTon]} called the attention of the 
House to the fact that by a law of the last session 
he has the power to buy. It is more to the in- 


“terest of the Secretary of the Treasury to avoid | 
the purchase of gold; more to his interest to bring || 


about a reduction in the price of gold, and all 


the energies of his administration have no doubt || 


been leveled in that direction for a long course of 
time. 

I] cannot say that I agree with him in the policy 
he has adopted. If 1 had been in the last Con- 
gress, and had the power to cast a vote, I would 
have voted against the legal tender. Ido not be- 
lieve in it. 
find the principle established and deemed abso- 
lutely essential to the prosecution of the war—that 
is, the principle of paper money. I recognize it 


and regard it as entitled to everything I can do for | 


it; and I feel it to be the duty of every individ- 


ual member of this House to do everything to || 


strengthen the Treasury and not to do anything 
to weaken it. 
may at a later day revolutionize it; but | appeal 
to the House whether it is not our solemn duty 
to clothe the Secretary of the Treasury with ad- 
ditional power to enable him to get along with the 
onerous and responsible duty imposed upon him. 
I therefore shall not hesitate to record my vote for 
the resolution reported from the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. BOUTWELL. Mr. Speaker, as a general 


principle, the safe way of legislation is to follow || 


the reports of committees. The question before 


the House is of such importance that I feel justi- | 
fied in expressing an opinion which is ina degree | 


the result of the opportunity T have had to know 
something of the financial affairs of the Govern- 
ment and to draw certain conclusions concerning 
the financial interests of the country. 
that the security of the country is in the preserva- 
tion of the public credit. ELowever successful we 
may be, within the limits of the most sanguine, in 
military affairs, if the credit of the Government 
is destroyed we cannot prosecute this contest to 
a successful termination. 
The first great measure on which public credit 
rests is the economy of those intrusted with the 
guardianship of the Treasury; next to that the 
holding of public officers to a rigid accountabil- 
ity; and next in taxation and judicious legisla- 


tion to provide means for the payment of the in- | 


terest on the public debt. We must, moreover, 
pursue a policy which shall render it reasonably 
certain in the public estimation that the principal 
is ultimately to be paid. The national creditors 
believe that the 
tion, sanctioned by public opinion, that the in- 
terest of the public debt is to be paid in specie. 
We have, as we are told by the Committee of 
Ways and Means, or are to have on the Ist of 
July next, a surplus of $11,000,000 of coin in the 
Treasury of the United States. 

I do not at all concur in the conclusion reached 
by the gentleman from Ohio, {[Mr. Garrie.p,] 
that because we have received $500,000 on one day 


or on each of two days, that therefore itis reason- | 


able to estimate that during the next four months, 
or during the next sixteen months, the same sum 


ite colleague from New York, [Mr. Fernanno 


Yet IL come into this Congress and , 


We may oppose the principle, and | 


I think | 


have a guarantee in past legisla- | 


| 


ceipts for weeks and months, or even for an 
entre year, 
Now, it appears from the report of the Secre- 


| tary of the ‘Treasury that the estimate of receipts 
retary of the Treasury for the last two yearsand || 


of gold for the fiscal year 1864-65 is $70,000,000. 


| On the other hand we have to provide, for the pay- 





| hand on the Ist of July next. 
| of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Garrrexp] be | 
correct, the $11,000,000 anticipated surplus will |! 
| enable the merchants to pay their custom-house | 





mentof interest on the public debt during the fiscal 


year 1864-65, $85,000,000 in specie. According 


| to the statement made this morning there will be 


a surplus of gold on the Ist day of July next of 
$11,000,000. To that surplus add the estimated 


receipts for the fiscal year 1864-65, and we have | 


anaggregate of $81,000,000—showing adeficiency 
on the Ist of July, 1865, of $4,000,000. It isnow 
proposed to sell the temporary surplus of specie 
which we now have or which we are to have on 


duties for twenty-twodays,and nomore. When 
that sum is exhausted they must go into the mar- 


| ket and purchase specie at such rates as may be 
| demanded. 


And if it should happen after we have sold the 
gold on hand that the receipts at the custom-house 
do not meet the estimates of the gentleman from 
Ohio, and that we are obliged to go into the mar- 
ket and purchase fifteen millions of specie in order 
to meet the interest for the fiscal year 1864-65, what 


| do you think will be the effect upon the credit of 


the Government? Instead of gold selling at a 


If the estimates | 


premium of sixty per cent., itis more likely to | 
sell at a premium of one hundred or two hundred | 


per cent. Thus you impair the credit of the 
country at once. And with all deference to the 


Committee of Ways and Means, I cannot come | 


to any other conclusion than that to sell the sur- 
plus specie—which is merely a temporary surplus 
—will inflict a shock upon the public credit. It 
is our desire and our duty to strengthen the credit 
of the Government; and the suggestion I make is 
that if the propositions already before the House 
be not accepted | will move to amend the resolu- 
tion so that it shall read: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to an 
ticipate the payment of interest upon the public debt from 
time to time, upon a rebate of interest by the holders of 
coupons at the rate of six per cent. per annum in gold. 

It seems to me the true way of sustaining the 
public credit and of relieving the business and 
commerce of the country, is by the paymentincoin 
of the interest on the public debt. The effect of 
this will be to make the coupons due in July and 
January nextredeemable in gold; and then if the 
merchant has a custom-house debt to meet, he 
has but to go into the market and buy coupons, 
payable in July and January, and convert them 
Into gold. The effect will be to relieve the money 
market at once from this pressure by paying out 
the gold from the independent Treasury to the 
holders of the coupons. We receive the gold 
again by its payment for custom-house dues, and 


| thus the Government is always kept in funds 


| its untold agricultural and mineral wealth, 


with which to meet its interest. 

It seems to me it is wiser to pay our debts which 
ure to be paid in gold than to sell the gold atany 
price, and run the risk of being driven into the 
market, a circumstance which would not only in- 


| crease the price of coin, but injure the credit of 


the Government. The public credit to-day is based 
upon two great facts—the promise of the repre- 


| sentatives of the people, and sustained by the judg- 


ment of the people of the country, that the inter- 
est on the public debt shall be paid in ecin when 
itis due, and that the principal is ultimately to be 
paid by the development of the great resources of 
this country, in the character of its people, and in 
When 
you destroy public confidence in the disposition 
or ability of the Treasury to pay the interest in 
gold you deprive the Government of the means of 
carrying on this war, because the war, however 


| heavily you may tax the people, is to be carried 


is to be daily received. We have collected in the |, 


office of internal revenue $750,000 in a single day; 
bat it does not follow that we are to receive three 
quarters as many million dollars per annum as 
there are days in the year. We can arrive ata 
Correct result only by looking at the average re- 


1} 
i} 


| on upon credit and not upon money. 


It is a misfortune, undoubtedly, that gold is at 
$1 60; but the truth about itis—and in this, per- 
haps, | differ from gentlemen around me—that 
the paper of the country has depreciated. We 
may as well admit that and take the facts just ex- 
actly asthey are. Great Britain fortwenty years 
after the suspension of 1797, through its statesmen 
and financiers, undertook to convince the world 
that gold had increased in value, and that paper 
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had not depreciated. Whenever paper money 
cannot be converted into coin according to the 
numerical valuesassigned to each, then the paper 
has depreciated in value. The policy of the Gov- 
ernment should be to restore its paper currency 
to an equal value with gold as soon as practica- 
ble. Admit the difficulty; admit the fact; guard 
against the increase of the value of gold by in- 
creasing taxation and diminishing expenditures; 
and provide at all times for the payment of the in- 
terest on the public debt in specie, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts that the amend- 


ment he suggests is in order now as an amend- 
ment to the substitute, 


Mr. BOUTWELL. Then I offer it now. 

Mr. HOOPER. My colleague will allow me 
to remind him of one fact. His argumentseems 
to be based on the idea that this joint resolution 
proposes to direct the Secretary oft the Tr asury 
tosell the surplus gold. It merely authorizes him 
at his discretion to do so. 

Mr. BOUTWELL. My answer to that is that 
I have notseen the Secretary. [have never heard 
his opinion; but I assume when the Committee 
of Ways and Means come here with so grave a 
proposition as this, that in that proposition they 
have the concurrence of the Secretary of the Treas- 


|| ury; and Lassume thatthe Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury will be ready to actupon itas soon as the au- 


thority is given him. 1 have great confidence in 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and do not concur 
at all in the censorious remarks made by the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Brooks] as to his be- 
ing surrounded by thieves. Sull lam unwilling to 
place in the hands of any person a power of this 
character with the expectation that it isto be ex- 
ercised. If the proposition is that this power shall 
be exercised, I say it is the duty of the House to 
consider whether we ought to confer it. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts will now be 
re ad. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

That the Seeretary of the Treasury be authorized to an- 
ticipate the payment of interest upon the public debt from 
time to time, upon a rebate of interest by the holders of 
coupons at the rate of six per cent. per annum in gold. 

Mr. BOUTWELL. The question is asked 
me, Hiow will you compel the holder of coupons 
to surrender them to the Government? 
you cannot compel himto do it. But ifa person 
has a bond, the interest on which will be due in 
July or January next, and he can obtain gold for 
the coupons now, he will look at it as a matter 
of business; and the question will be whether he 
will take the gold from the Treasury now or in 
July or January next. And therefore, whenever 
there is a pressure upon the market, as the gen- 
tlemen from New York say there is now, and it 
is difficult to get gold and those who have agreed 
to furnish it are in a corner, they will be relieved 
of the pressure. Under such circumstances it 
will be for the interest of the holder of coupons 
to convert them into gold, because he can get 
more for his coupons or their equivalent in gold 
under the pressure upon his neighbor than he can 
expect to get next July or January. | As a busi- 
ness matter, therefore, whenever there is a press- 
ure for gold, coupons will come into the market, 
and when there is no such pressure the holders 
will retain them. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act for the 
relief of the heirs of Noah Wiswall; and an acti 
amendatory of and supplementary to an act to pro- 
vide circuitcourts for the districts of Californiaand 
Oregon, and for other purposes, approved March 
3, 1863; when the Speaker signed the same, 


Of course 


SALE OF GOLD——AGAIX. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD obtained the floor. 

Mr. PENDLETON: I desire, with the consent 
of the gentleman from New York, to propound a 
question to my colleague on the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. With pleasure. 

Mr. PENDLETON. 1 desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Hooper] a 
question in regard to some financial operations 
of the Government im reference to which he ean 
probably give me an answer sooner than I could 
get it by looking at the ‘Treasury report. With- 
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in the last two or three years—I am not able to 
state the date exactly—a law was passed authoriz- 
ing the Secretary of the Treasury to receive gold 
‘ on on de | osit at four per ce nt. intere st, for which 
ue certificates that could be used for 
certain purposes. I have an impression on my 
mind that the Se eretary has re ported tothis House 
at some period that in this way some forty or 
fifty millions had been deposited in the Treasury 
of the United States, for which certificates had 
been issued, I desire toask my colleague whether 
there is any such loan, and if so whether it has 
ever been paid back in whole or in part? 

Mr. HOOPER. So faras my knowledge goes, 
there was in the spring of 1862 a large amount of 
demand notes incirculation, which were receivable 
for publicdues. ‘There was,as Whe gentleman from 
Ohio may recollect, an insufficiency of gold com- 
ing into the Treasury to meet the demands for in- 
And I think that in 


he was tol 


terest on the public debt. 
January, 1862, or later-—— 

Mr. PENDLETON. Not later than 1863. 

Mr. HOOPBR. In January, 1862, there was 
a loan made. I do not re collect the amount, but 
my impression is that it did not exceed five or six 
million dollars. It was to bridge over the period 
till these demand notes would become exhausted, 
and till the duties should be paid in gold. All 
that loan, I understand, has been paid back. It 
was made from the Danks in gold, Certificates, 
payable in gold, were issued, and they have been 
all paid many months since. We have now got 
to the period where the receipts of gold are in 
excess of the wants of the Government. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Mr. Speaker, I 
think it is desirable that a question of the mag- 
nitude of this one should be discussed on its mer- 
its, and in no factional or partisan spirit. I do 
not mean to say that any gentleman on either 
side of the House has indulged inany such spirit. 

jut do think that if there is any question of 
importance, next to that of the war itself, it is 
that question which this resolution necessarily 
opens up for consideration and discussion, There- 
fore, sir, in what | propose to submit to the 
House, I shall make an effort to take a view of 
this immediate question and of the system of 
finance out of which this proposition necessarily 
grows, which shall not reflect personally either 
on the Secretary of the Treasury or on the Pres- 
ident. 

This, sir, according to the advocates of the prop- 
osition, is a temporary expedient. The propo- 
sition, as reported from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, without the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, is to authorize that 
officer to put into the market any part of the 
$18,000,000 in gold now on hand in the Treasury 
which may not be required for the payment of 
interest; and the grounds on which the two gen- 
tlemen who advocate the adoption of the resolu- 
tion and who are attached to the Committee of 
Ways and Means support it are that it is neces- 
sary to relieve the money market. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, without referring to the novel proposi- 
tion that the Congress of the United States is to 
regulate the money market of this country, with- 
out alluding to the fact that it is anprecedented, 
especially in time of war, for the Congress of the 
United States to pass its time in proposing tem- 


orary expedients to affect the money market in | 


Vall street, what are the facts with regard to 
the money market itself at this time? Sir, I re- 
ferred this morning to the money articles of three 
of the leading newspapers of New York of yes- 
terday. The money article of the New York 
Herald says: 

‘Money continues plenty, much more so than suits the 
wishes of lenders, who are foreed to seek customers at six 
per cent., and in ‘some instances even less rates are ac- 
cepted,’ 

The money article of the New York World of 
yesterday says: 

“New York, February 16.—The deposits in the banks 
are increasing, and the amount of capital seeking employ- 
mentin temporary loans is largely in excess of the de- 
mand. The market rate for first-class loans is six per 


cent, and exceptional transactions are made at five per 
cent.” 


But, sir, we have another authority, which I 


think the gentlemen on the other side will not 


disregard, the New York Tribune: 
** Money is more abundant, and at six per cent. the sup- 
ply far exceeds the demand, and at au early hour in the 


accepted or large balance be left idle. Every day adds to 
the volume of the currency through the issue of national 


bank notes and the five per cent. Treasury notes, and 


there is no indication of any change in the financial wants 
of the Government by whicli a reduction can be made of 
the paper money upon which values now float. The legal 
tenders are to be withdrawn, and the credits based upon 
them must be reduced at a furure day; but that step will 
plainly be preceded by a further expansion of national 
currency and Treasury notes, under which values of coim- 
modities will be inflated. The Government is getting all 


the money it needs at five per cent. per annum, payable in | 


currency, and until the military position changes there is 
littic reason to suppose that a new policy will be adopted.”’ 


Therefore, Mr. Speaker, the principal ground 
on which it is attempted to justify the passage of 


this are resolution is, in my judgment, not | 
| founc 


ed on a basis which this House and Con- 
gress should regard for an instant, because it is 
not the fact. Why, sir, were it the fact that we 
had astringent money market I would hail it with 
pleasure. It is the reverse of a stringent money 
market that the people have to fear; it is that in- 
flation to which my colleague has made reference; 


it is expansion; it is high prices of all kinds of | 
commodities; it is the prodigal expenditure not | 


only of public money but of the private money 
of the country, leading to extravagance, leading 


to corruption, leading the public mind astray from | 


the great public interests of the country, which 
makes it for the interest of speculators and public 
plunderers to continue the vigorous prosecution 


of the war that enables them thus to Keep up the | 


inflation of the currency of the country. 

I say, therefore, that were it true that the mone 
market was stringent, that ** money was tight,” 
that fact would operate as a wholesome check to 


| the reckless, downward course of this Govern- 
| ment and this people under this intoxication of 
| an expanded currency. 


| expedient, according to the arguments which have | 

been adduced in its favor; it is merely for a tem- | 
| porary purpose rendered necessary to sustain a | 
policy which is utterly wrong in principle that | 
nancial | 


course, 
no sensible gentleman or merchant would pursue; | 


Now, Mr. Speaker, this is a mere temporary 


this Administration is pursuing in its 
I hold thatit is pursuing a policy which 


that it is in utter disregard of the plain, common 


| principles of self-security and safety. 


The honorable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 


| Penpieton,] from the Committee of Ways and 


Means, has told you the amount of gold expend- 


itures required to meet the necessities of the Gov- | 
In answer | 


ernment before the Ist of July next. 
to that, his colleague [Mr. Garrietp] told you 


| that according to the average amount of gold re- 
| ceived into the Treasury from customs the Gov- 


ernment would be more than able to meet the 


| $25,000,000 required to meet the gold interest that 


will have accrued on the public debt before the 
Ist of July next. He has made reference to the 


| fact that from four to five hundred thousand dol- 





| gold or fail to meet the public liabilities of the | 


| to interrupt him for a moment to make an expla- | 
| nation in reference to the statement he has just | 


lars have been received from customs in gold in | 


a single day. 

That, sir, was an isolated instance. I have 
before me an estimate of the entire amount of 
gold receipts into the Treasury from customs in 
the last four months. The whole amount from Oc- 
tober Lto February 13 was less than $26,000,000; 
while the whole amount that will become due 
payable in gold—including $5,000,000 that will 
become due on the 3d of March for interest on 
one-year certificates—up to the Ist of July next 
is $28,150,000. 

Therefore, if the Secretary of the Treasury acts 
under this proposed seta 


ket, he will place himself in the position of being 
compelled to go into the market again to purchase 


Government as they become due, 
Mr. HOOPER. The gentleman will allow me 


| made as to the amount of gold received from cus- 


toms in the last four months, going to show that | 


it is not an exact criterion by which to judge of 
the future. It will be recollected that in the last 
four months a very considerable amount of de- 


| mand notes have been received from customs, but 


day it was apparent that Jess thau six per cent. must be | 


the demand notes have now nearly all returned 
to the Treasury, so that in future those receipts 
will be all in gold, and the amount thus received 
very considerably increased. 


Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. The duties for 


|! ; ation and puts this | 
| eighteen or nineteen millions of gold into the mar- 
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the four months to which I have referred are re. 
ported as follows: 
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POMUETY 6 occa ccctgs nicccevensses seséwsvece 1,171,20) 
February 13.0.0... cccccvcccsecccscsceccees - 1,785,101 


Now, Mr. Speaker, I submit that no individual] 
in the ordinary transaction of his own private af. 
fairs, if he had notes to pay within the coming 
four months to the extent of $25,000,000, and had 
in his possession money and securities to that 
amount, and had no other resources by which to 
meet his accruing obligations, no rational, sensj- 
ble, intelligent man of ordinary capacity, under 
such circumstances, would, | say, part with his 
only reliance upon which he can maintain hig 
credit and take up his notes. And, sir, this whole 
system of Government finance is no mystery, 

he same simple principles which apply to the 
ordinary affairs and transactions of life, even to 
the smallest and minutest degree, apply to Goy- 
ernments dealing in their thousands of millions 
of dollars. Sir, you cannot meet an obligation 
of $100,000,000 except you have property to meet 
it with, unless you borrow the money or get it in 
some other way. In other words, if the expenses 
of the war are $1,000,000,000 you have got to 
have a revenue of that amount or to borrow it. 

And that leads me, Mr. Speaker, to a consid- 
eration of the fallacious system upon which the 
finances of the country are now being conducted. 
We have had other wars in Christendom. We 
have had expensive wars. We have had wars 
costing $100,000,000 a year. The system of 
finances attempted to be adopted here is not new 
in the history of the world. Itis as old as Chris- 
tendom; and whatever merit there is in the present 
financial system, no man now living can claim the 
originality of the invention. 

Sir, paper money was established originally 
under Charles I. Previous to his time, whena 
monarch found himself in a strait, his resource 
was not to paper money, it was to debase the coin 
of the country, and give an official stamp to the 
representative of value by depleting the intrinsic 
value contained in the coin itself. Charles | ori- 
ginated paper money. What was the consequence? 
Charles I], whose administration was almost as 
profligate as this, ended in bankruptcy, ruin, and 
repudiation. That was the result of the paper- 
money enterprise in those days, and that will be 
the result of the present application of the same 
principle. I could go on with other historical 
references on this subject, and show in every in- 
stance that when a nation has attempted to sus- 
tain such astounding expenditures by borrowing, 
by disseminating its credit in lieu of gold, where 
its expenditures are in greatexcess of its income, 
it must, sooner or later, go to the wall and become 
bankrupt. 

The great Pitt rescued the British nation by his 
financial system from utter financial ruin; and I 
believe they have the same sound financial sys- 
tem there now. Take her policy during the Na- 
peleonic wars from 1812 to 1815; and it would be 
a profitable study for the financiers of this House. 

hat was her policy in 1812? The whole ex- 
penditures of Great Britain at that time (she was 
fighting the great Napoleon and one half of Eu- 
rope and the United States of America) were 
$450,000,000. And how did she raise it? Un- 
der our present system they would have raised 
$50,000,000 by taxation, and borrowed the rest. 
Her expenses for 1812 were $450,000,000. She 
raised by taxation $325,000,000, and borrowed 
only $125,000,000. In 1813 her expenditures 
were $783,000,000, and she raised by taxation 
$345,000,000, and borrowed the rest. In 1814 
her expenses were $410,000,000, of which she 
borrowed only $55,000,000. In 1815, at the 
close of the period to which I refer, her expenses 
were $675,000,000: taxation, $360,000,000; loans, 
$315,000,000. The population of Great Britain 
at that time was about two thirds of what it 18 
to-day. Ox 

Now that was a system which maintains pub- 
lic credit. Everybody here to-day is discussing 


'| the question or rather the expediency of putting 


into the market the pene sum of $10,000,000 in 
gold, just as if it would have any influence upon 
this great question. In regard to our finances 118 


nothing more than a drop of water in the ee. 
Mr. Speaker, we are rolling up here an expene 





